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ADVERTISEMENT. 


After  having  visited  France  and  Italy,  I  was  de- 
sirous of  speculating  on  the  social  progress  of  man 
in  the  cold  regions  of  the  North ;  for  what  more  in- 
teresting field  of  reflection  can  present  itself,  than  is 
afforded  by  the  instructive  travels  of  a  philosopher  ? 
'^  The  proper  study  of  mankind,  is  man/*  He  is, 
every  where,  in  a  state  of  mutation ;  and,  from  the 
various  political  progressions  or  declensions  which 
perpetually  happen,  arise  a  vast  portion  of  useful 
observation.  The  present  enthralled  condition  of  the 
Southern  part  of  Europe,  and  its  ruined  state  of  trade, 
evince,  at  once,  the  necessity  of  frequently  comparing 
nations^  apparently  of  principles  as  opposite  as  their 
climates,  and  exhibit  a  moral  portraiture  as  premoni- 
tory as  their  original  features  in  remote  and  barbarous 
times  were  gloomy. 


IV  advertisemen^t. 

These  results  arc  to  be  attributed  to  the  enslaving 
objects  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna ;  results,  in  which 
the  fall  of  even  the  imperial,  immortal  eagle,  alone 
offers  a  world  of  reflection  !  Setting  out  on  my  intended 
tour  from  Bonn,  such  were  my  preliminary  medita- 
tions. I  shall  not  detain  the  reader  by  amplifying  or 
vindicating  them,  but  submit  my  little  portfolio  to  his 
own  ideas ! 
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BONN. 

xSoNN,   once  the  seat   of  the  archbishops   and  electors   of 
Cologne,  is  a  city  situated  on  the  Rhine,  and  which  deserves 
attention,   from  its  being  peculiarly  adapted,  by  its   position 
and  by  its  people,  for  becoming  the  chief  school  of  the  Rhe- 
nish provinces.     Affording  the  charms  of  nature  to  the  eye  of 
fancy,  other  qualities,  associated  with  our  ideas  of  mind,  dis- 
play themselves  to  our  view,  in  the  pleasing  prospect  which  it 
exhibits  of  the  Muses   dwelling-  there,  arrayed  in  their  most 
festive  garments.      Living  is  cheap,  and  the  inhabitants  are  a 
very  well-disposed  people.     Both  the  exterior  and   interior  of 
Bonn  are  replete  with  interesting  objects,  and  it  requires  not 
the  pen  of  an  enthusiast  to  describe  its  capabilities  for  form- 
ing, in  every  respect,  a  most  important  establishment  for  youth 
to  cultivate  the  sciences  in.     In  a  moral  sense,  the   place  ex- 
hibits great  purity  of  character,  a  mode  of  life  at  once  pleas- 
ing and   profitable,   that  is  to  say,  regular  politeness  of  beha- 
viour and  unassuming  courtesy  ;   and  over  the  whole  of  these 
recommendations,  a  certain  elevation   of  mind  prevails,  with 
high    notions    of    honour.      "Void    of    sense,    thankless    and 
sidlen  must  be  the  observer,  that  could  not  be  cheered  with  the 
soft  or  sublime  picture,  the  rich,  ever  shifting  varieties  on  the 
face  of  surrounding  nature,   presented   in   different  points  of 
view,     A  clear  sky,  various  walks  or  rides,   land  and  water 
which  blend   commanding  scenery  with  what  is  beautiful,  an 
endless  diversity  of  colouring  in   the  mountains,  such  as  not 
only  to  afford  amusement,  but  to  supply  trains  of  reflection,  or 
even  kindle  the  influence  of  the  poetic  passion.     Such  are  the 
leading  features  of  this  city  and  its  prospects,  which  attrac* 
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notice  and  examinatipn,  as  well  calculated  by  nature,  &c.  for 
a  seat  of  learning  and  place  of  theology. 

COLOGNF. 

Cologne,  formerly  termed  the  holy  city,  reckoned  nearly 
50,000  inhabitants,  and  among  them  11,000  buried  virgins! 
There  must  have  been  a  great  scarcity  of  young  women,  when 
such  a  number  left  the  world,  to  enlist  under  the  banners  of 
St.  Ursula  !  Cologne  being  now  a  garrison -town,  and  the 
seat  of  government,  will  not  again  experience,  in  that  way,  the 
loss  of  so  many  of  her  fair  maidens,  of  whom  indeed  that  place 
may  yet  be  justly  proud. 

The  cathedral  is  the  triumph  of  gothic  architecture,  in  the 
thirteenth  century.  After-ages,  as  if  they  felt  asharaed,  sur- 
rounded this  master-piece  of  building  with  barracks,  to  ob- 
scure its  beauty,  by  a  monument  of  a  different  kind  ;  but  the 
enterprize  was  unattainable.  This  vast  work  of  art,  confident 
of  superiority,  ascends  above  the  other  crippled  figures;  and  the 
spectator  of  sensibility  will  turn  away  from  the  trash  in  dis- 
gust. Much  has  been  said  and  written  about  perfecting  the 
works  of  the  cathedral,  but  what  presumptuous  mortal  would 
put  his  hand  to  a  poem,  begun  by  a  Lycophron  or  a  Persius? 
It  must  then,  for  ever,  remain  in  its  present  incomplete  state. 

DUSSELDORF. 

Dusseldorf  is  a  busy,  cheerful  place,  and  the  cast  of  its 
landscapes  will  raise  pleasing  sensations.  The  part  called 
the  Charles-stadt  exhibits  large  broad  streets,  without  much 
magnificence,  but  consisting*  of  good  houses,  that  belong  to 
substantial  citizens  ;  and  tnere  is  an  English  garden,  that 
charms,  that  enchants  with  its  beauty  ;  it  might  be  taken  for 
the  park  of  a  princely  villa.  In  other  respects,  it  does  not 
realise  that  appearance  of  striking  grandeur  which  public 
walks  in  cities  seem  to  imply. 

Dusseldorf  was  once  the  seat  of  government  for  the  Duchy 
of  Juliers  and  Berg,  the  chief  city  of  the  province,  and  (he 
residence  of  the  duke.  Five  garrison-regiments,  and  the 
assemblages  of  the  states,  were  there  ;  all  this  importance  has 
now  disappeared.  Nothing  remains  to  its  inhabitants  but  their 
recollection  of  times  past,  and  the  interesting  topics  they 
teemed  with. 

MUNSTER. 

To  Munster,  the  road  leads  through  heaths  and  sand-wastes  ; 
the  people  are  robust,  but  with  little  distinction  of  character, 
and  cultivation  is  generally  neglected.  Munster  was  the 
chi«f  city  of  ancient  Saxony,  which  is  now  compressed  into  a 
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moderate  compass.  The  Anabaptists,  in  1531,  excited  great 
tumults  in  this  place;  but  at  last  their  king,  and  certain  nigh 
officers  about  his  court,  were  some  of  them  pinched  to  death 
with  red-hot  tongs;  and  others  hanged,  in  three  iron-hoops,  on 
St.  Lambert's  steeple.  A  circumstantial  narrative  of  the  whole 
plot,  and  its  catastrophe,  may  be  read,  in  a  book  entitled, 
^*  History  of  the  Original  Acts  of  the  Munster  Anabaptists." 
The  city  is  well-built,  very  quiet,  and  appears  unlikely  to  ex- 
perience a  revival  of  such  infatuations.  The  neighbouring 
districts  and  country,  in  general,  have  nothing  attractive  ;  to  a 
traveller  from  the  Rhine,  it  seems  as  if  he  were  advancing 
into  Siberia.  This  unfavourable  condition  of  things  reaches 
as  far  as  Hamburg,  proceeding  by  the  way  of  Osnaburg.  Fine 
horses  are  seen  in  these  parts,  and,  in  the  population  of  the 
lower  orders,  we  find  stout  vigorous  men,  and  blooming 
maidens,  generally  of  the  old  German  race,  with  blue  eyes 
and  light  hair. 

I  went  thither  in  the  stage-coach,  but  it  would  be  a  prefer- 
able plan  to  travel  on  foot,  as  it  would  be  going  quicker,  and 
less  painfully. 

The  vehiele  is  one  of  the  most  horrid  that  can  be  imagined, 
and  so  many  mendicants  were  craving  money  to  drink  my 
health,  that  there  seemed  to  be  little  economy  in  continuing 
my  journey  in  such  a  mode. 

BREMEN. 

At  Bremen,  I  took  leave  of  that  travelling  ale-house,  but 
only  to  drawl  on  still  more  tediously,  by  the  extra-post.  The 
fine  high-road  which  Napoleon  caused  to  be  made  through 
all  this  poor  district,  but  which  was  not  completed,  and  will 
now  remain  for  a  century  as  it  is,  presents  a  great  monument 
to  his  memory.  Posterity  will  have  reason  to  remember  him 
for  it,  when  the  vexations  he  occasioned  to  these  countries  are 
forgotten ;  as  they  will  likewise  the  name  even  of  Davoust, 
for  the  bridges  he  raised  over  the  swamps  of  the  Elbe,  in  the 
line  from  Harburg  to  Hamburg.  In  peaceable  times,  it 
should  be  the  work  of  government  to  prosecute  undertakings 
of  public  utility,  without  however  bearing  too  heavily  on 
individuals  for  that  purpose. 

HAMBURG. 

Hamburg  is  distinguished  above  all  other  German  cities,  by 
its  character  of  trade.  It  exceeds  Paris  for  expensiveness 
of  living,  and  indeed  the  throng  is  greater. 

In  the  time  of  the  revolutionary  wars,  Hamburg  engrossed 
the  whole  of  the  trade  with  England  ;  its  merchants  there- 
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fore  must  now  feel   a  considerable  reduction    in    tfieir   per 


centag-e. 


April  8th,  1817,  the  first  steam-boat  arrived  at  Hamburg 
from  Berlin,  in  five-and-thirty  hours  ;  this  is  a  circumstance 
well  worthy  of  attention.  Passengers  go  by  it  for  four  gold 
Frederics;  to  me,  however,  travelling  by  water  has  always 
been  a  tedious  affair;  it  formed  one  of  those  difficulties  which 
Plato  regretted,  when  he  had  such  considerable  voyages 
to  undertake.  In  America,  steam-boats  have  been  in  use  for 
some  years,  as  is  now  well  understood.  I  shall  here  give  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  every  great  city  ought  to  have  travellers 
abroad  in  other  countries,  to  explore  and  transmit,  occasionally, 
what  they  may  discover  of  the  useful  and  interesting. 

The  Hamburg  Correspondent,  No.  59,  published  the  follow- 
ing account,  as  sent  from  London,  dating  it  April  5th,  1817:  — 
"  Yesterday  morning,  the  steam-boat  from  Norwich  to  Yar- 
mouth, with  twenty  passengers  on-board,  exploded.  The 
bursting  of  the  boiler  was  the  occasion  of  this  fatal  misfortune. 
The  vessel  was  entirely  shattered  to  pieces." 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  king's  wish  that  his  public  agents 
abroad  should  be  as  serviceable  as  possible  to  his  subjects,  in 
ministering  to  their  concerns.  Our  Prussian  envoy  referred  me 
for  my  passport  to  another  end  of  the  town,  without  sufl^ering 
me  to  say  a  word,  and,  on  going  thither,  the  secretary  was  i)ot 
to  be  found,  so  that  f  was  obliged  to  wait  in  suspence,  till  the 
next  day,  which  completed  my  ill-luck. 

The  envoys  of  the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  re- 
ceived me  with  the  most  marked  attention.  Sieveral  other 
Prussians  were  then  at  Hamburg,  who  complained  of  the  dis- 
obliging behaviour  of  their  envoy,  who,  nevertheless,  styled 
himself  the  chnrr/e  d*affairesy  on  behalf  of  his  sovereign  and 
countrymen. 

The  dwellings  of  the  country  people,  throughout  West- 
plialia  to  Hamburg,  are  exactly  adapted  to  their  purposes. 
The  entrance  to  their  houses  leads  through  a  great  long 
threshing-floor;  on  both  sides,  the  horses  and  cows  are  kept; 
at  the  extremity  is  the  kitchen  ;  the  dwelling-rooms  lie  behmd 
the  hearth  and  on  the  side  ;  thus,  the  whole  household  eco- 
nomy is  superintended  from  the  kitchen.  The  country  people 
are  cleanly  and  well  clothed ;  but,  with  so  little  taste  in 
matters  of  costume,  that  the  handsomest  among  them  look 
frightful,  from  the  uncouth  cut  of  their  garments.  In  Ham- 
burg I  saw  two  country-women,  enlirely  in  black,  with  short 
petticoats,  folded  in  a  thousand  plaits,  asstifl'asa  Mall.  Theif 
ugly  caps  had  greaf  top-knots,  more  than  n  foot  long,  so  that, 
altogether,   they  appeared   like  a   couple   of   furies.      Every 
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one  (said  the  Danish  officer^s  servant,  who  was  crossing  the 
Elbe  with  me,)  traces  the  features  and  marks  the  differences 
of  beauty,  according-  to  his  own  opinion  and  inclination,  for 
which  others  may  see  no  manner  of  reason, 

THE  ELBE. 

The  Hamburg  steeples  are  finer  than  those  of  Paris ;  but, 
persons  who  have  travelled  a  great  deal,  entertain  doubts  as  to 
this.  The  mass  of  things  they  have  seen  may  fill  their  heads 
with  large  folio  lineaments  of  objects,  without  exhibiting 
correct  copies  of  the  archetypes.  The  raw  Westphalia  bacon 
and  hams  were  not  congenial  with  my  palate;  I  was  for  having 
them  dressed.  Such  as  may  travel  this  road  after  me  should 
be  on  their  guard,  or  they  will  find  themselves  cheated  in  their 
money-transactions,  as  I  have  been.  That  the  assemblage  of 
powers  then  in  Frankfort  may  bestir  a  golden  foot,  every  where,  is 
a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished,  but  much  to  be  doubted ! 

ALTONA, 

This  place  is  the  inlet  to  the  King  of  Denmark's  territories 
in  Holstein.  Out  of  these  parts  went  the  Cimbri,  the  Angles, 
and  ancient  Normans,  who  conquered  Neustria  in  France,  and 
penetrated  into  England,  Naples,  and  Sicily  ;  once  they  m  ere 
considered  as  the  nurseries  of  heroes  and  the  ablest  champions 
of  the  continent.  Altona  looked  very  tranquil  ;  like  Hamburg, 
under  the  scourge  of  France:  and  a  shocking  scene  occurred 
here,  when,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1713,  this  place  was  burnt 
by  Steinbeck.  He  has  survived  those  calamities,  and  Altona 
begins  to  flourish  again,  under  the  Danish  sceptre,  with  ifs 
former  rights  and  ordinances. 

The  German  states  of  the  King  of  Denmark  comprehend 
the  Duchy  of  Holstein,  the  Cimbrian  Chersonesus,  the  Barony 
of  Pinnenburg,  the  Earldom  of  Ranzau,  Lauenburg,  and  the 
city  of  Altona.  The  Eyder  marks  the  political  frontier 
between  Germany  and  the  Danish  dominions.  Holstein  is 
subdivided  into  four  ancient  provinces,  Holstein,  Stormarn, 
Ditmarschen,  and  Wagrien  ;  the  three  first  formed  the  old 
north,  or  Trans-Elbian  district.  Wagrien  was  anciently  the 
refuge  of  formidable  pirates;  known,  however,  under  various 
climates  and  in  different  parts  of  Europe.  Holstein  contains 
about  318,940  individuals.  The  high-road,  through  the  Hol- 
stinian  territory,  from  Hamburg  to  Renzburg,  as  in  the  adja- 
cent tracts,  is  environed  by  heaths  and  sandy  wastes ;  but,  on 
the  sea-coast,  there  is  an  amazing  difference,  the  soil  being  very 
fertile.  Several  thousands  of  young  oxen  are  fatted  in  the 
meadows  of  this  district ;  and  afterwards  sent  to  supply  Ham- 
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burg  with  beef.  We  met  many  thousands  pfoing  in  droves, 
from  Jutland  to  the  markets  of  Itzehoe.  These  poor  beasts 
were  followed  by  their  owners,  who  came  riding,  as  in  a  ca- 
valcade, already  reckoning  with  joy  on  the  price  of  blood. 
With  motives,  somewhat  similar,  the  Swiss  suffer  themselves 
to  be  bought  and  sold  ;  and  princes  sell  whole  bodies  of  their 
subjects,  when  men  are  driven  to  the  markets  of  despotism, 
ready  to  adopt  the  impious  conclusion  that  it  is  an  honour  to 
die  for  their  rulers. 

HOLSTEIN. 

Holstein  and  Sleswick  are  esteemed  the  most  populous  parts 
of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark;  they  are,  in  dimensions,  about 
309  square  miles.  The  two  duchies  enumerate  251  noblemen's 
estates,  twenty-six  cities,  twenty-nine  boroughs  or  market- 
towns,  and  4,000  villages.  Their  stock  of  cattle  is  computed 
at  355,392  cows  and  oxen.  Population  near  600,000  indivi- 
duals. Of  horses,  in  1797,  16,000  lots  were  exported  out  of 
the  Danish  states,  of  which  Holstein  furnished  6,386,  and 
Sleswick  3,546. 

UCK. 

Near  Uck,  in  the  division  of  Tunderen,  lies  the  mountain 
Dingberg,  where  the  states  are  reported  to  have  formerly  as- 
sembled. A  mole,  built  of  stone,  and  of  a  considerable  length, 
is  still  a  prominent  object,  and  there  are  remains  of  an  ancient 
fortress,  a  vestige  of  the  wars  between  the  Kings  of  Denmark 
and  the  Counts  of  Holstein.  The  church  was  burnt,  during 
an  invasion  of  the  Imperialists,  by  the  Danes,  in  1027.  Near 
Feldstedt  and  Holebeel  are  several  Pagan  tumuli,  or  grave- 
hillocks.  Ju  some  of  the  adjoining  territories  are  families  of 
Frieslanders,  who  live  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  community, 
and  have  a  language  of  their  own,  which  is  spoken  in  its 
purity  at  StedestancT.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place, 
there  are  also  remains  of  an  ancient  fortress.  Wear  Bulderup 
are  more  Pagan  tumuli.  The  high  state  of  cultivation,  the 
fine  race  of  norses,  their  choice  herds  of  horned  cattle  and 
abundance  offish,  render  these  parts,  to  all  appearance,  com- 
fortable and  even  wealthy.  A  degree  of  prosperity  is  here 
observable  ;  neat  and  tasty  habitations,  with  excellent  clothing, 
for  both  sexes.  The  women  bear  a  striking  resemblance  to 
those  of  England. 

FORA. 

In  the  island  of  Fora,  also,  I  remarked  a  great  numlier  of 
tumuli.     This  was  one  of  the  original  nurseries  of  the  whale- 
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fishery.  In  the  judicial  administration  of  several  districts,  and 
their  mode  of  raising  taxes,  many  traces  of  remote  antiquity 
are  discernable.  In  the  province  of  Eiderstedt,  near  Olders- 
wort,  was  fought,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  that  memorable 
battle  which  gave  freedom  to  the  north,  and  occasioned  the 
death  of  king  Abel,  who,  having  murdered  his  brother  Erie 
Plog'pennig,  was,  in  requital,  assassinated  by  a  carpenter, 
named  Wesselhummer,  On  the  way  from  Nordstapel  to 
Ervdt,  I  met  with  places  of  ancient  sacrifices,  near  which,  from 
time  to  time,  have  been  found  urns,  falchions,  sharp-pointed 
stones  used  in  the  old  Pagan  rites,  and  various  massive  clubs, 

ANGELN. 

The  province  of  Angeln,  or  Anglen,  was  the  region  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  that  conquered  the  southern  provinces  of 
Britain,  and  who  occupied  considerable  districts  in  this  country. 
Among  the  various  German  tribes,  those  people,  known  by  the 
JLatin  name  of  Angli,  appear  to  have  been  a  distinguished 
race,  as  the  nation  they  subdued  derived  its  name  from  them. 
The  commencement  of  the  issuing  forth  of  the  Angles  seems 
to  have  been  in  or  near  the  year  449;  the  Frieslanders  suc- 
ceeded them  in  their  country,  and  took  possession  of  the  lands 
they  had  abandoned.  Angeln  is  a  beautiful  province,  well 
cultivated,  pleasingly  varied  by  fields,  meadows,  woods,  farm- 
houses and  villages;  and,  in  addition  to  this  grateful  variety, 
the  soil  is  likewise  exceedingly  fruitful. 

SLESWICK. 

Sleswick  lies  at  the  extremity  of  a  considerable  bay,  called 
Sley,  formed  by  nature  in  a  demi-circle.     The  town  has  a  pe- 
culiar appearance,  consisting  of  merely  one  street,  which,  how- 
ever, extends  to  a  very  considerable  length,  and  contains  a 
number   of    good    houses.      Numerous   observations   on    the 
subject  conspired  to  prove  that  this  was  the  seat  of  prosperity. 
My  entrance  into  it  seemed  to  be  ushered  in  by  the  sound  of 
a  trumpet,  which   proceeded,  however,  from  a  detachment  of 
cavalry  accompanying  a  judge,  who  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed 
that  the  Eastern  country  court  would  speedily  commence  its 
sitting.     A   printed   list  specified  the  causes  which  were  to  be 
tried.     Among  the  consistorial  cases,  I  read  the  following  ar- 
ticle, "First,  on  Monday,  14th  of  April,  1817,  Bernard  Fre- 
deric Naive,   of  Eschelsmark,  against  Anne   Meos,  of  Burg- 
wedel,  pro  inhibitorio  in  puncto  promissi  consummandi  niatri' 
monii"     To  both   these  persons  judgment  was  given   *'  dis- 
solvendi   matrimonii.      The   civil   matters  followed,  and  the 
parties  interested  could   read,  in  print,  the   time  when  their 
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process  would  be  undertaken.  The  pleadin<^s  were  in  public, 
and  no  one  was  refase<J  admittance.  Froia  the  decisions  there 
lay  no  appeal ;  the  king"  being  considered  present,  as  much  as 
if  he  had  g-iven  judg-inent  in  person.  The  etymology  of  this 
place's  name  is  from  an  old  Lower  Saxon  word,  wick  or  bay ; 
in  Danish  vig-,  and  hence,  in  combination  with  the  proper  name 
of  this  gulf,  sley,  the  compound  Sleswick  has  been  formed. 
In  the  year  K)27,  the  Holsteiners  barred  up  the  mouth  of  the 
Sley,  as  the  city  had  afforded  assistance  to  Eric,  the  Pomera- 
nian;  this  cutofl'all  access  to  the  Danes,  but  proved  a  seriou« 
injury  to  Sleswick,  for  no  larg-e  vessels  can  now  enter  the 
port.  In  the  middle  of  the  city  stands  the  castle  of  Goltorp, 
the  residence  of  the  governor  of  both  duchies.  Prince  Charles, 
Landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel ;  it  was  once  the  abode  of  the 
bishops,  and,  in  ancient  times,  had  been  a  strong*  fortress. 
It  was  not  till  the  year  1713  that  King  Frederic,  of  Denmark, 
took  possession  of  it.  Its  former  remarkable  objects  are  all 
now  decayed,  and  the  whole  is  in  a  ruinous  condition. 

Not  far  from  Flensburg  lies  Sieverstedt,  which  is  worthy  of 
notice,  from  incidental  circumstances  connected  with  the  old 
traditions  concerning  it.  Ami<lst  several  grave-hillocks  is  the 
Hormsthurn,  in  which  King  Horin  and  his  consort  were  in- 
terred. The  Hilligbeck,  anciently  called  Jeetebeck,  stands 
on  the  very  spot  where  the  Hamburg  archbishop,  Adaldag, 
preached  to  King  Harold  Blaatond,  Queen  Gunilda,  and 
King  Sweyn  Tynsking;  and  where,  subsequently,  the  Sles- 
wick apostle,  or  converter.  Bishop  Poppo,  baptized  a  great 
number  of  Pagans ;  the  name  of  Poppehoiz  Is  still  retained. 
Near  the  village  called  Joedel  or  Jerl,  a  memorable  batile  was 
fought  in  1410,  between  King  Eric  Obersten,  Magnus  Munck, 
and  Sharpenburg,  and  Heinric  the  young  Duke  of  Sleswick. 
Half-a-league  farther  from  Flensburg,  vestiges  are  discover- 
able of  the  ancient  castle  of  Nichmus,  which  was  built  by 
Nicolaus,  Count  of  Holstein,  as  a  defence  against  the  Danes. 
In  the  thirteenth  century  Eric,  the  Pomeranian,  took  it,  but, 
being  re-conquered  by  the  Holsteiners,  in  14*31,  they  razed  it  to 
the  ground. 

In  many  of  the  neighbouring  places  the  girls  repair  to  the 
fields,  on  St.  John's  Eve,  in  quest  of  certain  herbs;  theyoung 
men  also  go  to  assist  them  ;  and  their  houses,  next  day,  appear 
all  garnished  with  3Iay-flowers.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  of  re- 
fined sentiments,  would  fain  know,  perhaps,  the  art  and  mys- 
tery of  finding  these  said  herbs,  but  the  truth  is,  that  virtue  and 
innocence  preside  h<-re.  Honourable  marriages  are  always 
the  result ;  children  not  born  in  wedlock  being  uncommoD) 
indeed,  among  these  unsophisticated  people. 


Flenshurg* — Jlpenrade,  17 

The  length  of  Slesvvick  cluchy  extends  to  eighteen  miles; 
its  breadth  is  not  in  proportion,  being  estimated  from  about 
eight  to  fourteen.  The  level-area,  inclusive  of  the  islands, 
might  amount  to  four  hundred  and  sixty  square  miles.  Its 
number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  a  calculation  made  in  the 
year  1803,  was  231,930. — The  midlands  are  heathy,  but  the 
borders  contain  some  good  ground  and  meadows.  As  far  as  to 
Flensburg,  the  country  is  hilly,  with  an  everlasting  alternation 
of  sands,  wastes,  and  heaths.  A  few  scattered  spots  are  varied 
with  beech  and  oak,  and  even  these  thrive  but  very  indif- 
ferently. The  whole  neighbourhood  abounds  with  ancient 
tumuli.  The  people  are  not  so  handsome  a  race  as  the  Sles- 
wickers,  and  seem  of  a  different  extraction. 

FLENSBURG. 

The  city  of  Flensburg  contains  ten  thousand  inhabitants, 
and  is  situated  on  a  bay  of  the  Eastern  sea,  about  four  miles 
in  length.  The  position  is  very  eligible,  and  secures  a  due 
share  of  trade  to  all  the  neighbouring  parts.  Margaret  the 
Great,  Queen  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Norway,  died  here  in 
1412,  on-board  a  vessel,  as  she  was  about  to  sail  for  Zealand. 
In  1427,  Flensburg  was  furiously  besieged  without  success, 
by  the  Holsteiners,  Frieslanders,  Lubeckers,  and  those  of 
Hamburg;  but  later,  (viz.  in  1431)  it  was  taken  by  them. 
In  the  year  1485,  a  considerable  part  of  the  city  was  burnt 
down  ;  and  in  1564,  two  thousand  of  its  inhabitants  were  carried 
off  by  a  pestilential  disorder.  Of  the  ancient  fortification-works, 
there  are  now  no  traces  visible.  In  1397,  by  the  Salmarsh 
union,  queen  Margaret  consolidated  Sweden,  Denmark,  and 
Norway  into  one  kingdom.  This  union  subsequently  gave 
rise  to  more  than  a  hundred  years'  wars,  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  succession  to  the  respective  thrones  not  being  in 
accordance  with  the  declared  will  of  the  people.  The  Scan- 
dinavian nations  are  decidedly  of  Teutonic  origin ;  nature, 
climate,  language,  customs,  position,  political  circumstances, 
all  seem  to  call  for  union  between  them ;  yet  their  hatred  to 
one  another  is  more  inveterate  than  even  to  foreign  enemies. 

APENRADE. 

The  road  to  Apenrade  is  rough  and  hilly  at  first,  and  in  its 
turnings  yields  some  picturesque  views;  but, at  length,  a  dismal 
desert,  and  intercepted  flat  country  succeeds.  Several  insu- 
lated buildings  rise  within  sight  of  the  road,  but  only  present 
to  observation  a  mere  image  of  stillness.  Here,  where  gloom 
and  silence  reign,  one  is  naturally  led  to  reflect  how,  and  on 
what,   these    people    live.       A   violent   wind    drove    a   scat- 
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tering  quicksand  all  over  us ;  so  thaf,  previous  to  reaching"  lbi» 
barren  spot,  we  found  ourselves  quite  oppressed  by  it.  Melan- 
choly, well  and  truly,  announces  the  character  of  nature;  here 
her  aspect,  lo  a  visitor  of  these  scenes  and  places,  exhibits  no- 
thino^  but  sandy  wastes.  A  few  tumuli  stand  on  the  sides  of 
the  hig-hway  ;  here  lie  recumbent  those  valiant  Germans,  whose 
moulderinjr  dust  has  been  waiting-  for  the  summons  of  the  last 
tsumpet,  a  len^lh  of  years.  Nature,  in  some  convnisive  fit,  has 
strewed  about  these  parts  hiige  blocks  of  stone,  which  the 
country  people  appropriate  to  the  raising  of  their  buildingF. 
With  us,  they  would  cost  more  than  the  whofe  worfh  of  their 
sterile  soil  could  realise.  At  last,  we  reached  a  pleasing  wood, 
from  whose  elevated  scite,  looking  down  on  a  deep  hollow,  we  , 
surveyed  the  little  habitations  of  Apenrade,  most  agreeably 
situated  on  a  bay  of  the  Bailie.  The  houses  appear  so  very 
diminutive,  that  the  builders  must  have  mistaken  their  intended 
inhabitants  for  pygnn'es.  The  best  muscles  in  the  European 
seas  are  eaten  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town.  My  chamber  in 
the  head  inn  was  only  six  feet  high. 

Upon  this  terrestrial  planet,  of  numberless  objects,  each  has 
a  physiognomy  of  its  own ;  no  two  are  precisely  alike.  So  here, 
not  even  an  inn  but  has  its  peculiarity  of  character.  I  lodged 
and  boarded  in  a  very  respectable  family;  all  in  it  bore  the 
impression  of  an  orderly,  peaceful,  and  happy  life ;  and  I  found 
myself,  among  them,  as  if  I  had  for  years  formed  a  part  of  their 
domestic  circle.  The  master  of  the  house,  who  possessed  a 
countenance  replete  with  expression,  was  a  man  gifted  with 
such  mildness  of  disposition  and  benevolence  of  heart,  that 
I  thought  it  a  privilege  to  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  him.  I  had  remarked  in  the  different  apart- 
ments several  objects  of  art,  as  also  a  collection  of  excellent 
paintings,  which  proved  to  be  his  own  performances.  He  had 
designed  some  capital  subjects  ;  and  good  judges  would,  I 
doubt  not,  be  highly  satisfied  w\x\\  the  colouring  he  has  given 
them.  As  long  as  my  memory  remains  faithful  to  its  retentive 
powers,  I  shall  not  cease  to  recollect  Mr.  Hartmeyer  of  Apen- 
rade. I  recommend  him  to  travellers,  also,  as  a  landlord  ;  for 
I  lived  better  and  cheaper  at  his  house  than  at  any  inn  I  ever 
stopped  at.  All  the  way  from  Hamburg  to  Apenrade  is,  at  leagt, 
recommended  by  one  distinction  ;  even  in  the  smallest  villages, 
every  window  is  filled  with  plants;  and,  among  them,  not  a 
few  curious  exotics  are  to  he  met  with.  A«  all  appear  full  of 
bloom,  they  display  a  kind  of  magic  spring  in  the  apartments, 
and  extend  their  perfume  to  the  very  streets. 
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HADERSLEBEN. 

Hadersleben  also  lies  on  a  bay  on  the  Eastern  sea,  witb  a 
liarbour  accessible  only  to  small  vessels.  The  soil  here  gets 
Ibetter,  but  the  inhabitants  are  nevertheless  pooler.  The  fine 
old  German  aspect,  of  which  Tacitus  takes  notice,  disappears 
in  leaving  Sleswick  ;  nor  are  the  borses  h«re  of  the  unmixed 
Holstein  breed;  those  animals,  however,  are  still  of  a  very 
good  race.  The  carriers  keep  two  large  coverlids  on  their  seats, 
which  they  wrap  round  themselves  on  the  road,  and  on  their 
arrival,  throw  across  their  borses ;  those  beasts  are  never  loaded 
half  so  heavily  as  with  us.  The  horse  throughout  this  country 
is  a  lofty  and  well-protected  animal.  The  girls,  women,  and 
men,  generally  wear  wooden  shoes,  as  in  Holland  and  in  many 
parts  of  France.  Besides  being  warm  and  cheap,  they  keep 
the  feet  dry,  but  make  a  very  unpleasant  clattering  noise, 
which  resounds  within  the  houses,  and  may  be  heard  from  one 
end  of  a  street  to  the  other.  The  better  sort  of  females  hav« 
the  upper  part  of  leather, 

CHRISTIANSFELD. 

From  Hadersleben  to  Assens,  the  nearest  way  lies  through 
Aroesund,  over  the  Lesser  Belt ;  but  I  wished  to  visit  the 
society  of  united  brethren  at  Christiansfeld.  Some  distance 
is  saved  also  by  directly  crossing  the  Lesser  Belt,  which  from 
Holding  to  Middlefuhrt  is  not  broad;  although  the  land-way 
makes  a  circuit  of  four  miles.  From  Hadersleben  to  Christians- 
feld, the  land  is  a  fine  alternation  of  cultivated  fields,  meadows^ 
eminences,  and  woods  ;  through  this  variety,  we  proceeded  to 
the  neat  asylum  of  the  Moravians.  From  what  I  saw  and 
could  learn  of  this  Unitas  Fratnim^  every  thing  bespoke  ord^r, 
moral  purity,  and  a  degree  of  happiness,  so  that  it  seems  de- 
sirable that  Count  Zinzendorf's  followers  were  more  numerous. 
The  tenets  of  this  community  are  founded  on  the  plain  in- 
structions of  Christ,  unshackled  with  absurd  controversy  on 
certain  abstruse  points,  wherein  Protestant  sects  diflfer  from 
one  another.  Their  grand  principle  is  fraternal  union  ;  as  a 
necessary  supplement,  they  assume,  and  which  indeed  appear 
to  be  apposite,  the  designations  of  Brethren,  Evangelical 
Community,  &c.  Their  mode  of  life  is  insulated,  for  they 
neither  seek  to  convert  others,  nor  to  be  converted  them- 
selves. 

The  roads  from  Hadersleben  (where  I  first  heard  the  Danish 
language  spoken)  to  Christiansfeld  are,  as  with  us,  bad  enough  ; 
but,  with  this  difference,  that  the  people  here  do  not  expect 
travellers  to  pay  turnpike-tolls.    In  reverting  to  the  Moravia!^ 
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community  in  that  place,  their  number  is  computed  at  seven 
hundred.  Union  and  industry  seem  to  preside  among*  them; 
moral  discipline,  also,  is  a  leading  feature  in  the  social  tempe- 
rament of  those  christian  people.  Their  mode  of  educating 
the  children  is  excellent;  especially  for  the  girls, who  become 
good  and  intelligent  wives  and  mothers,  and  are  only  ambitious 
of  shining  in  those  family  virtues  and  domestic  acquirements 
which  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  the  middling  classes ; 
as  to  shining  or  making  a  figure  in  the  great  world,  it  cannot 
be  expected  they  should  be  fitted  for  it.  In  like  manner,  the 
lads,  being  diligently  kept  to  their  respective  callings,  become 
useful  members  in  society  :  but  I  have  my  doubts  that  this 
methodical  or  mechanical  sort  of  arrangement  may  sometimes 
repress  the  aspiring  flights  of  genius. 

As  I  advance,  the  soil  appears  good,  and  the  road  takes  an 
agreeable  serpentine  course  between  high  hedges,  through 
fields,  meadows,  and  copses,  as  far  as  Kolding,  situated  on  a 
bay  of  the  Lesser  Belt.  The  houses  here,  likewise,  are  built 
on  so  diminutive  a  plan,  that  you  can  hardly  stand  upright  in 
the  apartments.  There  is,  however,  no  want  of  good  living* 
at  the  inns:  the  people  and  domestics  are  very  cleanly;  their 
cofTee  is  particularly  good,  and  the  milk  better  than  is  to  be 
had  on  the  richest  tracts  about  the  Rhine.  One  of  the  pros- 
pects here  exhibits  the  ruins  of  a  royal  castle,  to  which  the 
Spaniards,  under  Romana,  set  fire.  A  Danish  regiment  of 
cavalry  occupied  (in  1^<17)  the  buildings  that  formerly  had 
been  the  stables,  and  which  had  escaped  the  flames. 

The  soil  up  to  Snoghoy  improves  and  is  carefully  cultivated; 
but  is  all  along  loo  sandy.  The  eye  diverts  with  pleasure  to 
any  of  the  delectable  spots  which  the  Lesser  Belt  has  formed 
in  diflfereut  arms  of  the  sea.  The  neighbouring  country  is 
hilly,  and  the  number  of  grave-hillocks  observable  in  it  in- 
creases. Here  is  the  passage  over  the  Lesser  Belt  to  Middle- 
fuhrt,  in  the  island  of  Funen.  ^Notwithstanding  that  fixed 
tariffs  are  set,  and  every  thing  carefully  appointed  for  the 
benefit  of  travellers,  there  are  always  men  with  their  hands 
stretched  out  for  extortion,  and  we  must  have  our  hands  in  our 
pockets,  always  paying  for  trifles.  This  tocsin  of  claim  upon 
our  purse  is  every  where  termed,  ♦*  money  to  drink  with,"  as  if 
tippling  were  of  the  first  and  most  urgent  nocessity. 

PUNEN. 

The  island  of  Funen  presents  the  appearance  of  a  well  culti- 
vated country.  A  beautiful  high-road  conducts  through  long 
intersected  lines  to  Odensee.     On   both  «ides  of  the  way,  9 
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considerable  population  is  perceptible  in  a  series  of  villages, 
and  the  view  is  rendered  still  more  valuable  by  scattered  farm- 
houses and  churches.  But  the  same  degree  of  attention  has 
not  been  paid  to  the  habitations  as  to  the  dwellings  of  the 
country-people  in  Holstein,  and  nothing  here  indicates  a  pros- 
perity equal  to  what  is  evident  there.  Near  Odensee,  are  some 
villages  with  names  of  German  cities,  such  as  Leipsic,  Bruns- 
wic,  Nuremburg,  Wittenburg,  &c.,  which  would  strongly  imply 
that  they  were  peopled  by  German  colonies.  The  national 
countenance  is  here  rather  undistinguishable.  A  few  have 
still  the  features  of  a  primitive  people.  I  saw  several  children 
of  Spanish  and  French  mixture.  Thus,  in  France,  one  some- 
times meets  with  faces  of  a  Russian  cast,  as  well  as  French  in 
Russia.  A  monotonous  aspect  has  almost  obliterated  the  old 
races.  Man  has  brought  to  perfection  several  descriptions  of 
animals,  such  as  sheep,  horses,  &c.  but  whether  his  own  species 
will  ever  rise  to  perfectibility,  remains,  it  should  seem,  doubtful, 

ODENSEE. 

Odensee  may  be  designated  as  a  sociable  city ;  its  name 
must  have  been  derived  from  the  famous  Odin.  One  of  its 
terms  or  boundaries  is  a  canal  in  connection  with  the  northern 
sea.  Odin  was  a  leader  of  certain  Scythian  tribes,  who,  in  the 
second  century,  fled  from  the  Roman  domination,  and  passing 
over  into  Sweden,  finally  subdued  the  country.  About  Ny- 
bourg,  the  soil  is  good  and  well  cultivated  ;  little  villages  and 
numberless  detached  dwellings  lie  dispersed  about  its  exten- 
sive plains :  but  their  houses  are  mean,  and  the  clothing  of 
the  inhabitants  shews  signs  of  poverty.  In  general,  it  may 
be  said  that  the  prosperity  which  prevails  about  Sleswick, 
and  which  is  the  more  apparent  from  its  situation  in  a  country 
of  dry,  tedious,  barren  heaths  and  sandy  deserts,  is  not  visible 
here:  a  notice  this  of  no  trivial  import,  and  which  should  not 
be  withheld  from  the  public. 

On  all  sides,  churches  are  seen,  which  they  daub  entirely 
over  with  white  plaster,  a  custom  that  gives  a  neat  appearance 
to  the  distant  view  of  them.  Generally  speaking,  the  inhabi- 
tants seem  to  be  religiously  disposed  ;  and  yet,  I  have  seen 
numbers  at  work  on  a  Sunday.  It  may  be  a  day  of  devotion, 
but  not  a  sabbath  or  day  of  rest.  The  women  and  girls  wear 
red  dresses,  and  the  men  have,  at  least,  a  red  cap,  like  the  rer 
cent  badge  of  the  French  jacobins. 

NYBOURG, 

Nybourg  is  a  pretty  place,  and  a  sort  of  rendezvous  where 
people  embark  on  the  Great  Belt.     There  are  some  batteries 
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for  its  defeuce,  but  they  could  uot  binder  the  Spanish  general, 
Romana,  from  collecting  his  troops,  and  putting  to  sea  in 
English  ships  that  were  waiting  for  them.  In  two  hours,  we 
crossed  the  Great  Belt  to  Korson,  a  work  of  labour; — soon 
we  were  assailed  with  petitions  for  money  to  drink,  and  there 
IS  no  reasoning  with  them ;  we  are  forced  to  submit. 

ZEALAND. 

Zealand  is  a  very  fruitful  country,  has  fine  woodlands  and 
soil,  but  the  spectator  can  observe  nothing  without  or  within 
the  houses  but  what  is  mean,  and  the  people  do  not  appear 
in  a  thriving  condition.  One  circumstance  I  remarked  in 
their  agriculture,  that  their  plough  is  too  heavy  for  thorough 
action.  They  require,  for  that  part  of  husbandry,  the  use  of 
four  and  frequently  six  horses,  while  we  plough  very  heavy 
lands  with  only  one,  or  two  at  most.  The  conductor  of  the 
plough  does  not  guide  the  horses ;  he  goes  behind  in  the  fur- 
row, steering  the  unwieldy  machine,  and  perpetually  stooping, 
which  must  be  a  very  tiresome  if  not  insalubrious  method. 
The  expence  of  cultivation  must  be  great;  but  there  are,  no 
doubt,  political  causes  also,  which  have  their  unfavourable 
effects-  The  high-roads  are  excellent,  and  travelling  is  very 
expeditious:  many  grave-hillocks  appear  as  usual. 

In  the  church  at  Kingstedt  they  show  some  of  the  tombs 
of  their  monarchs,  as  of  Canute,  and  of  Eric  Plogpennig,  who 
was  murdered  by  his  brother  and  entombed  in  a  pillar.  The 
English,  in  1807,  opened  this  pillar,  but  found  only  the  usual 
mortal  remains.  The  bones  of  one  of  their  queens,  also,  are 
preserved  in  an  old  chest.  The  houses  are  low-built,  having 
only  ground-floors.  The  horses  in  this  island  are  of  dimi-r 
nished  value.  The  Danes  arc  a  polite,  kind-hearted,  and  brave 
people.  Among  their  agreeable  damsels,  many  delicate  little 
creatures  are  to  be  met  with,  in  whose  mouths,  through  a  soft 
musical  pipe,  the  Danish  language  sounds  very  pleasing  and 
sonorous.  In  most  of  the  cities  within  this  monarchy,  there 
are  lodges  of  free^masons  and  amateur-theatres.  In  Odensee, 
the  general  of  the  cavalry  had  the  direction.  Roschild  is  a 
pleasant  little  lively  town.  In  its  cathedral  are  some  monu- 
ments of  tlu;  Danish  kings.  The  land  has  a  uniform  appear- 
ance, and  is  well  cultivated.  The  prospect  of  Copenliagen 
excites  and  inspires  admiration.  It  is  a  great  and  gay  city, 
and  when  transplanted  to  it  from  rural  repose,  I  felt  charmed 
and  enchanted.  The  laws  of  Denmark  require  a  length  of 
time,  or  intense  application,  for  a  person  to  become  familiar 
with  them.  In  many  parts,  customs  deduced  from  the  re- 
motest antiquity  still   prevail ;  and  ^xcry  where,  ordinanctn, 
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regulations,  prescriptive  rights,  collegiate  resolutions,  kc,  &c. 
framed,  at  first,  from  temporary  urgencies,  have  since  become 
the  fixed  and  fundamental  rules  of  their  establishments.  How- 
ever, it  may  be  truly  said,  that  although  the  king*  rules  as  ai» 
absolute  sovereign,  his  people  are  contented,  for  I  have  wit- 
nessed no  symptoms  of  complaint ;  and  this  is  no  trifling 
matter  in  an  age  like  the  present,  when  disaffection  is  so  uni- 
versal, and  murmuring  is  the  order  of  the  day.  The  kingV 
titles  run  thus:  Frederic  the  Sixth,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  Vandalia,  and  Gothland,  Duke 
of  Sleswick,  Holstein,  Ditmarsh,  and  Oldenburg.  His  foreign 
possessions  are  the  Ferro  Isles  ;  the  Island  of  Iceland ;  the 
west  coast  of  Greenland;  three  islands  in  the  West  Indies, 
St.  Croix,  St.  Thomas,  and  St.  John's.  Some  forts  on  the 
Guinea  coast ;  settlements  in  the  East  Indies ;  Tranquebar, 
upon  the  Coromandel  coast;  establishments  for  commerce  in 
Malabar  and  Bengal,  and  the  Nicobar  Islands.  The  extent* 
of  the  whole  kingdom  of  Denmark  may  be  estimated  at  about 
2,400  square  miles.  In  most  parts,  they  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate and  turn  to  account  their  breed  of  horses.  Jutland,  the 
Island  Mors,  the  country  of  Sailing  and  Thyne,  are  prolific 
in  riding  and  draught  horses.  Funen  and  Zealand  furnish 
the  coursers  :  Germany  and  France  have  their  best  from  Den- 
mark, as  also  Russia  and  Sweden,  both  for  riding  and  draught. 
In  fact,  it  may  be  asserted  that  Denmark  acquires  a  million  of 
rix-dollars  per  annum  from  other  states,  for  horses  alone. 
Nor  is  it  a  detriment,  in  respect  to  the  Danish  cavalry,  as  they 
use  the  horses  in  the  country.  The  royal  studs  at  Fredericks- 
berg  are  very  considerable.  In  Funen  they  are  mostly 
private  studs,  but  the  finest  of  all  are  found  in  Holstein  and 
Sleswick.  The  first  stud-ordinance  was  issued  June  the  16th, 
1686.  It  commands  proprietors  of  estates,  clergymen,  and 
farmers  to  keep  a  certain  number  of  able  mares,  and  every 
farm-yard  to  be  provided  with  a  stallion.  It  is  a  real  gratifi- 
cation to  view  these  noble  animals ;  for  one  of  man's  chief 
comforts  consists  in  enjoying  the  faculties  or  energies  of  a  pow- 
erful and  serviceable  horse.  The  exportation  of  cattle  for 
fattening,  likewise,  is  another  source  of  emolument  in  this 
country.  A  bishop  of  Odensee,  named  Jennes  Baldenack, 
first  began,  according  to  report,  this  trading  speculation.  To 
this  man's  memory  a  monument  is  certainly  more  due,  than  to 
a  whole  host  of  princes,  conquerors,  players,  and  fanatics.  The 
King  of  Denmark  is  justly  entitled  to  the  glory  of  having,  in 
1791,  abolished  the  slave-trade;  since  1803,  this  abominable 
traffic  is  universally  discountenanced.  The  country,  at  large, 
formerly  employed  about  2,700  great  and  small   ehjpe.  which 
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were  manned  with  21,000  seamen.  The  amount  of  the  king'n 
annual  revenue  is  about  8,000  rix-dollars.  The  Danish  mile 
is  nearly  equal  to  the  German,  or  geographical  one;  fourteen 
and  a  half  go  to  one  degree  of  the  equator.  In  round  numbers, 
the  Danish  mile  comprises  12,000  ells,  and  the  ell  is  two  feet, 
which  mode  of  computation  is  the  same  as  among  the  Rhinc'- 
landers.  The  money-reckonings,  in  Denmark,  are  in  rix- 
doliars,  marks,  and  shillings ;  six  marks  make  a  rix-dollar ; 
sixteen  shillings  go  to  the  mark;  and  ninety-six  shillings  are 
equal  to  a  rix-dollar.  The  Danish  rix-dollar,  current,  is  equi- 
valent to  a  common  dollar  four  groshes  and  two-pence,  or 
about  twenty  florins;  but  the  rix-dollar,  in  specie,  contains  one 
ordinary  dollar  ten  groshes  and  nine-pence.  Paper  is  the 
general  circulating  medium.  The  course  of  exchange,  in 
May,  1817,  was  low ;  I  received,  for  the  Dutch  ducat,  twelve 
rix-dollars  in  paper-money. 

The  Danish  language,  which  branches  into  several  dialects, 
is  so  nearly  allied  to  the  German,  that  a  number  of  words, 
phrases,  and  syntactical  constructions  are  found  in  it,  which 
resemble  those  of  our  Lower  German  boors.  In  its  present 
state  of  cultivation,  it  has  adhered  to  the  old  stamina,  from 
which  we  have  deviated,  and  it  rather  approximates  to  the  Eng- 
lish and  the  Flemish-Dutch.  It  is  certainly  softer  and  more 
agreeable  to  the  ear  than  the  High-German  ;  but,  on  that  very 
account,  it  seems  harder  to  acquire.  The  physiognomy  of  the 
Danes,  their  hair  and  eyes,  pretty  clearly  evince  their  German 
origin.  The  old  Danes  were  a  race  of  pirates  and  robbers, 
and,  down  to  the  middle  ages,  spread  terror  on  different  coasts, 
under  the  name  of  Normans,  or  northern  men.  The  present 
inhabitants  of  Denmark  are  of  a  pacific  turn,  with  but  little  (of 
audacious)  enterprise  in  their  character.  A  quiet,  cool,  rea- 
sonable temperament  predominates ;  nothing  but  the  amor 
patiice  can  rouse  them  to  enthusiasm.  Still  1  am  of  opinion, 
that  the  Danes  are  naturally  brave,  and  that  their  national 
ardour  would  show  itself  completely  awakened,  urged  on  by  a 
due  stimulus,  and  well  conducted.  Towards  foreigners  they 
are  very  polite,  although  somewhat  reserved  in  their  social 
intercourse.  On  the  whole,  however,  they  are  a  good  and 
worthy  people. 

COPENHAGEN. 

Copenhagen  is  a  beautiful  city,  containing  80,000  inha- 
bitants, with  broad  and  pretty  straight  streets,  and  good  build^* 
ings  among  the  respectable  citizens'  houses.  There  are  also 
magnificent  hotels  belonging  to  the  upper  classes.  Copen- 
hagen may  vie,  in  some  respects,  with  any  of  the  finest  citie» 
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in  Europe,  and  possesses  one  g-reat  advantage,  that  its  several 
harbours,  full  of  ships,  present  a  living"  and  active  prospect  of 
human  ingenuity  and  industry,  while  ils  habitations  are  the 
abodes  of  content  and  tranquillity.  The  royal  castles  are  truly 
splendid.  The  public  libraries,  hospitals,  repositories  x)f  art, 
and  all  the  other  national  institutions,  afford  great  satisfaction 
and  surpass  expectation.  The  king's  stables  are  full  of  the 
finest  studs  of  horses,  which  are  trained  in  an  excellent  manner. 
The  streets,  in  general,  are  kept  very  clean.  In  the  Oster- 
strasse,  is  the  greatest  fhrong,  as  most  of  the  principal  shop- 
keepers reside  there.  The  crowd  of  people  in  the  broad  streets 
is  less  apparent.  Luxury  is  not  epidemical  among  the  fair 
sex,  though  what  little  appears  of  it  is  carried  to  an  extrava- 
gant length.  The  number  of  handsome  and  attractive  young 
women  is  particularly  observable.  With  all  these  inviting 
circumstances,  Copenhagen  has  an  air  of  dullness  which,  con- 
sidering it  as  a  great  mart  for  trade,  with  vessels  from  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  as  the  residence  of  the  court,  may  seem 
paradoxical.  But,  among  these  people,  one  misses  that  cheer- 
ful briskness,  that  sentimental  animation,  which  distinguishes 
the  French  nation,  and  even  many  classes  of  the  German. 
Excepting  merchants,  but  few  foreigners  visit  Denmark,  so 
that  a  traveller  is  regarded  as  an  object  of  extreme  curiosity. 
The  inmates  run  to  the  windows,  and  call  others  out  from  the 
apartments,  into  the  streets,  to  join  in  the  general  gaze.  I  had 
once  an  escort  of  at  least  twenty  persons  after  me.  As  their 
manner  was  respectful,  and  it  entertained  me,  I  used  to  stop 
short,  suffer  them  to  stare,  and  then  bow  to  the  throng,  who 
would  return  my  salutations  very  cordially.  This  only  lasted 
some  days,  after  which  I  was  no  longer  wondered  at. 

The  taverns,  ordinaries,  and  inns,  are,  considering  the  cus- 
toms of  the  country,  very  good  ;  but  a  Rhine-lander  does  not 
overload  his  stomach  at  Copenhagen,  though  the  Prussians 
reproach  our  people  with  taking  too  many  meals,  and  an 
exuberance  of  wine,  at  all  risks.  Copenhagen  is  one  of  the 
best  maritime  stations  in  the  world.  The  largest  ships  come 
close  into  harbour,  in  full  sail.  They  arrive  from  all  parts ; 
but  the  fleet,  from  defects  in  its  administration,  seems  to  be 
an  engine  without  power.  It  is  evident  that  England  engrosses 
the  best  part  of  the  trade.  In  Denmark,  a  greater  sum  of 
universal  prosperity  prevails ;  its  inhabitants  are  not  so  im- 
mensely rich  as  in  some  other  nations,  but  they  live  more 
generally  in  a  state  of  competence.  While  the  French  and 
even  English  populace  are  crying  for  bread,  the  Danes  enjoy 
a  more  than  [)arsimonious  plenty.  But  why  has  not  Denmark 
more  manufactures?  Some  say,  **  because  living  is  too  dear!" 
YoTACw  and  Travels,  No,  J.  Vol  V,  D 
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Id  England,  however,  living  is  much  dearer,  and  yet  the  whoftf 
country  is  full  of  manufactorifS.  Nations  of  a  lively  turn 
voluntarily  engage  in  great  speculative  undertakings;  while 
those  of  a  more  sedate  temperanYent  mu?»t  be  dragged,  as  it 
were,  into  ihem,  by  their  rulers.  The  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth was  the  epoch  from  which  England's  maritime  greatness 
commenced  its  career.  The  pas'i'ive  character  and  contented- 
ness  of  the  Danes  may,  perhaps,  be  carried  to  a  fault ;  and  cer- 
tainly it  was  not  the  best  policy  of  earlier  ages,  that  the  Danes 
should  be  perpetually  contending  with  Sweden,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  both  kingdoms. 

Denmark  has  occasionally  produced  distinguished  characters. 
In  Prussia,  sev^eral  of  the  inen  who  retain  the  prime  situations 
under  government  are  Danes.  In  no  other  country,  perhapn, 
have  individual  citizens  made  such  large  sacrifices  to  the 
public  welfare  as  in  Denmark.  Here  are  hospitals,  national 
libraries,  and  academies,  all  founded  and  endowed  by  single 
persons,  and  from  motives  merely  patriotic.  The  environs  of 
Copenhagen  are  particularly  agreeable;  excellent  roads  con- 
duct to  ail  parts  of  the  country,  stately  rows  of  trees  border 
avenues  that  form  pleasing  promenades  in  the  suburbs.  The 
fortifications  are  in  good  condition,  one  part  of  their  strength 
consists  in  the  vast  reservoirs  of  water  that  surround  them. 
The  approach  by  that  way  would  not  be  easy,  if  the  roads 
were  cut  up,  or  removed,  or  if  batteries  were  erected  before 
them;  but  the  houses  being  subject  to  the  flames,  in  that  res- 
pect Fredcricksberg  has  the  advantage  of  Copenhagen.  Hence 
it  should  seem,  that  if  the  latter  be  not  made  secure,  the  whole 
series  of  fortification  must  be  precarious,  and  the  works  would 
be  better  converted  into  promenades.  One  material  point,  in 
every  warlike  state,  should  be  to  keep  the  country  well  stocked 
with  good  horses.  No  indifferently-mounted  cavalry  could 
have  slood  a  brunt  with  Napoleon's  French  guards,  in  this 
respect,  the  Danish  cavalry  takes  the  lead,  having,  at  all  times, 
an  abundant  supply  of  excellent  horses ;  it  may  be  alleged, 
however,  that  their  beasts  are  too  heavy  for  a  light  cavalry,  and 
it  is  admitted  (hat  the  Austrians  herein  have  a  decided  supe- 
riority, from  their  provident  regulations  in  that  department. 

The  similarity  between  the  Danish  and  German  languages 
will  appear  from  the  following  examples,  taken  from  a  Voca- 
bulary, as  they  occur,  in  the  alphabetical  order:  aanng, 
ursache,  cause;  «///,  at ht,  attention;  alder,  alter,  age;  arbeide^ 
arbeit,  work;  back,  bach,  brook;  been,  bein,  limb;  bog,  buch, 
book;  dacksel,  deckel,  lid  ;  dag^  tag,  day;  dul,  tiiat,  valley; 
brackke,  b:echen,  to  break;  ende,  enden,  to  finish,  &c.  fitc. 
There  are,  however,  many  words  in  which  not  the  sli^i^hteMl  re- 
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semblance  can  be  traced.    I  have  met  with  attractive  Dani«h 
females,  who  have  as  fascinating'  powers  in  conversation  as  the 
Parisian  ladies,  but  phrases  and  sounds  like  this,  "  De  elsker 
sn  smukke  pige,"  (importing,  that  ♦<  you  love  a  pretty  lass,") 
cannot  be  a  treat  to  the  ear,  however  gracious  their  language 
might  seem  on  other  accounts.     The  patroles  in  Copenhagen 
are  all  great  songsters ;  there  is  no  end  to  their  music,  but  they 
bawl  hideously.     Their  number  is  upwards  of  a  hundred.     On 
the  2d  of  May,  which  was  a  day  of  public  devotion,  two  police- 
oificers,   attended    by  as   many  patroles,  armed   with  spears, 
inarched  in  a  solemn  way  through  the  streets,  to  see  that  the 
shops  were  shut,  and  that  due  order  and  decorum  were  ob* 
served.     The  Castle  of  Fredericksberg  and  its  fine  park  then 
became  the  favourite  haunt;  young  and  old  repaired  thither, 
after  the  hours  of  prayer ;  and  in  the  neighbouring  places  of 
xecreation^  there  was  no  deficiency  of  either  feasting  or  tip* 
piing,  for  both  Bacchus  and  Comus  are  adored   in  Denmark, 
and   especially  at  the   national  festivals.     The  royal   park  m 
truly  beautiful  in  itself,  and  from  it  are  views  and  prospects 
that  render  it  enchanting-.     The  king  frequently  shares  in  the 
mild  satisfaction  of  his  subjects,  and  walks  about,  in  the  midst 
of  them,  attended  only  by  his  daughter.     In  every  house,  his 
picture  is,  to  be  seen,  and  the  estimation  he  is  held   in  by  his 
people  must  be  higlily  gratifying  to  a  sentimeiital  observer. 
JEvery  day,  at  one  o'clock,  the  king  and  the  crown-princess  may 
be  seen  walking  in   public.     Any  petition   may   then   be  pre- 
sented to  them :  I  have  heard  many  persons  talk,   in  the  most 
affecting  terms,   of   their   benevolence    and   goodness.      The 
j3rincess  appears  very  amiable;    her  fine   German  blue  eyes 
look  like  reflecting  mirrors  of  the  bright  qualities  of  her  mind. 
The  regent,  who  was  once  united  with  her,  laboured  equally 
for   the   good   of  mankind.      The  queen,  of  whom    also  the 
people  speak  in  high  praise,  lives  more  reclus^,  or,  at  least« 
1  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  see  her.     Every  one  is  eager  to 
meet  the  king  when  he  walks  out  with  his  daughter,  and   I 
could  not   but  share  in  the  pleasure  of  doing  so,  too,  almost 
daily,  the  more  so  when  I  found  that  his  subjects  had  such  easy 
access  to  him,  and  were  so  comparatively  happy.     Tyrants 
and  their  flatterers  perish  and  are  soon  forgotten  ; — but  sove- 
reig^ns  like  Maria  Theresa  and  Henry  the  Fourth  will  live  for 
ever,  in  the  grateful  recollections  of  the  wise  and  good.     A 
iine  obelisk   immortalizes  the  event   of  the   abolition    of  the 
traffic  in  human  flesh  ;  it  stands  before  the  western  gate.    Thus 
the  free  citizens  of  Copenhagen,   in   their  veneration  for  the 
kins',  do  honour  to  themselves*     Such  monuments  also,  redound 
|o  tns  btauiy  of  their  cf^pital,  while  humanity  h  ch«sred,  and 


f$  Journal  through  the  ^^orth  of  Germany,  ^c, 

negroes  M^iil  no  longer  be  a  mercantile  commodity  amon^ 
tbose  noble-minded  subjects  in  whom  his  majesty  so  justly 
prides  himself. 

Agriculture,  in  Denmark,  is  not  what  it  might  be;  the 
Danish  plough  id  too  heavy,  every  where  requiring  four,  and 
sometimes  even  six  horses;  no  clover  grass  is  cultivated,  and 
the  produce  of  fruits  is  neglected.  The  carts  of  the  husband- 
men are  long  and  narrow  sorts  of  chests,  which  admit  of  being 
but  lightly  loaded ;  their  wheels  are  but  small,  and  the  axle- 
trees  are  very  short.  They  move  along  trotting,  and  the  cross- 
roads being  full  of  deep  ruts,  the  horses  are  forced  on  one 
side,  to  step  their  feet  into  them.  One  cannot  help  pitying 
those  poor  beasts,  and  Momus,  if  present,  would  reproach  na- 
ture for  not  accommodating  their  legs  to  such  an  inconvenience. 
The  school-institutions  are  like  those  in  some  other  countries, 
more  adapted  to  promote  man's  moral  than  his  intellectual 
culture ;  in  short,  to  console  him,  if  unfortunate,  rather  than 
make  the  best  of  his  actual  existence.  To  found  national 
schools  in  which  girls  might  be  instructed  in  knitting,  sewing, 
all  sorts  of  domestic  work,  preparing  the  various  kinds  of  human 
aliment,  cheapest  dishes,  cleanliness,  &c.  &c.  and  boys  taught 
the  best  cultivation  of  land,  a  knowledge  of  the  different 
fruits,  produce  of  trees,  &c.  ipaking  the  several  articles  of 
household  furniture  and  dress,  to  look  after  cattle  and  their 
diseases,  weaving,  &c.  &c.  this  plan  of  instruction  has  seldom 
hitherto  been  acted  upon ;  they  now  learn,  however,  to  read 
and  write,  which  are  things  the  peasants  have  occasion  for 
as  well  as  others. 

On  the  abolition  of  the  feodal  laws,  in  consequence  of  pro- 
perty becoming  more  universally  diffused,  the  people  began,  in 
addition  to  their  baptismal  names,  to  assume  generical  or 
family  appellations.  Thus,  in  many  of  the  Russian  slates,  a 
slave  still  receives  one  from  his  seignorial  master,  on  being 
emancipated.  And  in  Denmark,  as  a  testimony  of  the  bond- 
age of  former  ages,  most  of  the  peasants  have  no  other  sur- 
name than  Peter  Peterson,  Jacob  Peterson,  or  the  sons  of 
Peter,  &c.  Tacitus  says,  that  fifty-three  dift'erent  nations  in- 
habited ancient  Germany,  and  Bragur  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  emigrations  of  some  of  them.  "  Under  Tarqui- 
nius  Priscus,  they  built  Bergamo  in  Italy.  The  Catti,  Alans, 
Vandals,  and  Suevi,  went  into  Spain.  The  C'arpiani,  Marco- 
manni,  and  Quadiani,  passed  into  Croatia.  The  Goths  into 
Transylvania.  The  Sicambri,  with  eleven  other  hordes  less 
known,  into  Gaul.  The  Vandals  and  Alans,  passing  from 
Spain  over  into  Africa,  settled  there.  The  VVest-Goths  and  Bur- 
gundians  emigrated  into  part  of  |(vaul.     The  Saxons,  Angles, 


CapenhMg&n.  39 

and  Gaetiani,  went  over  to  Britain.  The  Heruli,  and  another 
people  of  minor  note,  established  themselves  in  Italy,  As, 
therefore,  the  East  Goths  became  inhabitants  of  Servia  and 
Bulg-aria,  the  Longobards  of  Lombardy,  as  the  Franks  took 
possession  of  France,  and  England  owed  its  name  to  the 
Angles;  the  whole  mass,  whether  of  races  unmixed  or  mongrel, 
belong  to  the  German  aboriginals.  This  receives  confirma- 
tion, on  comparing  the  various  modern  langfuages  with  the  old 
German,  when  an  affinity  is  easily  noted.  The  spot  of  ground 
upon  which  a  man  is  born,  thenceforward  becomes  his  country  ; 
and  little  as  its  confines  may  mark  it,  the  well-being  of  that 
small  portion  of  the  earth  chiefly  rivets  his  attention,  till  he  is 
led  to  reflect  on  the  vast  area  which  incloses  it.  The  Rhine 
was  anciently  the  boundary  for  Gaul ;  in  after-ages  part  of 
Spain  also  belonged  to  the  Emperor  of  the  Franks;  but  the 
Directory  of  Five  prescribed  the  real  frontiers  which  nature 
intended  for  France.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  orphaned 
countries  of  Belgium,  with  many  German  principalities,  have 
long  been  disposed  to  become  provinces  of  France.  As  for 
power  and  strength,  wealth  and  national  feeling,  these  countries, 
under  the  French  dominion,  were  beginning  to  expand  widely. 
Prussia,  however,  must  be  the  present  country  of  the  Rhine- 
landers;  Prussia,  which  is  not  sensible  of  their  importance: 
or  rather  she  has  rendered  them  eternally  her  enemies. 

In  England,  among  the  four-footed  tribes,  I  never  could  have 
sight  of  a  wolf;  and  in  Denmark,  one  misses  that  friendly  and 
useful  animal,  the  ass.  In  Copenhagen,  as  in  many  other 
places,  the  people  complain  of  the  Jews,  that  they  monopolize 
the  trade  of  the  country.  If  it  be  demanded  why  the  other 
classes  of  society  do  not  exert  equal  activity,  the  reply  is,  that 
the  Jews  take  but  small  profits,  and  rest  satisfied  with  making 
moderate  fortunes.  It  ought,  then,  to  be  a  ground  of  satisfac- 
tion, a  subject  of  approbation,  that  the  Jews,  in  commerce,  like 
the  Protestant  in  religion,  constitute  a  kind  of  stimulus  to  for- 
ward the  inertia  of  the  rest.  In  Copenhagen,  there  are  none 
of  those  coflTee^iouses  which  in  France,  JEngland,  and  Ger- 
many, form  such  pleasant  resorts  and  domicils  for  travellers; 
in  Denmark,  the  confectioners  perform  part  of  these  good 
offices,  by  selling  chocolate  and  liqueurs,  together  with  their 
cakes  and  sweetmeats.  Billiards  are  only  in  the  clubs,  where 
it  requires  a  formal  introduction  to  procure  admittance.  The 
Danish  churches  not  a  little  resemble  the  Catholic,  they  have 
their  paraphernalia  of  altars,,  pictures,  and  legends ;  miracles  set 
forth  in  painting  and  sculpture,  that  might  be  matched  with 
some  in  Rome.  Surplices  and  mitres,  with  gold  and  silver 
^embroidery,  adorn  their  priests,  and  glitter  about  the  altar. 
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Some  of  the  churches  have  pews  up  to  the  very  choir,  not  ua- 
like  the  boxes  of  a  theatre.  Apparently,  there  is  no  very  ereat 
difference  between  the  religious  riles  and  ceremonies  of  Den- 
mark, and  those  of  Catholic  countries.  In  Copenhag^en,  sermons 
ere  preached  in  the  Danish,  German,  and  French  lang-u^jSi^es. 
Their  church-yards  are  within  the  city ;  the  graves  are  decked 
with  plants  and  flowers.  The  numerous  furniture-articles  in 
their  churches,  on  which  they  sit  and  loll  at  their  ease,  are  not 
much  adapted  to  elevate  their  thoughts  to  a  becoming  solem- 
nity: an  indirect  object  seems  to  be,  to  pass  away  the  time  as 
commodiously  as  possible.  Before  the  pews  are  little  curtains, 
mostly  kept  drawn,  which  in  Christians  not  very  devout  excite 
odd  ideas,  on  seeing  the  young  of  both  sexes  thus  privately 
huddled  together,  not  to  be  disturbed  or  noticed  in  their  re- 
ligious exercises.  The  places  of  worship  in  Copenhagen  are 
but  thinly  attended;  and  yet,  they  are  about  building  two  more 
large  churches.  Working  on  Sundays  is  as  general  as  on  the 
other  days.  The  peasants  till  the  ground,  and  ail  the  mechanics 
carry  on  their  trades.  Some  exceptions  there  are,  that  in  the 
evening  the  theatres  are  shut,  and  nothing  is  publicly  sold. 
Their  shop-doors  are  closed,  but  they  have  most  of  them 
private  entrances,  and  none  make  any  secret  of  working,  as 
much  as  on  the  rest  of  the  week. 

In  Ulk-street,  the  hideous  priestesses  of  the  Paphian  goddess 
have  established  their  temples.  They  expose  themselves  at 
ihe  windows,  and  their  offensive  invitations  become  shocking 
eights  to  the  respectable  part  of  the  community.  The  custom 
among  the  ancient  Germans  of  eating  horse-flesh  is  retained  ia 
Denmark^  If  a  horse  breaks  a  leg,  or  becomes  useless*  the 
magistrate  makes  inquiry  respecting  his  soundness,  and  he  is 
killed  for  eatings  The  museum  here,  or  cabinet  of  curiosities, 
is  an  immense  repository  of  all  such  various  antiquities  as 
human  industry,  art^,  and  skill,  have  been  able  to  accumulate 
from  the  earliest  ages,  to  be  treasured  up  as  monuments  for 
immortality^  they  are  crowded  together,  with  a  certain  arrange- 
ment, in  several  apartments^  Among  this  collection  are  some 
articles  of  inestimable  rarity^  a  mere  description  of  them,  as 
fihewn  here,  would  convey  neither  to  the  eye  nor  the  mind 
adequate  ideas  of  their  real  worth.  The  cabinet  of  minerals 
contains  many  from  ail  parts  of  the  world,  among  which,  those 
from  Iceland  appear  most  worthy  of  notice,  as  that  island  is 
but  little  known,  and  there  are  parts  of  it  that,  even  in  the 
latest  periods,  no  traveller  has  yet  visited.  A  survey  of  these 
'Objects  led  me  on  to  contemplate  the  vast  theatre  which  God's 
rich  creation  presents.  On  inspecting  such  multifarious  ob- 
jects, the  soul   feels  a  philosophical  flsvation,  which  sdiffcAd 
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constructed  by  the  hands  of  mortals  are  insufficient  to  inspire. 
Ye  woods  of  ancient  Germany!  where  the  sky  forms  the 
canopy,  and  a  tranquil  solitude  attests  the  orisons  of  honest 
sincerity,  how  oft  have  ye  created  grateful  sensations,  which 
no  temple  could  ever  awaken  ! 

During  my  stay  in  Copenhagen,  a  ship  arrived  from  China^ 
with  a  considerable  loading  of  tea,  and  twenty  thousand  pieces 
of  nankeen,  having  completed  her  voyage  to  and  from  in  eleveji 
months.  If  we  were  as  enlightened  as  we  profess  to  be,  me- 
thinks  we  should  let  the  English  keep  their  manufactures,  and 
the  Chinese  their  leaves;  and  expend  our  money  in  employing 
or  relieving  our  countrymen,  who  are  emigrating  by  thousands^ 
On  Easter-day,  I  observed  the  people  all  at  work:  among  the 
Danes,  it  seems,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  rest.  Walking  out 
on  the  sabbath,  I  met  a  corpse  which  a  long  train  of  empty 
coaches  were  following.  This  is  a  custom  here  among'  the 
rich,  that  I  interpreted  thus: — vanity  seeks  ils  gratification  with 
as  little  trouble  as  possible.  The  weather  then  being  fine,  and 
a  warm  rain  having-  elicited  the  fresh  verdure,  multitudes  were 
thronging  to  the  delightful  gardens  of  Fredericksberg.  The 
king  and  princesses  walked  about  in  the  midst  of  the  crowd.. 
His  majesty  is  continually  seen  in  this  manner  among  his  sub-, 
jects,  by  whom  he  is  heartily  beloved  ;  a  gratification  which  he 
bfks  no  ambition  to  exchange  for  the  fetters  of  parade  and 
etiquette.  A  number  of  lovely  young  women  were  skipping 
about  like  fauns.  We  fancy  the  INorih  to  be  the  chill  nursery 
of  a  meagre  stoical  tribe,  but  I  found  the  spring  of  Italy  painted 
on  the  countenances  of  the  Danish  females ;  and  while  its  in- 
creasing glow  palpitates  in  their  bosoms,  in  complexion,  they  far 
surpass  the  fairest  of  the  Italian  fair.  Fine  light  hair,  ruddy 
cheeks,  with  beautiful  blue  eyes,  form  an  enchanting  harmony, 
which  old  age  only  can  look  at  as  a  virtuoso.  The  king  attends 
to  the  complaints  and  requests  of  his  subjects,  even  the  meanest 
of  them,  with  entire  complacency:  none  approach  him  in  doubts 
and  fears,  but  cheerfully  as  a  child  would  beg  a  favour  of  his 
parent.  Frederic  VI.  makes  use  of  his  sovereign  power  with 
the  sincerest  wishes  to  do  good. 

The  public  libraries  are  full  of  the  choicest  works  ;  the  royal 
one,  however,  seems  to  require  a  better  arrangement.  There 
are  manuscripts  in  it  said  to  be  of  unappreciable  value,  but  if 
so  highly  prized,  why  not  copied  in  printing?  If  in  an  unem- 
ployed state,  where  is  the  utility  of  their  thousand  years'  anti- 
quity? They  resemble  those  diplomas  of  nobility  which  illus- 
trate the  grandeur  of  ancestors  that  for  centuries  have  been 
mouldering  in  the  dust.  In  Demnark,  the  traveller  has  no 
such  palaces  to  view  as  in  Italy,  no  superb  paintings,  no  marbled 
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halls  with  colonade  vestibules,  no  statues;  he  meets  with  no 
immensely  rich  nobles,  &c.  no  churches  of  gfranite  and  por- 
phyry; but  then  he  is  not  disgusted  with  herds  of  beggars  that 
creep  about  the  Italian  edifices,  picking  out  the  vermin  by 
which  they  are  devoured  !  At  Naples,  in  Murat's  reia^n,  I  saw 
a  woman  fall  down  dead  in  the  streets,  and  the  bystanders  ex- 
claimed, "  she  died  from  starvation  !"  At  Portici,  at  the  foot 
of  Mount  Vesuvius,  I  threw  a  bone  that  had  been  clean  picked 
to  my  dog;  two  mendicants  who  stood  near  flew  at  him  and 
ravenously  tore  it  away  from  the  animal !  In  Rome  and  in 
Florence,  beggars  lie  in  the  streets  by  whole  troops,  endeavour- 
ing to  awaken  the  sympathy  of  passeng^ers  by  mutilating  their 
own  limbs.  In  Italy,  the  grand  renaezvous  of  tourists,  and 
where  the  middling  classes  of  society  appear  totally  extinct, 
the  holy  father  scatters  his  benediciions,  with  an  unsparing 
hand  ;  but  his  government  mingles  no  fellow-feeling  wiih  the 
distracting  wretchedness  that  abounds  in  his  states.  In  Den- 
mark, there  are  no  beggars;  happy  Hyperboreans  !  I  witnessed 
only  one  instance  of  distress  (if  such  it  could  be  termed)  while 
I  resided  in  the  Danish  capital,  and  that  was  doubtless  the 
eflTect  of  indolence  or  prodigality.  A  young  female  adventurer 
came  to  my  lodginof  with  a  letter  of  recommendation,  (which, 
however,  deposed  nothing  in  her  favour)  to  solicit  pecuniary 
succours.  Her  father  had  been  a  manufacturer,  but  was  killed 
during  the  last  war ;  her  mother  was  ill  at  the  hospital:  still 
she  was  so  smartly  attired,  and  had  such  a  fine  new  silk  parasol, 
that  I  merely  gave  her  wherewith  to  purchase  a  dinner. 
L/Uxury  seems  mal-a-propos  in  persons  who  have  to  subsist  on 
the  slender  and  precarious  capital  of  benevolence.  The  road 
from  Copenhagen  to  Fredericksberg,  winds  through  neat  vil- 
lages, well  cultivated  lands,  fine  woods,  and  rows  of  stately 
trees;  a  number  of  pretty  and  tasty  country-seats  add  life  to 
the  surrounding  scenery.  The  city  is  a  very  clean  one  :  the 
king's  castle  has  a  majestic  elevation,  with  noble  reser- 
voirs; it  wears  the  enerfjeiic  features  of  knio^ht-errantry,  illus- 
trative of  which,  hundreds  of  pictures  embellish  the  apartments; 
the  whole  suitable  to  such  venerable  times.  On  the  city  side, 
the  castle  is  encompassed  by  ill-built  stables,  which  obscure 
the  beauties  of  the  other  parts  of  it,  to  that  direction  ;  the 
opposite  side,  on  the  contrary,  is  surrounded  by  water  and  a 
charming  grove.  The  king's  far-famed  stud  of  horses  did  not 
equal  my  expecJations ;  they  are  badly  arranged,  and  want  in- 
spection. I'he  fine  young  colts  were  placed  pell-mell  in  the 
conservatory,  which  is  much  too  small  ;  the  expences  in  con- 
sequence exceeded  the  advantages,  because  the  management 
of  the  whdte  was  good  for  nothing.     There  are,  however,  some 


extremely  beautiful  horses  among  them.  On  the  regulations 
of  the  finances  (those  pests  of  nations)  which,  every  where, 
people  are  in  hopes  of  rendering  better,  but,  in  so  many 
countries,  seem  daily  to  be  made  worse :  on  the  present  state 
of  those  laws  which  the  sophisticated  folly  of  our  century  has 
undertaken  to  illustrate,  yet  only  rendered  more  obscure,  I 
shall  not  descant,  because  to  be  able  to  treat  fully  of  these 
topics,  one  ought  to  have  made  a  considerable  stay  in  the 
country.  Suffice  it  to  observe,  that  Denmark,  with  some  short 
interruptions,  has  long  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  peace,  and,  like 
all  other  states,  required  it;  her  people  are  impartially  governed, 
and  the  king  is  universally  popular.  The  true  policy  of  the 
Scandinavian  nations,  from  their  affinity  and  mutual  relation- 
ships, would  be  to  live  in  the  most  united  friendship.  The 
people,  however,  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  NorWay,  have  an 
insuperable  aversion  towards  each  other,  a  consequence  of 
their  perpetual  wars  in  ancient  times:  that  they  are  of  one 
family,  and  of  a  similar  origin,  their  respective  histories  and 
languages  plainly  demonstrate.  Near  Fredericksberg,  on  the 
way  to  Helsingor,  we  saw  multitudes  of  young  horses  from 
the  royal  studs,  that  with  their  dams  were  frisking  about  the 
meadows  or  rolling  in  the  grass.  The  road  lies  through  a  suc- 
cession of  fine  forests.  The  royal  castle  of  Fredensberg  is 
delightfully  contiguous  to  the  lake  Esrom;  the  peaceful  still- 
ness of  the  forests  which  surround  the  lake  is  propitious  to 
Meditation,  and  invites  to  very  pleasing  reveries. 

HELSINGOR. 

Helsingor  (or  Elsinore)  coriiains  about  six  thousand  inha- 
bitants ;  but  neither  the  streets  nor  houses  can  by  any  means 
be  called  handsome.  Just  before  this  place,  stands  Maria- 
Lust,  (a  summer-seat)  where  Juliana,  well  known  in  the  history 
of  the  unfortunate  Caroline-Matilda,  resided ;  here,  says  the 
story,  Hamlet's  father  was  murdered  ;  here  his  ghost  appeared 
to  him;  here  he  made  that  famous  soliloquy,  which Shakspeare 
was  so  happy  (by  what  means  he  does  not  tell  us)  as  to  over- 
hear and  hand  down  to  us.  As  to  Ophelia,  I  could  gain  no 
intelligence  whatever  respecting  her.  The  streighi  which 
divides  Denmark  and  Sweden  is  called  the  Sound,  perhaps 
from  being  fathomed  by  the  sounding- line.  This  is  the  channel 
of  ingress  and  egress  to  the  Baltic,  and  thence  to  the  Gulph 
of  Bothnia.  Ships  of  every  country  here  pay  duties  for  a  free 
passage  through,  the  amount  of  which  may  be  reckoned  at 
half  a  million.  Not  less  than  ten  thousand  vessels  yearly  pass 
through  it ;  to  sue!}  :i  trifle  is  that  sovereignty  of  the  sea  now 
diminished,  though  the  Danes  once  made  whole  nations  tremble. 
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After  bloody  wars  on  account  of  these  duties,  which  Sweden 
opposed,  the  provinces  of  Schonen,  Haliand,  and  Bleckingen, 
were  ceded  to  her.     The  passai^e  through  the  streight  is  very 
delightful  ;  the   castle  of  Kroneuberg-   placed  f<»r  its  defence, 
nevertheless  suffered  the  Eng-iish  fleet  to  pass  through,  to  the 
affront  of  its  strong  walls  and  cannons,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tacking  Denmark.     It  is   true  thnt   fortress  stood  in  need  of 
repairs;  but,  sfill,  one  naturally  questions  the  possibility  of  the 
fact  happening  under  the  very  eyes  of  the  Danish  people.     It 
is  alleged   that   the  Kingdom  was  unprovided  against  such  an 
attack,  a  lamentable  circumstance  in  the  direction  of  any  state! 
The  English   fleet  sailed  through,   as  nigh   as  it  could,   to  the 
Swedish  shore,  one  ship  after  another,  having  previously  traced 
the  plan :  some  of  the  ships,  however,  were  bespattered  by  the 
cannon  of  Kronenberg:  their  masts  and  sails  were  shattered. 
I  have  been  told,  that  the  Danish  powder  was  bad  ;  this  might 
be  the  case;  but  still   I  am  of  opinion,  (after  having  inspected 
the  batteries,  and  reckoned  the  distance,)  that  a  good  and  well 
exercised   artillery  might  very  well  protect  the  Sound.     Why 
had  they  no  gun-boats,  no  floating-batteries,  which  under  cover 
of  the  fortress  would   have   been  of  prime  service?     Why  had 
they  no  forty-eight  pounders  and  good  gunpowder?     Why  did 
not  their  bombs   hit,   which   went  even   beyond   the   English 
fleet?    But  it  happened  to  the  Danes  as  in  every  country,  long 
without  war,  that,  flushed  with  prosperity,   they  were  incom- 
petent to  make  a  proper  use  even  of  their  own  valour !     What 
unfortunate  proofs  have  we  not  had   of  this  grating  truth  also 
in  Germany?     In   the  castle,  I  saw  the  apartment  that  the  ill- 
fated  Caroline-Matilda  occupied,  a  spot  on  which  every  visitor 
of  sensibility  drops  a  tear!     By  the   walls  of  the  fortress,  lay 
a  stranded  ship  near  a  sunken  Dutchman,  the  tops  of  whose 
masts  stood  above  the  water.  It  had  been  run  down  by  a  Dane 
in  a  storm.     4^  ^Itis  spot   I   took- leave  of  Denmark,  wishing 
every  blessing  for   its  worthy  inhabitants,  and   imploring   the 
preservation  of  their  patriot  king,  whose  character  I  truly  ad- 
mire and  venerate. 
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HELSEMBURG. 

At  this  place,  the  traveller  is  on  Swedish  ground,  and  in  the 
country  of  the  ancient  Swiares,  Swiones,  or  Swenes,  a  nation 
of  German  extraction ;  probably  a  branch  of  those  Goths  who 
lived  about  the  Black  Sea,  betwixt  the  Don  and  the  Dnieper. 
Necessity  alone  could  have  impelled  them  to  quit  a  better 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  coming^  hither  to  drive  the  Finns 
from  their  homes.  All  we  know  of  them  for  certainty  is,  that 
they  had  an  active  share  in  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire. 
Their  language,  physiognomy,  and  customs,  all  evince  them  to 
have  descended  from  tlie  aboriginal  stock  of  the  Celtic  Germans. 
The  extent  of  Sweden,  since  the  loss  of  Finland,  is  about  ten 
thousand  German  square  miles,  of  which,  seven  thousand  still 
remain  wastes  and  forests.  The  population  may  be  reckoned 
at  a  million,  and  the  revenue  at  about  a  million  of  ducats. 
The  greatest  length  of  Sweden  is  about  200,  and  its  greatest 
breadth  130  Swedish  miles.  A  Swedish  mile  is  about  a 
German  mile  and  a  half;  or,  to  speak  more  xactly,  ten 
Swedish  miles  and  g  make  a  degree,  or,  fifteen  German 
miles ;  that  is,  the  proportion  of  the  Swedish  to  the  German 
mile  is  as  6000  to  4176.  We  see,  in  the  history  of  this 
nation,  how  celebrated  the  Goths  have  been ;  from  them 
come  the  principles  of  chivalry,  magnificent  gothic  edifices, 
tournaments,  single  combats,  genealogies  of  nobility,  &c.  ob- 
servable in  several  other  countries,  as  formerly  in  England, 
&c.  &c.  Ancient  Sweden,  or  Scandinavia,  extended  from 
Eismeer  to  Oresund,  and  from  the  rocks  of  Norway  to  the 
eastern  Baltic.  The  inhabitants  were  the  Hyperboreans  of 
antiquity,  as  Diodorus  remarks :  he  describes  them  as  the  peo- 
ple of  an  island,  situated  in  the  sea,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
north,  over  against  theCeitje.  Pomponius  Mela  tells  us,  that 
here  they  have  day  half  the  year.  The  Greeks  and  Romans 
imagined,  that  the  people  here  slept  one  half  of  the  year. 

Before  Odin,  the  Scythians  were  acquainted  with  Sweden; 
according  to  some  accounts,  the  Wodiners,  (a  Scythian  tribe) 
400  years  before  Christ,  when  flying  from  the  arms  of  Alex- 
ander, had  proceeded  to  occupy  the  Swedish  islands.  In  the 
Swedish  language  are  still  to  be  found  many  Phenician  words, 
and  the  Runic  characters  are  believed  to  bear  a  strong  resem- 
blance to  the  Phenician.      What  Jupiter  was   to   the  Greeks, 
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the  god  Thor  was  to  ancient  Sweden,  So  in  the  Swedish 
language,  Thordoen  (fhuuder),  means  precisely  the  noise  of 
Thor.  Near  Helsemburg  are  the  baths  of  Rainlesa,  where, 
in  the  height  of  summer,  matiy  foreigners  rej^or?,  whose  prcr 
sence  and  reciprocal  communications  shed  a  ray  of  luscre  on 
the  place.  There  are  a  few  good  houses  of  wood,  and  it  has  a 
fine  position,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  Kronenburg  and  the  Sound, 
An  ancient  stone,  with  a  Runic  inscription  on  it,  8tHnd»<  oear 
the  mineral  waters,  which  mi^ht  pass  for  a  monument  of  some 
Scandinavian  Esculapius!  The  Finlandish  name  for  poetry  i« 
Rune,  (plurally  Runot),  and  a  poet  is  called  Runo-niecka. 
The  mineral  water  bubbles  from  a  wall  of  rock,  and  the  por- 
tion of  iron  which  it  contains  has  reddened  the  spot  where  it 
issues.  I  am  somewhat  incredulous  as  to  that  kind  of  health 
which  relies  upon  mineral  waters  ;  and,  having  tasted  a  drop, 
restored  the  remainder  to  its  spring.  Helsemburg  is  a  poor 
town,  the  people  of  which  can  quietly  view  the  trade  and  pro- 
perty on  the  Danish  side,  at  Elsinore,  without  acquiring  from 
active  speculation  any  thing  for  themselves;  the  situation  how- 
ever is  very  favourable.  The  country  adjacent  has  a  dismal 
aspect,  strewed  blocks  of  stone  overspread  the  whole  soif, 
whether  wood-lands  or  heaths.  Here  is  little  that  affords  a 
cheering  prospect;  both  men  and  cultivation  appear  imperfect, 
with  the  exception  of  some  few  indifferently-tilled  acres,  with 
here  and  there  by  them  some  solitary  straggling  cottager. 

There  are  many  ancient  tumuli  in  these  parts.  The  road 
is  pretty  level  up  to  Margarethatorss,  where  the  inountaiot 
begin,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  nine  miles  extent,  comiiwne- 
ing  at  Hollandsaass,  and  stretching  as  far  as  Falkenberg.  This 
chain  of  mountains  terminates  in  a  long  plain,  which  is  varied 
by  naked  rocks;  near  Laholm,  a  little  waterfall  completes  the 
landscape  on  that  side.  At  Halmstadt,  a  great  many  sal moa 
are  caught;  the  harbour  is  only  for  small  vessels,  the  larger 
ones  waiting  for  their  lading  at  the  Rhede.  The  place  is  well 
built ;  and  near  it  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  fortification. 
The  land  is  every  where  hilly  ;  but  the  eye  reposes  heavily  o« 
those  masses  of  stone,  among  which  sheep  or  bullocks  seldooi 
tread,  to  bronze  upon  the  moss  that  adheres  to  them.  The 
horses  are  small  and  meagre,  and  the  horned  cattle  look  miser- 
able. Along  the  whole  coast,  saliuon  and  other  fish  are 
caught,  which,  when  dried  and  smoked,  afibi^d  a  considerable 
resource  of  nutriment  for  the  inhabitantit. 

WARBKRG. 

Warherg  is  a  fort  on  the  Cattegat,  We  were  conveyed 
thither  by  peasants,  who  support  themselves  chiefiy  by  fishing. 
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and  stunk  of  fish  and  blubber  most  offensively.    Every  peasant 
in  this  country  is  a  postillion  :  even  the  children  at  seven  yeam 
of  age,  and  little  girls,  will  conduct  a  pair  of  horses  with  great 
care.     There  is  no  regulated  post,  but  every  boor  is  compelled 
to  driveo     By  Kongsbacka,   or  Konigsberg,   there  is  a  pretty 
little  valley  of  good  soil,  which  is  as  well  cultivated  as  can  be 
expected.     The  houses  there  lie  in   picturesque  groups,  lean- 
ing on   the  rocks,  and  forcibly  reminded   me  of  Switzerland. 
There  are  looms  in  every  house,  with  which  they  weave  good 
stuffs  of  all  descriptions.     One  thing'  struck  me  that  the  houses 
are  built  of  wood,  which,  in  that  neighbourhood,  is  scarce  and 
dear;  while  stones  are  in  such   abundance,   that  they  might 
supply  the  half  of  Europe  :  the  difficulty,  however,  of  drawing 
men  from  their  inveterate  customs  is  equally  felt  and  regretted, 
by  all  the  reformers  of  the  present  a^e.     The  frequent  occur-' 
rence  of  fires  cannot  bring  the  Swedes   to  use  stone  for  their 
buildings !     So  on  Mount  Vesuvius,   people  are  ever  raising 
cottages  on  the  very  spots  where  the  lava  has  so  often  before 
destroyed  them !     The  smoothing  of  their  linen  is  done  with 
a  roller,  upon  which  they  wind  it ;  they  then  beat  it  with  a  stoul 
board,  and  afterwards  roll  it  afresh  ;   these  operations  they  per-* 
form  very  quickly.     The  post  is  supplied  with  horses  belonging 
to  the  peasants,  there  are  no  established  post-masters  to  furnish 
them.     When  a  person  arrives  at  any  place,  people  run  and 
call   the  peasant  from  the  neighbourhood,  whose   turn  it  is  to 
drive.     He   takes   the  traveller  a  league  or  two,  according  to 
the  distance  where  he  himself  lives,  and  in  like  manner  is  suc- 
ceeded by  the  next.     A  messenger,  however,  is  generally  sent 
on  before  to  get  the  horses  ready  by  the  time  of  arriving  at  each 
place.  In  this  way,  we  can  advance  from  thirty  to  forty  leagues 
a  day;  for  no  country  has  finer  roads,  not  even  England  ;  nor  is 
it  possible  to  go  quicker  than  they  do  in  Sweden,  and  few  would 
believe  at  how  cheap  a  rate  this  is  done.     In  the  provinces,  a 
single  horse  is  charged  twelve  schillings  a  meile,  (the  Swedish 
mile)  in  the  small  towns,  according  to  the  most  recent  tariffs, 
sixteen  schillings,  and  in  cities  of  the  first  class,  twenty  schil- 
lings, banco.     A  schilling   banco,   according  to  the  course  of 
exchange  in  the  spring  of  1817,  was  equivalent  to  a  German 
stiver,  or  two  schillings  and  three  creuzers.     The  man  who 
procures  the  horses  for  the  traveller,  (the  hael-karl)  may  ask 
for  gratification-money:  if  he  get    a  schilling,  he  is  satisfied, 
and  thanks  the  donor  heartily,  as  does  the  peasant  who  drives : 
and,  if  any  thing  more  be  given,  their  acknowledgments  rise  in 
proportion.     But,  even  if  you  give  them  nothing,  they  show 
none  of  that  insolence  which  disgraces  the  German  postillions, 
who  crave  ravenously,  even  for  the  shorl€st  distance.     Every 
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traveller  in  Sweden  should  carry  a  bag*  of  copper-money  with 
him,  to  answer  his  small  expences.  At  every  station,  there  is  a 
day-book  in  which  foreigners  must  inscribe  their  names,  and 
report  whether  they  have  any  complaints  to  make.  The  post- 
tariffs  are  in  print,  so  that  no  traveller  can  be  liable  to  imposi- 
tion. By  this  kind  of  regimen,  a  political  advantage  is  ob- 
tained ;  every  person  is  made  known,  and  his  destination  ascer- 
tained, as  also  where  he  may  be  looked  for,  if  necessary.  The 
inn-keepers,  likewise,  have  a  right  to  inspect  every  traveller's 
passport.  The  peasants  drive  with  great  rapidity,  but  much 
time  is  lost  in  waiting  for  fresh  horses,  unless  a  messenger  be 
previously  dispatched  to  have  them  ready.  The  Dutch  ducat, 
which  is  perhaps  the  best  gold  of  all  countries,  was  then  worth 
five  rix-dollars  banco.  The  post  is  always  paid  in  banco 
money.  The  ordinary  bread  of  the  country-people  consists  of 
round  cakes,  of  the  thickness  of  your  finger,  but  in  some  parts 
they  are  very  thin.  These  cakes  (called  Knackbrod)  are 
baked  hard,  and  will  last  a  great  length  of  time,  as  they  are 
but  seldom  made ;  they  have  each  a  hole  in  them,  and  thus 
they  are  hung  up,  in  strings,  to  the  ceilings,  which  are  often 
loaded  with  flies, 

GOTHEBURC. 

In  a  valley  encompassed  by  greyish  rocks,  and  diversified 
with  country-houses,  gardens,  and  rich  meadows ;  on  one  side 
a  large  creek  of  the  North  Sea,  and  of  the  river  Goetha ;  on  the 
other,  filled  with  ships,  the  plea^^ant  town  or  city  of  Gotheburg 
presents  itself.  Its  suburbs  wind  along  the  shore  to  a  consider- 
able length,  in  one  direction ;  on  the  other  point  of  view,  are 
seen  the  fine  buildings  of  the  city,  (most  of  them  in  the  Dutch 
taste)  spreading  across  the  hills.  The  situation  is  delightful 
to  the  eye,  but  the  prospect  on  the  hilly  side  forms  a  contrast, 
being  bare  and  dead.  This  city  was  consumed  by  a  confla- 
gration in  1804,  but  had  been  already  rebuilt  in  1817,  in  stone. 
Among  the  buildings,  many  both  public  and  belonging  to  pri- 
vate individuals  have  a  noble  air :  the  streets  are  broad  and 
handsome,  and  are  intersected  by  several  canals.  The  public 
promenades  are  truly  beautiful,  and  are  much  frequented.  The 
citizens'  wives  and  (laughters  wear  small  caps  of  sattin,  gene- 
rally with  gold  ornaments  ;  they  are  mostly  white,  with  a  black 
gauze  veil  thrown  over,  which  is  a  foil  to  set  off  their  fair  com- 
plexions. They  are  chiefly  light-favoured,  with  blue  eyes,  of 
the  old  German  race ;  I  could  not  but  pronounce  them  very 
lovely  creatures,  perpetually  on  the  blush.  The  soldiers  are 
true  sons  of  Mars :  to  judge  from  their  warlike  appearance^ 
they  might  stand  muster  against  any  army  whatever ;  if  not  so 
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lofty  as  their  own  mountains,  they  seem  as  strong  as  their 
native  iron.  The  cathedral  is  built  in  a  majestic  style  of  archi- 
tecture, but  without  ornaments.  On  Sundays^  it  was  greatly 
frequented.  The  preacher  seemed  affected  by  his  subject, 
and  delivered  his  discourse  in  a  very  animated  manner,  but  his 
auditors  payed  more  attention  to  themselves  and  one  another 
than  to  what  he  said ;  they  acted  as  if  he  did  not  belong  to 
their  communion. 

The  inhabitants  here  look  upon  themselves  as  true  descend^ 
anls  of  the  ancient  Goths  ;  they  are  evidently  a  handsomer 
race  than  the  rest  of  the  Swedish  people.  As  for  monuments  of 
their  ancients,  they  posjsess  none.  The  city  scarce  reckons  its 
history  two  hundred  years  back.  Their  sole  archives  consist  in 
popular  narrations  of  ancient  valorous  deeds,  with  which  they 
amuse  themselves,  on  festivals,  in  their  jovial  parties;  and,  in 
the  first  circles,  universally,  the  exploits  of  Gustavus  are  com- 
memorated in  traditional  songs.  Among  us,  people  are 
ashamed  c  f  having  done  any  thing  for  Germany,  as  afraid  of 
being  laughed  at  and  repulsed,  under  the  present  domination ; 
nor  are  our  merchants  satisfied  with  the  regulations  which  ex- 
clude foreign  manufactures,  &c.— they  want  the  continental 
system  back  again,  and,  perhaps,  would  even  wish  our  blood  to 
flow  into  the  bargain,  if  their  gain  might  be  greater!  The 
best  way  to  prohibit  foreign  articles  would  be,  to  introduce 
national  fashions  in  national  stuffs,  which  would,  then,  sooii 
become  limits  to  luxury. 

The  population  of  Gotheburg  may  amount  to  fourteen  thou- 
sand souls ;  some  believe  it  rather  exceeds  than  falls  short  of 
the  number.  When  I  was  there,  people  were  demolishing  its 
fortifications,  a  measure  which  seemed  calculated  to  improve 
the  city.  Its  considerable  trade  had  much  augmented  the 
wealth  of  the  inhabitants,  when  England  had  only  the  northern 
channel  open  to  transmit  her  commodities  to  Germany  and  other 
countries;  this  raised  their  commercial  aspiring  to  a  high  pitch, 
and,  after  the  fire,  multitudes  of  houses,  built  of  stone,  were 
raised  in  equal  celerity  and  taste ;  but  Napoleon's  system 
being  crushed,  an  end  was  put  to  those  towering  speculations, 
and  Gotheburg  returned  to  its  former  state  :  trade  resumed 
its  wonted  course,  and  large  houses  became  cheap  enough. 
One  great  source  of  amusement  to  me,  during  my  stay  in 
Gotheburg,  was  to  profit  by  the  fine  weather  for  frequenting 
the  promenades,  and  indulging  in  walks  by  the  water-side, 
where  a  number  of  females  of  the  loveliest  countenances  re- 
sorted. In  some  of  these  rambles,  I  digressed  to  the  rugged 
and  bare  rocks,  that  bound  the  landscape,  to  feast  my  eyes  on 
the    prospect,  and  survey  the  population    beneath — then  not 
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Utilike  a  swartn  of  insects  crawling*  at  my  feef.  The  sun  had 
set  with  a  grandeur  that  added  to  my  enjoyment  of  the  scene. 
It  was  the  approach  of  nig-ht  alone  that  could  then  tear  me 
from  the  charms  of  nature's  portrait,  and  force  me  to  regain 
my  lodg^ing-s.  One  evening-,  on  my  way  back  through  the 
suburbs,  I  noticed  a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  a  fine 
broad  place  with  bordered  walks,  occupied  in  reading  inscrip- 
tions, or  in  planting  and  watering  flowers.  A  great  number  of 
tasteful  monuments  ornamented  the  enclosure :  its  flowers  ex- 
haled their  perfumes,  but  it  was  only  to  soothe  the  still  melan- 
choly abode  of  death-like  reflections.  It  was  a  church-yard  :  I 
observed  several  of  those  persons  wiping  tears  from  their  eyes ; — 
fathers,  brothers,  friends,  lovers,  wives,  husbands,  mothers,  all 
reposed  there!  Inexpressible  feelings  at  this  sight,  (for  which 
among  a  people  supposed  to  be  cold  in  their  aflTection,  a  tra- 
veller hardly  comes  prepared),  overcame  my  sensibility.  I 
Ifeft  the  spot  pensive,  it  was  late,  and  yet  several  were  still 
wandering  about  that  area  of  mourning,  collecting  all  their 
remembrances  ;  friends  who,  perhaps,  from  being  certain  of  such 
visits,  cottiposed  themselves  for  the  sleep  of  death,  with  less 
pain. 

The  herring-fishery  brings  in  a  vast  influx  of  money.     Both 
the    writers   and   the    inhabitants    assert,    that   at    Gothebnrg 
600,000  tons  of  salted  herrings  have  been  sold,  and  30,000  tons 
of  train-oil   made.       A  ton   of  train-oil  requires  from   ten  to 
twelve  tons  of  herrings.     If  the  worth  of  the  whole   be  com- 
puted, the  sum  appears  incredible;  but,  within  these  last  twenty 
years,  this  source  of  wealth  has  considerably  declined,  so  that, 
last  year,  only  (nie  thousand  tons  of  small  herrings  were  caught. 
The   fishing   begins  in  October  and  ends  in   February.    The 
people  mostly  fish  for   herrings,  now,  on  the  Jutland  coasts: 
whence  can  this  proceed  ?     The  horn-back  is  brouijht  in  ship- 
loads hither,  from  the  Danish   island  Lessoe.     They    pretty 
much  resemble  the  Rhenish  pikes,  only  they  have  a  long  pointed 
jaw,  like  a  snipe's  beak.     At  the  period  oi  my  quitting  Gofhe- 
burg,  which  was  in  the  month  of  May,  the  people  were  putting 
broad  beans  and  other  vciictables  into  the  ground ;  on   the 
borders  of  t!ie  Rhine,  these  are  far  up,  out  of  the  earth,  by  that 
time  of  the  year,  and  yet  they  are  fit  to  pick,  as  all  sorts   of 
fruit   likewise   are,  sooner  in   Sweden.     From   Gothebnrg,  a 
packet  sails  every  Saturday  to  Harwich  in   England  ;  with  a 
favourable  wind,  it  Mill  arrive  there  in  three  days.  The  passage 
costs  five  carolins  per  head.     In  Sweden,  in  the  month  of  May, 
it  is  generally  as  clear  light  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  as  during 
any  hour  of  the  day,  I  frequently  wrote  without  a  candle,  niucii 
later,  during  my  stay  in  Grotheburg,  though  so  near  my  own 
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^dufitty,  where  they  Would  then  be  in  darkness*  The  vast 
tjuantity  of  fish  there  supports  the  country  people,  at  a  cheap 
rate.  For  two  stivers,  you  may  procure  more  than  will  suffice 
for  a  day's  food  ;  I  have  heard  no  one^  among  the  Swedes,  com- 
plaining- of  hunger.  But,  in  the  fine  provinces  about  the 
Rhine,  the  peasants  live  almost  wholly  upon  potatoes,  thinking 
themselves  happy  if  they  have  plenty  of  them !  The  butter 
comes  to  the  markets  of  Gotheburg,  in  large  chests,  but  it  is 
strong  and  rancid  :  fresh  and  good  butter  is  an  article  I  could 
never  meet  with,  in  that  neighbourhood.  Many  bags  and 
waggons  full  of  birch,  fir,  and  juniper-boughs  are,  likewise, 
sold  at  the  markets  there.  The  inhabitants  cut  these  small, 
and  strew  their  apartments  with  them.  Their  reason  for  this 
is,  that  the  leaves  diffuse  an  agreeable  odour  throughout  the 
house.  Opulent  families  keep  these  branches  in  little  boxes. 
In  that  part  of  the  city  called  the  Goetha  Kaellare,  there  are 
very  excellent  lodgings.  Those  who  do  not  chuse  to  take  their 
meals  in  their  own  rooms,  may  dine  at  public  ordinaries,  where 
there  are  bills  of  fare,  with  the  prices  fixed,  so  that  they  can 
regulate  their  expences  as  they  please.  Among  the  inns  at 
Gotheburg,  there  is  one  styled  the  <•  Hotel  de  Belle  Alliance," 
like  the  spot  where  Blucher  and  Wellington  shook  hands,  to 
terminate  the  contest  between  two  of  the  greatest  nations  in 
Europe.  I  found  a  number  of  Prussian  emigrants  there,  em- 
ployed in  various  branches  of  trade.  They  told  me  that  mul- 
titudes of  their  countrymen  were  for  removing  to  that  city ; 
but,  although  the  Swedish  government  gives  all  possible  en- 
couragement to  emigrants,  yet  in  a  country  where  for  wine 
they  must  be  content  with  beer,  and  sustain  the  privation  of 
many  other  comforts,  their  stay  will  perhaps  be  of  no  great 
duration. 

TROLHAETEN. 

The  fine  road  from  Gotheburg  to  Trolhaeten,  along  the  river 
Gotha,  winds  through  a  small  valley,  where  meadows  of  the 
liveliest  green,  fruit-trees,  neat  houses,  and  gardens,  and  little 
groves  alternate  their  attractions,  as  in  an  English  pleasure- 
ground.  These  are  finally  bounded  by  hug-e  rocks,  upon  whose 
bare  crests  all  that  should  animate  nature  seems  extinct.  At 
length,  the  hills  of  Gotha's  shore  terminate  by  an  opening,  in  the 
form  of  a  semicircle.  At  its  entrance  stands  a  majestic  rock, 
whose  solid  sides  are  washed  by  the  river,  and  upon  it  rest  the 
ruins  of  Fort  Bohus,  an  appurtenance  to  those  ages  wherein 
right  consisted  in  strength  of  arras !  In  perspective  is  seen  a 
pretty  village,  closing  the  semicircular  horizon.  One  might 
fancy  it  the  borders  of  the  Rhine ;  so  much  resemblance  ap- 
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pears  in  the  landscapes ;  but  there  is  a  trifle  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  similitude.  Sweden  is  deficient  both  in  people  and  in 
wine.  As  for  the  hills,  they  form  a  picture  only  of  desolationr 
At  last,  the  traveller  takes  leave  of  the  majestic  Gotha,  and  pro- 
ceeds over  a  separated  point,  as  if  betwixt  life  and  deatn,  a 
chill  desert,  bare,  dismal,  and  mountainous;  and  now,  fields, 
flocks,  habitations,  and  inhabitants,  all  are  vanished !  This 
sombre  stillness  reminds  one  of  the  close  at  evening,  of  living 
nature;  sterility  forces  the  juniper  to  creep,  like  moss,  upon  the 
ground.  Hunger  and  misery  predominate  over  this  chaos  of 
departed  nature ; — here  and  there,  a  solitary  horse,  sheep,  or 
cow,  may  be  seen  brouzing  the  moss,  their  skins  scarce  con- 
cealing their  bones.  From  out  of  these  parts  it  was  that  the 
Visigoths  formerly  issued,  and  proceeded,  by  victory  after  vic- 
tory, as  far  as  Spain.  In  a  little  meadow  near  Nola,  my  eyes 
caught  sight  of  tliat  useful  animal  the  ass  ;  it  was  the  first  I  had 
seen  in  Scandinavia. 

Edet  is  rather  a  brisk  place,  in  consequence  of  the  ship-pas- 
sage on  the  river  Gotha.  Several  fine  forests  of  firs  beautify 
its  appendages,  and  the  sawing  of  their  timber  affords  subsist- 
ence to  the  people.  The  houses  are  tolerable ;  and  the  situa- 
tion is  good.  A  nobleman  has  a  castle  here  upon  a  rock,  that 
elevates  its  battlements  much  above  the  other  buildings.  The 
postillion  missed  the  road  here,  and  wc  rolled  about  the  naked 
rock,  no  human  aid  being  within  reach.  At  length  we  espied  the 
gently-flowing  Gotha  advancing  at  a  more  rapid  rate  ;  a  frightful 
noise  assailed  our  ears  ;  the  river,  compressed  into  a  mighty 
mass,  displayed,  in  a  thousand  shapes,  the  prognostics  of  a  hide- 
ous cataract!  We  got  safe,  however,  to  Trolhaeten.  An  agree- 
able promenade  leads  along  its  canal,  to  the  sluices  and  little 
lakes,  of  which  the  inhabitants  have  availed  themselves,  for  the 
raising  of  those  works.  Art  and  Swedish  strength  have  la- 
boured, in  unison,  through  the  firm  rocks,  till  the  excavation 
was  complete,  and  it  now  remains  a  monument  and  a  triumph 
for  the  nation.  This  canal  was  projected  under  Gustavus  Vasa ; 
Charles  XII.  also  put  a  hand  to  the  work.  Since  that  period 
the  diet  of  the  kingdom  lavished  immense  sums  in  unprotitable 
attempts  relative  to  it,  till  a  company  of  patriots  undertook  to 
finish  this  great  plan.  It  only  cost  them  300,000  rix-dollars, 
which  have  been  already  repaid  by  the  custom-duties.  By 
means  of  this  canal,  a  junction  is  effected  between  the  North- 
sea  and  the  Wenner-lake.  In  1811,  96,000  dozen  beams  of 
timber  were  shipped  at  this  place  for  dJotheburg,  destined  for 
England  ;  but  that  trade  was  rapidly  declining,  at  the  period  of 
my  quitting  Trolhaeten.  On  my  arrival  there,  a  minister,  or 
parson,  came  with  a  large  portfolio,  and  announced  himself  as 
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the  Ciceroue,  to  shew  me  the  canal,  requesting  me  to  inscribe 
tny  name.  That  man  was  well-instructed  in  the  whole  history 
of  the  canal,  and  every  creek  and  corner,  where  any  thing  had 
occurred  or  was  to  be  seen,  worthy  of  note,  was  familiar  to  him. 
The  inn-keeper,  however,  privately  informed  me,  that  the  parson 
was  such  an  amateur  of  liquid  spirits,  that  he  had  broken  open 
a  cellar  to  filch  away  some  brandy  and  other  liquors,  and  thai, 
for  this  disgraceful  proceeding,  he  had  lost  his  benefice.  No  peo- 
ple can  exhibit  such  monuments  as  Rome  and  Sweden  possess. 
Napoleon  made  a  passage  over  the  Simplon ;  Charles  the  Great 
formed  a  plan  to  unite  the  Danube  and  Rhine,  a  thousand  years 
ag-o.  3Iark  this,  ye  Germans,  a  thousand  years  ago !  Here  a  few 
Swedish  patriots  have  completed  what  so  many  generations 
could  never  execute  !  A  small  bridge  over  the  river  Sieg  has 
engrossed  the  attention  of  the  people,  in  my  little  native  corner, 
for  these  hundred  years ;  though,  perhaps,  the  drying-up  of  the 
river  may  make  it  needless. 

Trolhaeten  lies  upon  rug'ged  rocks,  which,  in  multifarious 
sterile  forms,  bear  up  the  dismal  houses.  The  thunder  of  the 
cataract  reverberates  through  the  vicinity,  and  spreads  arounc?. 
At  its  mighty  fall  are  seen  two  islands,  against  which  the  force 
of  its  torrent  is  impelled  and  broken.  The  foot  of  man  has 
never  trodden  these  isles,  one  of  which  is  called  the  Golden 
Island.  It  is,  however,  reported,  that  the  powerful  current 
.once  caught  a  ship  and  split  it  on  the  adjacent  rocks,  and  that 
a  man  was  thereby  thrown  upon  this  island,  where  he  perished 
through  hunger.  Others  again  affirm,  and  with  greater  proba- 
bility, that  this  is  a  mere  fable.  The  name  of  Trolhaeten 
should  not  escape  observation,  as  the  inhabitants  of  these  parts 
«till  believe  in  sorcerers,  fairies,  giants,  gnomes,  &c.  Its  deri- 
vation is  from  Trolla,  a  sorcerer,  and  haeta  cap.  Or,  perhaps, 
it  should  be  haeda,  cottage,  because  the  trolls,  or  sorcerers,  had 
their  dwellings  (according  to  vulgar  fame)  near  the  cataract,  as 
$he  people  point  out. 

WENNERSBOR«. 

The  land  about  Wennersborg  is  very  fruitful,  and  well  cul- 
tivated ;  it  is  a  nice  little  town,  containing  about  fifteen  hundred 
inhabitants.  They  have  here  constructed  a  causeway  through 
the  Wenner-lake,  which  was  an  undertaking  of  no  small  mag- 
nitude.. At  this  place,  I  saw  a  body  of  the  Swedish  militia,  then 
.ordered  here  for  spring  exercise..  They  were  stout,  bold- 
jooking  men,  wearing  all  that  fine  military  appearance  which 
the  best  judges  allow  the  soldiers  of  Sweden  to  possess,  in  an 
eminent  degree.  The  government  was  then  occupied  in  cutting 
a  canal^  to  eflfect  a  junction  between  the  Wetter  and  Wenner^- 
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lakes.  To  this,  tbe  name  of  the  Gotba  cana)  has  been  girwif 
and,  when  fini8heci,  merchandize  may  g-o  from  the  Baltic  to  the 
North  Sea,  without  passing^  the  Sound.  For  eig^ht  hundred  years 
there  had  stood  a  vast  temple  in  West  Gothland,  sacred  to  the 
god  Thor,  containing-  a  hundred  idolatrous  figrures.  It  was 
plundered  and  destroyed  by  the  Norwegian,  Jarl  Sigurdson* 
On  the  other  side  of  Wennersborg  the  woodlands  commence, 
in  a  direct  line;  but  the  trees  here  have  encountered  a  fate  simi- 
lar to  what  has  been  experienced  in  Germany,  during  the  late 
wars,  that  is  to  say,  they  are  cut  and  hacked,  pretty  generally, 
at  random.  In  ditferent  detached  spots,  neat  little  cottages  lie 
scattered,  and  several  very  tolerable  houses  appear,  but  the 
roofs,  which  are  of  straw,  are  covered  over  with  turf  and  wood 
to  keep  it  on.  Many  roofs  have  flowers  set  in  the  turf,  and  thus 
they  exhibit  a  sort  of  garden.  I  frequently  noticed  sheep  eat- 
ing the  grass  from  off  the  roofs.  The  country  hereabouts  is 
absolutely  sterile;  but  the  parts  about  several  bays  of  the 
North  Sea  are  picturesque,  and  become  more  beautiful  as  the 
traveller  proceeds  inland.  There  is  no  deficiency  of  very  re- 
markable landscapes,  although  in  a  country,  generally  speaking, 
unfruitful  and  wild. 

UDEWALtA. 

Udewalla  is  a  pretty  place,  which  stands  in  a  kindly  neigh- 
bourhood ;  the  way  to  it  resembles  a  continuation  of  gardens^ 
We  came  hither  as  fast  as  the  horses  could  trot,  for  which,  on  my 
arrival,  I  had  a  world  of  thanks,  from  the  donation  of  four  sti- 
vers !  The  parts  about  Quistrom  are  exceedingly  charming; 
high  hills  concatenate  in  various  alternations  and  shapes ;  the 
lively  green  of  the  meadows,  the  pruniis  pardus  (or  birds' 
cherry)  which  is  here  frequent,  and  grows  to  a  high  tree ;  the 
scattered  cottages,  all  diversified,  vary  into  a  landscape  of  the 
greatest  and  even  softest  picturesque.  The  fine  streets  of  this 
place  are  replete  with  people  and  vehicles.  But  an  arm  of 
the  North  Sea,  forming  a  clear  river,  soon  winds  itself  among 
grey  and  lofty  rocks  again  ;  adjacent  to  which,  however,  lie 
some  meadows,  to  relieve  their  arid  aspect.  The  philosopher, 
the  botanist,  the  mineralogist,  the  sportsman,  would  all  find, 
here,  a  wide  field  of  entertainment  and  curiosity.  The  moun- 
tains are  rich  in  metals,  which,  alas  !  are  not  explored  :  there 
is  a  deficiency  of  men  in  this  country  !  Sweden  is  well-adapted 
for  the  survey  of  the  man  of  nature!  In  it,  the  traveller  conti- 
nually beholds  regions  and  objects,  such  as  Switzerland  and 
its  alpine  tracts  aflbrd  !  The  people  are  robust  and  powerful ; 
true  and  honest ;  their  features  and  hair  (in  this  province)  very 
nearly  resemble  those  of  the  Rhine-landers.    Among  ug,  n() 
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^otb-lander  would  easily  be  taken  for  a  foreigner,  from  his 
personal  appearance.  If  it  were  once  to  become  a  fashion,  and 
Sweden's  beauties  were  the  objects  of  the  tourists'  visits,  tra- 
vel iers  would  flock  thither  in  preference  to  Switzerland,  to  be- 
hold nature,  in  her  multiplied  wonders,  and  to  contemplate  man- 
kind, in  their  aboriginal  and  most  artless  colours  !  The  country 
people  card,  spin,  and  weave  wool ;  and  clothe  themselves  in 
stuffs,  the  produce  of  their  own  industry.  Their  vast  abun- 
dance offish,  with  other  supplies  from  tbeir  cattle,  constitute 
sufficient  resources  of  good  aliment.  The  knackhrod  (or  bread? 
cakes,)  to  which  much  objection  has  been  made  by  certain 
voyagers,  is  neither  unwholesome  nor  unpleasant;  when  the 
palate  is  once  accustomed  to  it,  the  relish  is  far  from  disagree- 
able. Brown  bread  is  frequently  met  with  here,  as  well  as 
among  the  Rhine-landers;  though  not  indeed  to  be  had  in 
every  village  we  come  to. 

Generally  speaking,  I  was  at  a  loss  to  ascertain  any  deficif 
.€ncies  in  Sweden  which  might  not  equally  apply  to  many  other 
countries.  Certain  it  is,  that  poverty,  properly  so  called,  is 
extremely  rare  here.  Among  us  inhabitants  of  the  confines  of 
the  Rhine,-  where  there  is  such  abundance  of  the  best  wines, 
the  common  people  drink  water,  and  their  only  food  consists 
of  brown  bread  and  potatoes,  (glad  even  would  numbers  feel, 
could  they  have  but  a  sufficiency  of  these  I)  while,  in  Sweden, 
every  one  may  enjoy  a  plenty  of  fish,  merely  at  the  trouble  of 
catching  it.  The  Swedes  are  thought  to  be  proud;  but  for 
that  very  reason,  are  they  not  also  polite?  It  is  certain  that 
Uiey  spare  no  trouble  to  oblige  foreigners.  The  inviolable 
security  of  all  sorts  of  property  left  in  their  hands,  even  among 
the  lowest  classes,  is  altogether  singular  and  worthy  of  admira- 
tion. In  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  a  foreigner  may  consign  his 
most  valuable  effects  to  their  keeping,  with  entire  confidence. 
Travellers  frequently  send  their  trunks  on  before,  by  the  mes- 
senger; another  peasant,  (of  whose  name,  abode,  and  real 
character,  they  are  equally  ignorant,)  takes  them  to  ulterior  sta- 
tions ;  after  a  length  of  time,  and  passing  through  a  variety  of 
hands,  every  thing  in  them  is  found  in  statu  quo,  that  is,  as  cor- 
rect as  when  first  committed  to  their  custody.  In  Sweden,  my 
arrival  at  a  place  has  often  been  at  night,  when  we  have  left 
our  trunks  in  the  open  street,  before  the  door.  As  the  houses 
are  continually  open,  we  went  in  and  took  possession  of  what 
beds  we  could  find  vacant,  or  sat  up  till  morning.  Next  day, 
the  people  of  the  house  observing  foreigners  in  it^  would  show 
no  sign  of  surprize  or  displeasure ;  and  we  were  sure  to  find 
our  trunks  as  untouched  as  if  they  had  been  all  night  under 
our  immediate  inspection.    The  aspect  of  the  land,  from  hence, 


4C  Journal  through  Sweden. 

changes,  in  many  shapes  and  ways ;  the  prospects  are  no  longer 
so  mild  and  blooming;  yet  nature  is  still  grand,  throughout  all 
her  countless  varieties !  The  woods  have  once  more  disap- 
|)eared  to  the  traveller  journeying  onwards,  a  small  line  of  cul- 
tivated fields  next  stretches  itself  along  the  dead  and  grey  rocks, 
upon  whose  surface  horses  are  seen  bronzing  the  very  grass- 
roots ;  they  creep  up,  with  the  greatest  address,  on  those  masses 
of  stone,  and  though  one  cannot  help  predicting  their  fall  as 
inevitable,  they  stand  firm  on  the  verge  of  precipices,  where 
man  would  not  venture.  At  last,  the  black  fir-tree  gives  the 
mournful  shows  of  its  dreary  existence.  All  here  is  desert  and 
solitude ;  frightful  devastations  must  have  tyrannized  in  these 
sterile  tracts  for  a  thousand  years.  Their  wool  here  is  generally 
nut  to  the  spinning-wheel,  in  the  way  we  make  use  of  flax. 
Their  wheel  is  not  so  large  as  ours,  and  the  machine  goes  easier 
for  it.  They  also,  sometimes,  use  flax ;  and  card  their  wool, 
making  it  thus  spin  lighter. 

STROMSTADT. 

Stromstadt,  upon  a  bay  of  the  Cattegat,  may  contain  about 
fifteen  hundred  inhabitants ;  it  is  built  of  woocl,  and  is  but  a 
poor  place.  However,  the  natural  philosopher  might  here  find 
rich  materials  for  curious  observations  ;  the  adjacent  parts  teem 
with  interesting  objects.  As  I  had  expressed  a  wish  at  the  inn 
to  ramble  out  of  the  town  among  the  rocky  clifts,  a  gentleman 
present  offered  to  accompany  me;  he  said  he  had  been  a  resi*- 
dent  of  the  city  for  thirty  years,  but  had  never  gone  so  far  out 
of  it !  The  prospect  is  sublime,  of  rocks  and  their  shapeless 
masses  hanging  over  the  waters,  in  a  primeval  and  indescribable 
state  of  nature.  A  few  small  meaaows  that  lie  between  the 
elevations  serve  as  a  foil  and  contrast.  But  the  whole  neighr 
bourhood  presents  a  frightful  picture  of  chaos,  or  a  general 
wreck  of  the  elements.  Perpetual  silence  reigiss  throughout 
this  desert,  where  the  feet  of  a  human  being  seldom  tread  J 
Some  Englishmen,  however,  that  were  on  their  travels,  disco- 
vered a  sort  of  moss  here,  with  which  imitations  of  Turkish  car- 
mine have,  in  their  country,  been  since  brought  to  perfection, 
Jt  is,  therefore,  separated  from  the  clifts,  by  persons  employed 
for  the  purpose,  and  goes  in  ship-loads  to  England.  A  query 
suggests  itself,  why  are  there  no  manufactures  about  these 
parts?  The  Swedes,  I  shall  be  told,  are  soldiers;  but  are  not 
the  English  both  soldiers  and  manufacturers?  In  spite  of  the 
all-fascinating  gold,  with  which  the  English  dazzle  tne  eyes  of 
foreigners,  I  am  bold  to  aver,  that  the  true  enjoyment  of  life, 
generally  speaking,  does  not  exist  in  England ;  the  middling 
and  lower  classes  of  her  people  are  becoming  a  prey  to  poverty. 


Smnc-sund. — JSToneay,  47 


SWINE- SUND. 


At  the  Swine-sund,  our  passports  were  first  signed  on  the 
Swedish,  and  then  on  the  Norway  side.  Till  my  arrival  here, 
I  had  been  accustomed  to  pay  for  this,  at  a  certain  rate  fixed ; 
but  I  was  now  answered,  on  enquiring  how  much — "  what  you 
please." — It  was  in  fact  the  first  contribution  levied  on  my  libe- 
rality that  I  had  witnessed  in  the  peninsula.  I  took  leave  of 
Sweden,  and  of  a  rix-dollar  together,  and  for  the  same  sum,  I 
was  introduced  with  a  welcome  to  Norway. 


NORWAY. 


The  Norwegian  who  brought  us  across,  on  our  setting  foot  in 
his  country,  treated  us  with  brandy  and  bread-cakes,  and  eve» 
with  wine  ;  he  was  rather  displeased  than  gratified  at  our  re- 
peated thanks  for  those  refreshments,  which  he  lavished  on  us 
as  heartily  as  we  felt  his  kindness.  The  passage  over  cost» 
three  rix-dollars  for  two  horses  and  three  persons,  so  that  it  was 
the  price  of  five  rix-dollars  that  brought  us  across  the  Swine- 
sund  and  into  Norway.  Here,  the  people,  laws,  money,  and 
post-ordinances  are  all  different,  and  objects  of  speculative 
enquiry ;  for  Norway  prides  itself  upon  retaining  its  own  cus- 
toms, and  will  adopt  nothing  from  Sweden.  In  one  hour  I 
reached  Fredericshall,  where  Charles  XII.  terminated  his 
romantic  career,  on  the  llth  of  December,  1718.  Immediately 
on  landing  in  Norway,  I  found  that  nature  had  there  fashioned 
herself,  in  another  originality  of  character,  most  hoary,  venera- 
ble, and  bewildered,  in  such  an  immensity  of  shapes  that  I 
knew  not  in  which  direction  to  commence  my  examinations. 
On  one  side,  the  ancient  forest  of  Frederickstein  was  in  view, 
a  cloud-capt  tower  on  a  mountain  ;  on  another  lay  vast  reser- 
voirs or  basins  of  water,  on  whose  mirrors  lofty  rocks  reflect 
themselves.  At  a  third  point  appears  a  small  passage  between 
the  cliffs,  where  ships  however  sail,  beating  against  isles  of 
stone.  In  a  fourth  perspective,  we  observe  a  long  valley  en- 
closed by  the  hills  of  Sweden,  which  the  Idefioden  separates 
from  Norway.  The  great  river  Thistethal  divides  the  city ; 
along  its  shore,  in  my  desultory  ramblings,  I  proceeded  into  the 
valley,  where  it  rolls  majestically  over  rugged  rocks,  more  than 
six  hundred  feet  high.  Three  little  islands  are  over  against  it, 
and  form  a  soft  landscape,  which  the  bloom  of  the  Prunus- 
parduSf  (bird's  cherry-tree)  contributed  to  embellish.  It  does 
not  precipitate  itself  in  torrents,  but  falls  gradually  over  these 
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oblique  walls  of  rock,  in  a  natural  course  or  progress.  I  had 
▼isited  Tivoli  and  Terni — I  Lad  explored  every  beautiful  q)ot 
in  France  and  Scotland — but  I  thought  thena  all  the  miniature 
of  art,  in  comparison  with  the  stupendous  master-work  of  crea- 
tion. A  whole  village  of  sawyers  were  hedged  in  there ;  at 
one  extremity,  the  river  forms  two  cataract«; — this  sight  I  have 
never  yet  forgotten,  even  when  the  impression  of  every  other 
remarkable  object  in  other  parts  of  Europe  is,  as  it  were,  obli- 
terated from  my  memory.  Soon  after  quitting  this  magnificent 
scene  and  grand  prospect,  I  stood  on  the  very  spot  where  that 
truly  military  character,  Charles  the  Xllth  fell,  whether  by  an 
enemy's  or  by  an  assassin's  hand,  history,  perhaps,  will  now 
never  explain ;  as  the  present  outworks  of  the  fortress  had  not 
then  been  constructed.  Whether  the  trenches  were  adjoining 
(for  Voltaire  says,  "  he  fell  into  the  trenches,")  is  much  to  be 
questioned.  The  vice-commandant,  3Iajor  Bosgraff,  told  me 
**  Charles  fell  at  or  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  but  nigher  the 
fort  than  where  the  monument  stands ;  however,  it  remains  ai 
doubtful  point,  whether  he  was  or  was  not  shot  at  by  a  musket, 
as  the  cannon  were  playing  on  the  fortification-works,  which 
the  Swedes  had  taken  from  the  fortress  or  garrison,  in  order  to 
dislodge  them  from  thence.  The  column  stands  between  this 
fortress  and  another  nigh  the  hill.  If  he  fell  there,  as  some 
assert,  it  appears  impossible  for  a  musket  to  have  reached  him 
from  the  fortress,  which  at  that  time  had  no  out-works,  as  is 
now  the  case.  The  Norwegians  caused  a  monument  of  marble 
to  be  erected,  which,  by  order  of  the  Swedish  government,  has 
since  been  broken  down.  At  present,  the  spot  is  pointed  out 
by  a  small  monument  with  this  inscription  ;" — 

Carl.  12.  i  beleiringen  mod  Friedriclistein  ll.-Xber.  1718. 
(Charles  Xllth  in  the  siege  against  Friedrichstein,  lllh  December  1718.) 

Charles  was  a  singular  man,  and,  like  Napoleon,  would  con- 
quer kingdoms,  to  give  them  away  again.  The  Swedes  were 
destitute  of  means  to  support  this  eccentric  warrior ;  and 
France  must,  from  her  gigantic  expansion  and  mal-treatment 
of  other  nations,  also  remain  restricted  within  her  natural  limits. 
Rome  was  crushed  under  the  burden  of  her  excessive  domi- 
nion; and  where  the  Ccesars  bore  sway,  the  pope  is  now  giving 
benedictions! — In  Paris, all  the  conversations  were  long  directed 
to  the  great  victories  their  armies  had  gained.  These  are  now 
dwindled  into  talking  only  of — the  gout!  Universal  empire  is 
but  a  phantom,  which  pride  may  flatter  itself  with  the  hopes  of 
obtaining,  but  an  over-ruling  Providence  never  fails  fo  blast 
those  expectations :  France  was  incompetent  to  support  her 
monstrous  army  ;  the  conquered  nations,  therefore,  must  assist, 
but  before  they  could  become  French  provinces,  fatal  reverses 
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were  experienced.  As  the  nations  had  received  no  benefit 
that  might  counterbalance  their  ill-treatment,  desperation  and 
misery  compelled  the  people  to  re-action.  Napoleon  had  himself 
awakened  their  dormant  energies.  They  had  become  soldiers 
through  his  means.  The  amor  patriie  will  ferment  itself  clear 
in  the  resentments  of  a  vanquished  nation. 

There  are  authors  who  assert,  that  on  the  spot  where  Charles 
fell,  a  cross  was  erected  ;  but  no  such  thing  is  now  to  be  seen. 
Perhaps  we  may  say  of  such  men  as  Charles  XII.  and  Frede- 
rick the  Great,  that  other  monuments  than  the  history  of  their 
deeds  are  needless.  When  these  are  forgotten,  society  must 
have  reverted  into  ignorance  and  brutality.  In  this  place,  I 
had  no  little  trouble  in  getting  my  Dutch  money  changed  into 
the  rix-dollars  of  the  bank  currency  of  the  country;  as  to  the 
charge  of  post-horses,  it  differed  little  from  that  in  Sweden. 

FREDERICKSTADT. 

Frederickstadt  is  a  fortress  in  which  only  tbe  brave  could 
defend  themselves,  for  any  length  of  time;  (like  the  Spaniards 
in  Saragossa)  for  it  cannot  be  reckoned  strong.  It  is  situated 
on  a  great  river  which  proceeds  from  the  Glommen  Lake,  and 
empties  itself  not  far  from  thence  into  the  North  Sea.  On  that 
side,  the  fort  might  have  acquired  a  degree  of  strength,  had  it 
been  erected  on  the  right  shore  of  the  river.  As  the  houses  are 
all  built  of  wood,  a  few  bombs  would  be  sufficient  to  destroy 
the  whole.  It  was  built  in  1567,  may  contain  somewhat  more 
than  a  thousand  inhabitants,  and,  like  other  Norwegian  towns, 
is  very  badly  paved.  Norway  has  not  one  effective  fort,  and, 
as  being  defenceless,  policy  methinks  should  demolish  the 
whole,  to  save  unnecessary  expences.  The  land  hitherto  seems 
good  and  fruitful;  on  all  sides  we  perceive  productive  soil,  and 
a  number  of  scattered  houses,  which  animate  the  neighbour- 
hood. Still  too  much  ground  lies  waste,  and  the  mode  of 
cultivation  is  bad.  There  is  no  clover  to  be  seen ;  oats  are 
abundant.  Their  bread  is  made  thin  like  wafers,  and  baked 
on  an  iron-plate  over  a  fire.  After  the  dough  has  been  spread 
to  the  greatest  possible  extent,  they  smear  it  thick  with  butter  : 
such  is  the  bread  in  common  use ;  the  rich  however  have  better, 
and,  indeed,  frequently,  most  excellent  bread. 

CHRISTIANA. 

Whoever  travels  to  Christiana  must  pass  over  Haslund, 
where  the  Glommen  Lake  exhibits  a  beautiful  waterfall.  The 
broad  river  falls  with  a  roaring  noise  down  the  rude  rocks,  in 
white  foam,  into  the  deep ;  on  the  shores,  I  observed  some 
sawyeries.   In  one  of  the  loveliest  and  most  conspicuous  parts  of 
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a  garden,  belongings  to  a  Mr,  Von  Roaenkranz,  a  temple  has 
been  erected,  in  which  are  inscribed  the  names  of  certain  kings 
of  Denmark  who  have  visited  it.  It  is  called  Sai^e  Fosse^ 
from  the  place  Sarpe,  which  the  Swedes  burnt  in  15C7,  and 
fos«e,  a  water-falL 

MOSS. 

The  whole  country,  from  Frederickstadt  to  Moss,  is  both 
fruitful  and  well  peopled..  Amonor  many  mean  houses,  a  num- 
ber of  very  good  ones  are  also  to  be  seen.  The  prospects  are 
multifarious,  to  which  the  fine  water-views  contribute,  in  no 
small  degree.  The  situation  of  Moss  is  truly  romantic,  and 
it  has  a  pretty  water-fall,  which  a  stream  out  of  the  Wand 
Lake  produces,  previous  to  its  discharge  into  the  gulf  of  Chris- 
tiana. Though  a  little  town,  Moss  is  neat  and  handsome.  It 
contains  above  two  thousand  inhabilanls.  The  site  is  beautiful ; 
but  the  whole  district  hereabouts  is  hilly.  The  traveller  passes 
through  the  finest  woods  of  firs  ;  the  people  however,  in  general, 
complain  that  the  demand  of  their  wood  from  England  is  much 
on  the  decline.  The  physiognomy  of  the  Norweo^iatiH,  accord- 
ing to  my  judgment,  bears  a  strojig  resemblance  to  that  of  the 
Danes,  Swedes,  and  Rhiuelanders. 

SOONKR. 

The  inn-kf  eper  at  Sooner  made  me  pay  for  a  bed,  coffee^ 
an  omelet,  and  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water,  thirty  rix  (bank) 
dollars !  This  was  the  only  imposition  I  had  to  note  down  in 
Norway:  but  were  I  to  enumerate  similar  instances  in  Ger- 
many, I  should  have  to  complain  of  all  the  inns  I  stopped  at. 
In  my  advance  thus  far,  the  population  appear  poor,  from  the 
want  of  a  good  soil,  but  what  they  have  (and  still  more  might 
be  rendered  arable)  is  not  improved  to  the  greatest  advantage. 
The  horned  cattle,  »s  in  all  hilly  countries,  are  small,  yet  there 
are  some  which  look  well;  the  horses  here  are  handsome  little 
animals,  and  very  swift  of  foot.  I  wonder  much  that  neither 
private  persons,  companies,  nor  the  government,  form  contribu- 
tions to  establish  works  of  the  finest  sorts  of  hard  stone  which 
is  every  where  to  be  found  here ;  and  which,  if  only  rut  and 
polished  into  dishes,  plates,  3cc.  might  supply  England,  Holland, 
and  even  the  North  of  Germany;  and  prove  a  considerable 
source  of  wealth.  Here  are  vast  mountairjs  in  this  country 
well  stored  with  porphyry,  granite,  labrador,  and  other  rare 
ttpecies  of  stones.  On  this  subject,  the  learned  Professor 
Esmark  thus  expresses  himself:  ♦'  Of  Norway's  riches,  not  a 
millionth  part  has  yet  been  discovered  ;  but  that  lies  here  un- 
profitable, through  which  Italy  derives  so  much  money  from 
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foreigners.  I  have  seen  pig^-sties  paved  with  labrador,  which 
Napoleon  might  have  been  envied  for  j)ossessing,  if  he  were 
envied  for  nothing  else !" — In  Norway  and  Sweden,  the  country 
people  crop  their  horses*  tails.  Whether  they  borrowed  thi« 
custom  from  the  English,  or  the  latter  have  received  it  from 
the  Norwegians  and  Swedes,  I  know  not;  but  I  am  averse  to 
these  mutilations!  It  is  seldom  th?jt  man  can  give  better  les.-tous 
te  Nature  than  those  she  draws  from  her  own  instinctive 
sources ! 

SUNDBYE. 

At  Sundhye,  the  inn-keeper  conducted  me  to  his  best  apart- 
ment, by  way,  as  he  said,  of  giving  me  an  idea  of  Norwegian 
gentility.  A.  copper-plate  engraving  of  the  organ  at  Haarlem, 
framed  and  glazed,  was  it«  best  piece  of  furniture  ;  but  as  he 
made  me  a  tender  of  brandy,  coffee,  and  every  thing  his  house 
afforded  gratuitously,  this  was  opening  a  window  into  his  own 
heart,  which  hereby  appeared  to  much  greater  advantage  than 
the  organ  !  The  houses  here  are  all  placed  against  each  other, 
and  built  of  beams  set  angularly,  the  crannies  being  filled  up 
with  moss.  The  whole  chain,  or  series  of  them,  both  in  their 
exterior  and  interior,  exhibits  an  appearance  of  rugg^ed  or  up- 
land wood.  Nor  was  our  apartment  better  at  Frederickshall. 
The  roofs  in  these  parts  are  covered  with  pans.  All  the  country 
abounds  with  stone,  and  yet  they  persist  in  building  with  wood. 
The  paper-money  here  is  so  generally  torn,  daubed,  and  dis- 
figured, that  it  is  disgusting  to  handle  it.  Several  of  the  bank- 
notes are  stuck  together  again,  after  having  been  divided  with 
other  kind  of  paper,  and  sometimes  with  pins.  It  seems  droll 
enough  to  behold  mankind  labouring  anxiously  for  such  mate- 
rials, which  serve,  however,  to  shew  the  intrinsic  and  relative 
value  of  things!  In  Sweden  the  bank-notes  are  as  large  as 
half  a  sheet  of  paper,  of  which  a  considerable  part  is  usually 
deficient ;  but  if  they  are  cognizable,  their  currency  will  not 
be  called  in  question.  Upon  numbers  of  them,  you  may  read 
writings,  reckonings,  &c.  &c.  When  they  are  spoiled,  on  be* 
ing  taken  to  the  bank,  they  may  be  exchanged  for  new  ones, 
so  that  many  of  them  may  possibly  have  cost  the  state  more 
than  their  value  in  paper!  Silver  and  gold  are. not  in  circula- 
tion; I  have  noticed  individuals  who  had  never  seen  any,  and 
certain  it  is  that  a  traveller,  with  a  hundred  thousand  ducatg  in 
bis  trunk,  might  perish  with  hunger,  if  he  could  not  get  them 
exchanged  for  paper.  A  well-dressed  man,  whom  I  casually 
met  with  at  this  place,  expressed  a  winh  that  I  would  let  him 
see  some  money  of  my  own  country ;  I  handed  him  a  double^ 
sovereign  and  three  ducats,  or  a  hundred  and  twenty  bank- 
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dollars :  he  asked  M^hetber  ''  all  that  amounted  to  the  value  of 
one  rix  baDk-doliar?" 

SKVDSJORDET. 

One  singularity  of  Skydsjordet  and  its  neighbourhood  is, 
that  the  girls  have  all  very  large  feet;  and  another,  to  accompany 
it,  is  the  observation  of  Mr.  Keetner,  that  in  this  place,  he  met 
with  the  best  inn  in  Europe.  (Credat  Judcevs  !)  It  was  my 
lot  to  be  lodged  in  a  very  indifferent  one.  The  road  leadg 
hence  across  high  hills,  where  nothing  is  to  be  seen  but  woods 
of  fir,  mostly  tall,  but  not  thick  trees.  There  is,  however,  a 
fine  extensive  view  over  the  bay,  from  the  opposite  lofty  and 
snow-covered  mountain.  At  length  we  attained  Egberg's  Point, 
and  stood  astonished  at  a  spectacle  of  an  altogether  novel  kind. 
To  the  left,  the  gulf,  with  countless  isles  and  ships,  partly  in 
harbour  and  part  m  full  sail  between  the  rocks,  hastening  to- 
wards the  port,  which  gives  life  and  commercial  elasticity  to 
Christiana.  The  city  loses  itself,  in  a  manner,  in  the  multitude 
of  country-houses,  which  spread  a  league  over  the  declivity  of 
the  hills,  in  a  large  demi-circle ;  a  view,  this,  which  no  magic 
creation  can  vie  with.  Between  these,  the  river  Aker,  or  Agger, 
descends  in  a  number  of  little  cascades.  Absorbed  in  a  de- 
lightful reverie,  we  traced  the  winding  route,  through  the  an- 
cient city  Opslo  to  Christiana. 

CHRISTIANA 

Is  at  present  the  icapital  of  Norway,  and  the  seat  of  its  ^o* 
vernment.  For  these  boreal  regions,  this  city  may  be  deemed 
a  very  fine  one ;  and  an  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  will  be 
found  highly  agreeable  to  the  traveller,  from  their  marked  par- 
tiality to  foreigners.  They  talk  a  great  deal  about  Napoleon, 
because  their  trade  rose  to  a  flourishing  state,  during  the  wars 
of  France  and  Germany.  At  present,  whole  forests  lie  in  the 
harbour  undisposed  of,  in  planks  and  beams,  to  the  value  of 
some  millions.  The  English,  unfortunately  for  Norway,  have 
discovered  other  resources  and  means  of  supply.  The  Norwe- 
gians, however,  still  purchase  the  most  superfluous  articles  from 
abroad.  Norway  sends  to  England  even  for  hay  for  her  horses, 
and  to  Hoiianu  for  pulse;  while  in  this  country,  there  are 
immense  tracts  of  land,  which,  with  little  trouiile,  mii^ht  be 
made  arable.  The  cultivation  of  fruit  is  entirely  neglected. 
Their  gardens  alone  would  suflice  to  shew  that  both  fruit  and 
pulse  would  thrive  here,  with  but  small  labour.  In  many  fine 
meadows,  the  horses  are  seen  treading  down  more  gratis  than 
they  devour.  The  bay,  to  which  they  have  given  the  name  of 
Fiord,  is  more  than  twelve  miles  in  length.     It  is   diflicult  to 
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imagine  a  richer  and  more  glorious  feast  for  fhe  eye.  Id  Swit- 
zerland alone,  are  the  mountains  higher.  The  most  lofty  one 
in  Norway  is  only  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  bay.  My 
gratification  was  never  cloyed  in  viewing  the  bold  situation  of 
Christiana,  where  so  many  of  Nature's  beauties  rivet  the  atten- 
tion. But  in  Norway,  these  are  so  frequent,  that  a  traveller 
quits  one  charming  spot,  with  the  certainty  of  soon  lighting  on 
another.  In  fact,  the  road  to  Drammen  teems  with  all  the 
varieties  of  an  English  garden.  First  it  runs  along  the  bay, 
then  serpentines  through  meadows  and  forests,  which  alternate 
in  different  hues  of  verdure,  and  are  inclosed  by  high  hills, 
where  the  hoariness  of  massy  stones,  between  lofty  groupes  of 
fir-trees,  produces  an  absolute  contrast.  The  numerous  islands 
in  the  bay,  the  varied  motions  of  the  ships,  &c.  concur  to  in- 
spire agreeable  sensations  in  a  spot  where  the  very  stones,  lying 
about  on  the  way,  are  a  subject  of  speculation,  even  for  a 
person  that  is  no  mineralogist,  as  they  are  of  considerable 
value. 

PARADTSEBERG. 

Paradiseberg  is  not  unworthy  of  its  name ;  from  it,  a  most 
enchanting  country  is  surveyed,  where  on  the  left,  in  the  bay, 
encompassed  by  lofty  rocks,  the  ships  turn  and  wind  through 
a  distant  passage  into  the  North  Sea;  on  the  right,  high  bills 
spread  out  like  a  mass,  and  meadows,  fields,  and  groves  alter- 
nate. On  the  distant  river  Drammen,  appear  the  fine  cities  Bag- 
naes,  Strsemsse,  and  Tanjen,  now  commonly  united  under  the 
name  of  Drammen.  Here  6000  inhabitants  dwell ;  the  respective 
shores  are  joined  by  a  beautiful  bridge.  Whole  plantations  of 
firs  lie  ready  for  shipping,  but  at  present  seem  likely  to  rot  in 
harbour,  as  the  English  import  from  other  quarters,  in  order  to 
keep  down  the  prices.  The  merchants'  shops  are  crowded  with 
foreign  articles.  In  Christiana,  I  saw  ships  full  of  barley  from 
Flensburg,  of  fruit  from  France,  pulse  from  Holland,  and  hay 
from  England.  I  noticed  many  foreigners  in  Drammen,  all 
engaged  in  trades  and  commercial  pursuits,  and  could  not  help 
enquiring,  why  do  not  the  Norwegians  supply  their  places? 
There  are  many  families  of  tanners  here,  as  also  in  Christiana. 
But  the  prime  attentions  of  trade  are  engrossed  in  the  wood, 
copper,  fish,  and  iron  speculations.  In  other  matters,  the  in- 
dustry of  this  country  has  not  emerged  from  the  state  of  infancy. 
The  parts  up  to  Songsund  may  seem  to  exhaust  all  the  glories 
and  beauties  of  nature.  It  would  require  the  pen  of  a  Solomon 
to  describe  them ;  mine  is  inadequate  to  the  attempt.  Here 
abundance  of  salmon  is  cauo^ht:  but  the  people  grow  tired  of 
fish.     The  abstinence-days  of  the  church  are  not  predominant 
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here,  as  laws  are  not  always  adopted  to  localities.  In  my 
lodgings,  almost  the  whole  of  the  furniture  is  foreign.  How- 
can  these  people  be  prosperous,  if  they  will  not  encourage 
native  industry?  In  Switzerland,  in  every  corner,  are  cities 
and  the  busy  hum  of  men.  Their  valleys  resound  with  the 
strokes  of  hammers ;  the  people  here,  on  the  contrary,  send 
their  copper  and  iron  to  foreign  countries,  to  buy  it  back  again 
worked  up,  secundum  artem! 

Norway  has  a  numerous  army,  which  is  reported  to  be  very 
expensive.  It  is  to  be  reduced  to  12,000  men,  but  even  then,  it 
will  be  considerable  for  the  country.  The  Norwegians  are 
valiant;  had  they  universally  a  military  organization,  their 
subjugation  would  be  difficult  to  an  invader.  At  Hougsund 
we  passed  the  river  Drummen,  and  went  through  a  long 
fruitful  valley  to  Dunseruf,  where  the  lake  Fiskum  is  an  agree- 
able and  prominent  object;  it  empties  itself  into  the  river 
Drummen. 

KONGSBERG. 

Previous  to  reaching  Kongsberg,  the  land  may  be  termed 
a  desert;  at  last,  we  enlered  into  au  extensive  valley,  encir- 
cled with  high  and  barren  hills,  where  this  greatest  mountain- 
city  of  Norway  is  situated  ;  it  contains  about  five  thousand 
inhabitants.  Formerly,  when  the  mines  were  in  a  flourishing 
stale,  its  population  was  double.  Here  is  the  establishment 
of  superintendancy,  with  a  mint  in  full  activity.  The  river 
Laugen  flows  through  the  town,  and  exhibits  a  grand  water- 
fall. The  houses  lie  scattered,  and  but  few  of  them  can  be 
reckoned  handsome,  Bonaparte  is  the  common  theme  of  the 
Norwegians;  in  no  country,  is  so  much  praise  lavished  on 
him  as  in  this,  where  his  power  was  only  felt  in  undesignedly 
promoting  the  country's  advantage.  Voltaire's  destruction 
of  Lisbon,  by  the  earthquake,  is  so  beautifully  penned,  that 
people  who  read  it  might  wish  to  have  been  spectators,  could 
the}'  have  witnessed  it  in  safety. — Thus  the  Norwegians  con- 
templated the  convulsions  around  them. 

The  length  of  Norway,  taking  it  in  a  direct  line,  may  be 
about  240  German  mile.s;  its  breadth  at  forty-five;  the  super- 
ficial contents  at  (^,%6  square  miles.  Its  population  has  been 
rated  at  900,000  souls.  The  estimations  of  some  writers 
upon  Norwegian  statistics  must  be  erroneous,  as  when  they 
reckon  120  persons  for  every  square  mile,  as  there  are  many 
hundred  of  square  n)iles  in  Norway  which  have  not  an  indi- 
vidual inhabitant.  Authors  are  often  apt  to  copy  from  one 
another,  especially  in  treating  of  countries  like  Norway,  of 
which  we  have  neither  good  maps,  nor  sound  statistical  in- 
formation.    I  mu?*t  remark  one  thing,  that,  at  Christiani,  thert 
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is  a  school  for  cadets,  which  may  be  desigiiateJ  a^  excellent 
in  one  part  of  its  plan.  Every  year,  two  cadets  are  appointed 
to  travel  through  their  own  country,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
useful  observations,  and  obtaining  local  intelligence;  these 
are  transmitted  to  the  government;  and  thus  they  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  their  native  land,  and  its  rulers  become  ac- 
quainted with  them,  so  as  to  appreciate  their  talents,  and 
ascertain  in  what  way  all  may  be  employed  for  their  mutual 
advantage. 

There  is  no  country  which  accords  with  my  taste  better 
than  Norway,  nor  is  there  any  cast  of  inhabitants  or  people 
that  I  have  visited  whom  I  esteem  more.  Here,  at  least,  are 
the  true  haunts  of  simple  nature,  and  it  has  been  one  of  the 
pleasantest  passages  of  my  life  to  dwell  among  the  mountains.. 
The  inhabitants  are  a  virtuous  race;  patriarchal  simplicity, 
uprightness,  and  hospitality,  kindness  and  piety  are  their 
characteristics.  They  entertain  great  reverence  for  their  laws* 
In  many  other  countries,  the  laws  are  not  obeyed,  on  one  uni- 
form principle;  here,  on  the  contrary,  the  people  respect 
them,  from  principle.  The  denomination  of  Norway,  Norg-e, 
or  Noricke,  is  equivalent  to  Nord-reich,  or  a  designation  of  the 
North  Kingdom.  Some  authors  consider  the  Norwegians  as 
brethren  of  the  Danes,  and  unquestionably  both  are  branches 
of  the  Celtic  German  stock.  The  resemblance,  as  to  language, 
is  palpable,  though  in  the  more  remote  mountainous  parts^  a 
dissimilarity  prevails.  But,  with  regard  to  countenance,  I  an* 
inclined  to  question  the  analogy  between  the  Norwegian  and 
the  Stock-Danish  physiognomy.  The  Norwegian  has  no 
marked  national  traits;  many  of  them  might  be  taken  for  Ger- 
mans, French,  or  Italians,  which  I  thus  account  for;  in  their 
grand  conquering  epochas,  their  ancestors  formed  the  abori- 
ginal stem  of  and  were  mixed  with  those  nations.  In  the  in- 
land mountainous  district?,  we  meet  with  fine  countenances  of 
the  primitive  race,  whose  cast  is  obviously  that  of  the  Celtic 
German. 

Norway  has  or  had  mines  of  gold  ore  about  Christiansand, 
near  Ayde  and  Aggerhuns,  about  eight  miles  from  Christiana; 
both  pits,  however,  have  been  abandoned,  in  consequence  of 
their  scanty  produce.  There  are  veins  of  lead-ore  at  Hade- 
land  and  other  places,  but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
worked.  They  have  a  number  of  copper-works,  which  have 
yielded  an  immense  produce,  of  which,  Rocraas,  since  its  com- 
mencement in  1644  up  to  1791,  is  stated  to  have  brought  in 
seventeen  millions.  There  are  likewise  several  iron-works; 
and  salt-works  are,  met  with  in  abundance. 

The  horse  and  cow-stalls  in  Norway  are  raised  a  foot  above 
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ground  ;  they  are  floored  inside  with  planks,  as  straw  for  lit- 
tering is  scarcely  to  be  had.  The  urine  descends  through 
the  joists,  and  is  drawn  off  into  a  receptacle.  To  the  dung 
the  Norwegians  attach  little  or  no  value,  being  but  inexpert 
in  the  operations  of  agriculture.  In  these  polar  regions,  it  is 
very  hot  in  the  day-time,  and,  at  night,  one  might  fancy  it 
spring,  so  as  to  re^-ret  the  necessity  of  sleep.  A  traveller 
would  not  at  first  imagine  that  Kongsberg-  possesses  such 
fashionable  and  polished  inhabitants,  but  the  social  charac- 
ter here  is  so  prevalent,  that  we  were  invited,  most  days 
and  evenings,  to  some  party  or  other,  which  was  brilliant  and 
gay. 

The  ladies  sang  Norwegian  songs,  and,  among  them,  I 
heard  several  excellent  voices.  Nor  in  these  assemblies,  did 
there  appear  to  be  the  least  deficiency  in  the  style  and  man- 
ners of  what,  in  Paris  and  London,  we  call  the  great  world. 
The  silver-pits  at  Kongsberg,  which  had  been  long  aban- 
doned, are  working  again,  and  in  a  couple  of  years  consider- 
able products  are  expected  from  them.  One  pit  is  entirely 
full  of  water,  which  they  clear  off,  by  pumping  it.  We  were 
told  that  the  rest  scarce  yield  silver  enough  to  pay  their  ex- 
penses. It  seems  likely  that  the  government  will  contribute 
Its  aid.  In  1TD2,  16,720  marks  of  silver  were  extracted  from 
thence.  Certainly  the  whole  profit  hitherto,  since  the  com- 
mencement, cannot  have  been  considerable.  Germans  are 
employed  in  these  mines,  and  there  appear  to  be  some  of  all 
descriptions.  Any  foreigners  may  have  what  quantity  of 
silver  ore  he  demands;  it  is  appraised,  and  he  pays  the  value. 
Norway  will  feel  it  burdensome  to  pay  the  yearly  contribu- 
tions to  the  king  and  crown-prince  of  Sweden,  and  also  to 
realise  the  amount  of  its  paper-money,  in  consequence  of  the 
declining  state  of  its  exports  in  wood,  fish,  copper,  and  iron. 
The  Norwegian  stuffs,  which  every  peasant  weaves  for  him- 
self, to  my  fancy,  are  more  attractive  than  the  finest  silks  of 
Italy,  and  if  the  fair  females  of  this  country  would  apply  their 
hands  to  the  work,  their  national  fabrics  would  surpass  in 
beauty  and  elegance,  those  of  any  foreigners.  Valour  was  a 
well-known  quality  in  the  history  of  the  Norwegians;  it  was 
their  ancestors  who  conquered  England,  Normandy,  Naples, 
and  Sicily.  The  present  inhabitants  only  want  able  leaders 
to  prove  themselves  the  worthy  descendants  of  their  Odins 
and  Rollos.  There  prevails  in  this  country  much  domestic 
virtue  and  probity,  and  a  degree  of  happiness  concomitant. 
Their  wives  may  stand  the  test  against  all  nations;  their 
homes  and  children  receive  the  strong  attachments  of  a  fond 
and  worthy  people. 
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Frdiu  Kon^rsberg-,  #r  Konig-sberg,  ^re  chose  our  road  orer 
ih^  works  in  Modum,  in  order  to  view  them,  and  observe  the 
water-fall  of  the  river  Siinoe,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
Norway,  It  precipitates  itself  from  a  considerable  heig-ht, 
and  covers  the  adjacent  shore  with  its  froth  and  foam.  This 
road  cannot  otherwise  be  travelled  than  on  horseback,  or  in 
a  cabriolet.  The  Norwegian  cabriolets  are  handsome,  and  in 
the  Italian  style;  the  ladies  drive  themselves  in  them.  They 
generally  g-o  at  full  trot ;  we  met,-  at  leasts  twenty  returning" 
from  their  church.  In  winter  they  have  races,  and  the  best 
trotters  are  purchased  at  very  high  prices.  The  want  of  ar- 
tizans  forces  the  natives  to  fabricate  many  things  themselves, 
and  yet  what  is  not  exotic  is  as  well  executed,  and  oftentimes 
much  better,  than  what  they  import.  We  saw  in  all  the  houses 
woollen  and  other  stuffs,  entirely  made  and  coloured  by  them- 
selves ;  they  keep  a  larg-e  wardrobe  of  dress  by  them ;  amona^ 
which,  the  holiday-apparel  of  their  predecessors  is  still  pre- 
served, with  a  degree  of  care  and  veneration.  Before  Effg-Cj 
the  traveller  again  reaches  the  broad  highways,  which  conduct 
to  Bergen  and  Drontheim.  The  country  to  Credal  is  better 
cultivated,  and,  of  course,  more  populous.  The  lakes  Tyri 
and  Nands  augment  the  pleasing  picturesque  of  the  lands- 
cape, in  these  hilly  parts,  but  one  sees  only  solitary  cottages; 
no  cities,  no  villages,  no  indications  of  enterprise  and  industry; 
the  very  fish  die  of  age!  How  advantageously  might  the 
desert  places  of  some  countries  be  cultivated,  from  conveni- 
ences afforded  by  situation  ;  while  in  the  impracticable  parts^ 
upon  the  most  rugged  clifts,  we  sometimes  see  art  and  la- 
bour, from  local  incentives,  conquering  want  and  securing 
prosperity. 

We  at  length  reached  the  melancholy  beauties  of  some  of 
the  wildest  spots  on  the  surface  of  the  globe.  Norway  and 
Sweden,  up  to  the  Eis  sea,  are  full  of  granite  blocks  and 
broken  cliffs,  presenting  a  picture  of  a  world  in  ruins.  From 
Lunden  to  Hund,  the  way  is  very  agreeable ;  extensive  pros- 
pects, well-cultivated  fields,  meadows,  and  neat  houses,  again 
cheer  the  tedium  of  mortal  existence.  Near  Hund  is  a  glass- 
manufactory;  here  a  fine  water-fall  noisily  precipitates  itself 
through  a  high  rock,  into  the  lake  Midesen,  by  whose  shore 
the  road  winds,  distinguished  by  the  most  uncommon  views. 
This  glass-manufactory  was  established  by  a  German,  as  are 
most  of  the  other  public  works,  throughout  the  country. 
These  industrious  artizans  are  often  met  with  in  remote  rc« 
gions,  where  they  import  their  genius,  arts,  and  characteristic 
perseverance,  to  the  great  amelioration  of  the  lands  and  peo* 
pie  they  come  among. 
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III  Belgrade,  I  once  met  with  soro€  natives  of  Nuremborgv 
who  were  employed  in  selling-  canary-birds,  and  from  thence 
pursuing  the  same  mode  of  traffic,  alt  the  way  to  Constantino- 
piv.  In  Norway  anrl  Sweden,  a  traveller  must  carry  his  pro- 
visions with  him,  should  he,  with  a  dente  svperhoy  wish  for 
more  than  cofi'ee,  brandy,  milk,  and  butter.  I  said  to  the 
innkeeper,  on  the  shore  of  the  Mevison  lake,  **  Give  me  some 
fish,"—"  We  have  none,"  was  his  reply. — **  Get  some  caught," 
I  rejoined. — "  It  is  not  the  right  season,"  answered  he,  re- 
solved to  take  no  trouble,  on  my  account.  Their  common 
bread  is  ordinary  fare  indeed  to  a  traveller.  On  asking  what 
have  we  to  pay,  however,  the  usual  reply  with  these  good- 
nntured  and  generous  people  is  "  what  you  please;"  they  are 
satisfied  with  your  free-will  offering,  and  return  a  world  of 
thanks  for  the  smallest  donation.  In  Norway,  therefore,  no 
Jews,  no  nightingales,  no  noble  peers,  no  overgrown  citizens, 
but  the  cuckoo,  even  in  these  cold  and  bare  regions,  sings 
the  old  familiar  note,  which  boys  and  men  imitate  in  all 
countries. 

By  Lillehammer,  we  went  over  the  lake  Mixsen.  When 
n  person  arrives,  early  in  the  morning,  at  an  inn,  he  may  pro- 
ceed, without  difficulty,  to  the  first  unoccupied  bed-room 
he  can  find,  for  all  the  apartments  are  open.  They  contain 
benches  in  which  are  the  beds,  every  one  of  them  being  taken 
out  at  night,  hut  enclosed  from  view,  during  the  day  time. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  country  so  abounding  in  rich  views, 
and  the  scenery  of  nature,  as  Norway  ;  the  only  desideratum  is 
a  guide-book  to  them,  for  travellers.  The  well-educated  reader 
may  search  in  Virgil,  Haller,  Thompson,  Milton,  Mathison. 
&c. ;  nothing  of  fancy  in  their  descriptions  can  equal  the  real 
master-works  of  creation  in  this  country.  I  frequently  thought 
of  my  children,  as  I  was  musing  on  these  sublime  landscapes, 
and  felt  a  strong  desire  that  they  may  one  day  share  in  the 
pleasure  I  enjoyed. 

The  road  to  Staw  leads  through  the  wildest  of  colossal 
mountains,  in  whose  rough  declivities,  the  fir-tree  grows. 
Gloomy,  sterile,  and  repulsive  spots  occasionally  are  seen, 
where  bears  and  wolves  prowl,  but  the  foot  of  man  seldom 
penetrates.  The  snow-plough  stands,  in  several  places,  like 
so  many  monuments  rais^ed  to  dreary  winter,  and  the  bleak 
north-east!  At  length,  the  country  again  opens  into  fertile 
prospects.  Human  habitations  appear,  parcels  of  land  turned 
to  advantage,  and  herds  of  cattle  add  animated  traits  to  the 
picture  of  consolation.  At  Staw,  mc  were  entertained  with 
another  fine  waterfall,  and  there  is  also  one  between  Breden 
and   Laurgaard.      In  the  post-book   I  remarked,   that    only 
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♦eventeeii  travellers  had  passed  through  here  in  the  course 
of  a  year.  Upon  many  parts  of  the  road,  the  grass  was  op 
quite  thick,  though  it  is  the  highway  from  Christiana  to  Dron- 
theim.  The  women,  about  this  neighbourhood,  are  very  ro- 
bust and  larg€;  they  fasten  their  children  to  their  necks  with 
a  cord,  and  carry  them  about,  in  that  manner.  I  could  not 
catch  the  view  of  a  single  handsome  female  in  these  parts; 
there  was,  however,  as  we  were  informed,  a  young-  girl  of 
Kongwold,  of  such  rare  personal  beauty,  as  to  be  a  theme  of 
admiration  for  the  whole  province — a  solitary  circumstance, 
which  shews  how  uncommon  such  instances  are. 

In  the  houses,  many  productions  of  art  are  to  be  found, 
even  among  these  mountaineers,  as  tankards  and  other  house- 
hold articles;  also  children's  toys  cut  out  of  wood,  and  pret- 
tily carved,  though  in  an  irregular  fashion.  In  one  of  the  vil- 
lages, I  saw  an  earthen  can  with  this  date,  1500,  in  embossed 
work,  representino-  a  peasant's  dance,  and  this  inscription  on 
It,  "  The  Jollity  otthe  Village  Parson  at  a  Wedding."  The 
road  from  Laurgaard  to  Haugen,  like  many  others,  is  very 
picturesque,  but  at  Toffte,  we  took  leave  of  Nature's  verdure. 
It  was  then  the  22d  of  June,  and  yet  unsubdued  winter  ;  the 
«now  lay,  in  some  parts  of  the  way,  from  six  to  eight  feet  deep. 
Not  a  bird,  no  tree  to  be  seen  !  the  whole  a  waste  wilderness, 
with  perpetual  silence,  like  the  grave!  at  Fogstuen,  where 
our  horses  were  changed,  there  were  merely  three  or  four 
houses.  Some  girls  came  into  the  room  of  the  public-house, 
to  satisfy  their  curiosity,  and  stare  at  the  foreigners;  they 
ivere  all  more  than  six  feet  high,  slout,  and  strong-built,  but 
well-shaped,  and  their  features  those  of  the  old  German,  btit 
liard^r  marked. 

From  Kongswold  to  Driv^stcien,  the  road  winds  by  the  river 
Diva,  along  the  most  terrible  of  precipices.  But,  as  the  nioun- 
lains  decline  beside  the  stream,  a  small  valley  presents  itself 
to  view;  here  we  again  met  with  men  tall,  robust,  and  hand- 
4Some,  as  Tacitus  has  described  the  original  Germans.  Their 
wealth  consists  in  their  cattle,  money  is  in  little  estimation 
among  them;  every  house  contains  the  handicraft  works  of 
necessity,  and  they  have  improved  them  to  admiration.  W^ 
saw  very  fine  woollens  on  the  loom,  the  people  go  well  clad  ; 
their  houses  are  neat  and  clean,  and  some  apartments  may  even 
be  deemed  elegant.  The  traveller  who  cannot  find  himself 
at  home  elsewhere,  will  here  regale  on  the  conveniences  and 
comforts  of  life ;  good  coffee,  rich  milk,  eggs,  cheese,  butter, 
dried  fish,  ham,  sugar,  brandy,  and  generally  good  bread ; 
although  the  knack-brod  or  bread-cakes,  but  of  fine  and  very 
palatable  meal,  abound  in  many  of  the  best  houses.   We  could 
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observe  also  a  better  method  of  cooking  than  in  some  parts;  their 
viaDcis  are  more  savory,  and  prepared  agreeably  to  the  rules  of 
ihe  culinary  art.  Fresh  fish  is  seldom  to  be  had.  English  china, 
such  as  is  common  in  our  respectable  families,  Delft  plates, 
silver-spoons,  and  other  articles  of  silver,  are  to  be  seen  here. 
Who  then  can  consider  those  people  as  wretched,  or  as  desti- 
tute of  the  ordinary  enjoyments  of  life?  We  were  told  at 
Christiana,  that  we  should  find  much  difficulty  in  comprehend- 
ing the  language,  but  it  proved  otherwise ;  we  recognised  more 
German  words  than  the  peasants  of  the  Lower  Rhine  are  ac- 
quainted with.  The  payments  at  the  inns  are  always  regulated 
by  the  accustomed  answer  of — "What  you  please ;"  and  they 
never  seem  dissatisfied  with  the  donation  that  follows,  be  it 
more  or  less.  In  their  summer,  it  is  broad  day-light  before  two 
in  the  morning.  I  have  sometimes  been  returning  from  little 
supper  parties,  at  that  hour,  and  it  resembled  our  noon  for  open 
day.  At  those  parties,  I  had  opportunities  of  witnessing  speci- 
mens of  the  national  music,  for  it  is  the  fashion  here  for  the 
ladies  to  sing  in  turns  :  their  voices  gave  utterance  to  very  soft 
and  peaceful  strains. 

DRONTHBIM. 

Drontheim,  or  Tronhyera,  is  a  fine  city,  with'straight  and 
vei*y  broad  streets ;  it  is  situated  on  the  river  Nid,  which  here 
has  a  considerable  depth,  and  is  capable  of  receiving  the 
greatest  ships.  There  are  some  good  houses  in  it,  and  al- 
though most  of  them  are  built  of  wood,  they  may  challenge 
some  of  the  best  cities  in  Germany  for  their  handsome  appearr 
ance. 

In  1716,  Drontheim  was  besieged  by  the  Swedish  general 
Armfeld;  but  he  was  forced  to  retreat  to  the  mountains  to- 
wards Jaemtland,  between  Handoel  and  Tydahl,  where  he 
and  his  whole  army  were  frozen  to  death. 

The  situation  of  Drontheim  is  enchanting ;  it  is  the  most 
remote  city  of  this  kingdom,  and  contains  about  9,000  inhabir 
tants.  Although  its  position  is  very  favourable  for  commerce, 
by  its  communication  with  the  North  Sea,  mercantile  transacr 
tions  here  are  in  a  state  of  mere  infancy.  No  one  ventures  iQ 
speculate  either  in  the  herring  or  whale-fisheries.  The  dor 
mestic  handicrafts  arc  wretched.  Every  thing  comes  from 
abroad.  Even  malt  is  brought  from  England  to  make  their 
beer;  and  they  use  every  thing  but  the  fruits  of  their  own  lar 
bour,  to  which  they  appear  to  be  well  adapted  by  nature.  As 
far  as  the  eye  can  range,  it  perceives  fine  tasty  country-houses, 
extended  wide  over  the  hillocks  which  surround  Drontheim^ 


DroHlheim,  6\ 

And  tlie  interior  of  some  of  them  exhibits  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary luxury. 

Drontbeira  lies  in  a  semi-circle  of  mountainous  points.  On 
an  island  in  the  sea  stands  a  fort,  where  they  observe  all  such 
ships  as  arrive  and  depart-  The  river  Nid  has  two  stupen* 
dous  cataracts..  No  small  hindrance  to  trade  here,  is  the  post- 
ordinance.  For  eigbt  letters  which  came  via  Hamburg:,  I  had 
to  pay  six  ducats;  in  our  money,  246  Bank  dollars.  Had  not 
the  course  of  exchange  been  in  my  favour,  I  might,  perhaps, 
have  dispatched  a  courier  to  Hamburg  for  less ;  but  nobody 
interferes  with  this  grievance.  The  richest  merchants  here 
are  all  foreigners :  they  have  no  great  correspondence,  and 
what  they  have  is  carried  on  by  the  ships  which  go  to  Ham- 
burg. Thus  the  state  loses  much  post-money.  What  may 
appear  stranger,  if  I  send  by  the  post  to  Berlin,  Dantzig,  or 
Konisberg,  I  must  free  the  letters  from  Drontheim  to  Ausburg, 
and  inscribe  the  name  on  them.  Had  those  rich  Frenchmen 
who  wandered  to  America,  to  get  the  gout,  been  acquainted 
with  Norway,  they  would  have  travelled  here  with  their  trea- 
sures. Their  tables  might  not  have  been  strewed  with  the  fine 
fruits  of  France,  though  the  rich  Norwegian  generally  con- 
trives to  have  them ;  but  they  would  have  revelled  in  other 
luxuries,  sufficient  to  deck  a  monarch's  board  ! 

The  government  is,  at  present,  occupied  in  establishing  a 
Bank  here.  The  contributions  are  already  considerable,  the 
amount  of  which  the  country  pays  in  silver.  The  bank-note 
expresses  that  it  is  payable  in  cash.  Were  that  really  the 
case,  in  four-and- forty  hours,  no  more  schillings  would  be  visi- 
ble. People  will  not  realize  the  bank-notes,  but  keep  them 
in  circulation,  .as  representatives  of  the  Bank  funds,  and  the 
,course  of  exchange  will  be  thereby  raised,  but  only  in  a  small 
.degree,  unless  all  the  present  notes  are  redeemed,  and  others 
made.  As  people  are  accustomed  to  require  from  one  to  five 
rix-dollars  for  the  smallest  trifle,  which,  in  the  real  value  of 
silver,  surpasses  the  expences  to  London  of  1000  per  cent.,  to 
what  peril  is  not  the  Bank  in  Drontheim  exposed,  through  pi- 
racy, exclusive  of  pther  species  of  robbery !  A  Bank  is  a  sort 
of  enigma  in  oqr  philosophical  century !  What  Hamburg 
experienced  from  extraneous  plunderers,  may  likewise  happen 
from  robbers  within-doors.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  inns 
were  established  under  the  direction,  or,  at  least,  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  the  magistrate,  for,  in  Norway,  good  acco- 
modations are  often  wanted.  In  the  country  parts,  they  were 
clean,  but  even  there  we  must  carry  a  whole  hamper  of  pro- 
visions about  with  us  in  the  journey. 

They  manage  theii*  cattle  here  very  well:  the  cows  arc  not 
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kept,  a«  with  us,  wallowing  in  their  dirt.  The  Norwegians 
make  several  kinds  of  cheese,  that  are  very  excellent.  The 
roads  from  Drontheira  to  Roeraas  are  studded  with  Nature's 
wonders.  The  rivers  Saula  and  Glommen  roll  on  their  way, 
through  all  parts  to  the  sea.  Colossal  hills  are,  at  length, 
succeeded  by  a  soft  valley,  where  peace  and  repose  seem  to 
dwell,  and  where  man  had  framed  convenient  habitations  ; — 
children  were  playing,  and  herds  grazing  around  them.  Their 
health  seemed  such  as  nothing  could  affect.  Families  exist 
there,  in  an  uninterrupted  series,  to  the  great  grand-children. 
They  looked  as  robust  as  their  mountains,  and  free  as  their 
own  cattle !  These  people,  with  a  joyful  welcome,  hail  the  ap- 
proach of  a  foreigner.  Of  different  churches  and  religions 
they  knew  but  little;  and  the  magistrate's  interference  is  seU 
dom  within  their  precincts! 

From  Roeraas  we  would  willingly  have  directed  our  course, 
directly  forward,  through  Jemtland  to  Asele,  Umea  Pitea, 
Zulea,  and  Tornea,  and  so  on  to  the  North  Cape ;  the  whole 
more  than  300  leagues,  German  measure.  The  design  was  bold, 
but  of  this  mountam-scheme  in  embryo,  only  a  mouse  appeared ! 
Every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  country,  knows  that,  in 
order  to  return  in  the  same  year,  the  expedition  should  com- 
mence as  early  as  the  1st  of  May.  Our  arrival  in  Roeraas 
was  on  the  8th  of  July,  and  consequently  it  became  a  matter 
of  doubt  whether  1  could  get  clear  of  the  sncceodiiig  winter. 
Circumstances  connected  with  my  family  were  additional  rea- 
sons for  relinquishing  my  first  intention.  I  was,  therefore, 
obliged  to  compromise,  and  content  myself  with  a  more  limited 
nndertaking,  by  steering  my  course  from  Liufnethal,  by  way 
of  paying  a  sort  of  flying  visit  to  the  Laplanders  and  their 
rein-deer, 

LAPLAND. 

We  accordingly  provided  a  supply  of  drink  and  eatables  5 
and,  with  a  guide  and  an  interpreter,  set  out  on  horseback. 
After  travelling  about  forty  hours,  without  seeing  either  any 
people,  or  the  road,  we  pitched  our  tents,  at  night,  near  a 
wood,  with  a  part  of  which  we  made  our  fire.  At  length  we 
met  with  a  family  of  about  twenty  persons,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  who  cordially  saluted  us,  and  we  all  shook  hand;^. 
We  shared  out  tobacco  and  brandy  among  them.  They  con- 
ducted us  to  their  huts,  and  gave  us  dried  reindeer's  flesh  and 
milk. 

Their  countenances  are  a  miniature  resemblance  of  the 
Calmuck  faces  ;  they  are  diminutive  in  size,  and  to  appearance 
wretched  ;  sufficiently  generous,  but  fiill  of  uneasiness.  They 
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suffered  us  to  ^o  about  every  where,  and  do  as  we  chose ;  and 
they  readily  showed  us  whatever  they  had.  We  were  soon  as 
intimate  as  if  we  had  been  born  amongst  ihem.  Their  language 
is  very  harmonious.  A  herd  of  about  thirty  rein-deer  strayed 
around.  Our  interpreter,  who,  by  the  bye,  knew  but  little  of 
their  language,  contrived  to  let  them  know  that  we  wished  to 
proceed  onwards,  to  visit  a  few  families  of  their  people,  by 
means  of  a  carriage  with  rein-deer.  Immediately  they  har- 
nessed a  sledge  for  us,  but  it  went  very  slowly,  as  no  track  in 
the  snow  had  been  previously  beaten  down.  We  arrived  at  a 
tribe  who  were  all  brothers  and  sisters  of  those  we  had  quitted^ 
Their  huts  were  formed  of  large  poles  of  wood,  and  set  circu- 
larly, covered  with  branches,  mos.«,  earth,  and  rein-deer's  hides; 
they  have  holes  for  the  smoke  to  escape,  and  another  hole 
made  in  the  ground.  We  stayed  three  days  with  these  people. 
In  the  middle  of  their  huts  a  stove  is  placed,  on  which  they 
make  their  fire,  all  sitting  around  it.  Their  clothing  is  made 
of  deer-skin,  similar  to  a  shirt,  and  tied  about  the  loitts  with  a 
cord.  We  saw  some,  however,  dressed  in  linen,  for  which  they 
had  made  an  exchange  of  skins.  These  people,  whose  man- 
ners and  habits  are  well  worth  observation,  seem  to  enjoy  the 
freedom  of  iheir  way  of  life.  They  have  no  words  iu  their 
language  which  express  the  ideas  we  attach  to  king,  prince, 
governor,  laws,  rights,  &c.  We  presented  them  with  a  few 
trifles,  with  which  they  were  highly  delighted,  and  took  leave  of 
them,  to  continue  our  route  to  Tuffendalen,  where,  after  eight 
days  drago;ing,  we  at  Inst  found  good  boor-cottages.  Whether 
the  Laplanders  indirectly  belong  to  any  regular  constitution, 
or  contribute  any  thing  to  it,  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  I  remarked, 
that,  generally  speaking,  like  the  poor  Indian  of  Pope,  they 
have  no  artificial  wants;  and  thus  far,  at  least,  they  appear 
contented.  The  whole  of  this  tract  of  land  is  solitary  and 
desert.  The  superficial  and  level  extent  of  it  may  comprehend 
a  thousand  and  eight  hundred  square  miles.  Laplander  is 
with  them  considered  as  a  term  of  reproach,  or  a  mere  nick- 
name;  they  call  themselves  *S'«wia/ar2:eA\ 

TUFFENDALEN. 

TuflTendalen  wears  a  more  European  aspect.  Here  are  some 
dwellings  which  have  a  cultivated  appearance.  Their  inhabi- 
tants find  the  means  of  subsisting,  by  fishing  and  the  chase. 
They  have  plenty  of  cattle,  deer,  bird;?,  &c.  Their  bread  is 
made  of  straw  meal,  or  when  that  is  scarce,  they  use  the  bark 
of  trees,  eating  it  with  fat  and  milk.  In  their  houses  they  are 
clean,  and  we  saw  some  decent  furniture.  They  have  some 
notions  of  cookery,  and  seem  fond  of  displaying  all  the  valu- 
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ables  they  possess.  Here  we  saw  some  silrer  watch^  kn4 
good  clothes.  Their  doors  stood  open,  night  and  day.  We 
next  proceeded  toFaemundsheetan,  where  we  passed  the  great 
Faemund  Lake,  stopped  one  night  at  Elion,  and  next  morning 
reached  the  confines  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  which  on  both 
sides  exhibit  a  mere  desert.  At  Idre  we  changed  horses  and 
went  on  to  Serma;  we  were  obliged  to  advance  at  leas*  a 
league  by  water,  on  the  river  Osterthal,  and  had  the  raoa  luck 
to  meet  with  a  small  boat  by  the  shore.  We  came  to  a  minis- 
ter's, or  parson's  house,  whose  son's  wedding  was  then  celebrat- 
ing. It  was  full  of  people  of  all  descriptions,  forming  a  droll 
caricature  scene,  to  which  we  merrily  contributed.  Our  effects 
were  brought  in  by  the  multitude,  without  our  paying  any  at- 
tention to  them  ;  the  parson's  silver-plate  was  lying  about  in  all 
directions ;  his  watches  hung  in  every  room  ;  a  hundred  persons, 
at  least,  were  present,  most  of  them  of  the  poorest  sort,  eating 
and  drinking  in  every  corner  of  the  house,  and  yet,  all  was 
safe.  Our  parson,  who  was  a  good  open-hearted  character, 
received  us  most  generously,  and  would  accept  of  no  recom- 
pence ;  he  was  even  displeased  that  we  presented  his  daughter 
with  a  couple  of  ducats,  because  she  would  load  us  with  bread 
and  other  provisions.  The  wedding  attendants  were  very 
jovial,  all  the  company  shook  hands  with  us,  and  welcomed  us 
into  Sweden.  We  spent  the  night  in  the  utmost  conviviality  ; 
and  next  day  proceeded,  over  waste  mountains  and  marshes, 
partly  riding,  but  chiefly  on  foot,  till  we  came  to  Serma. 

SERMA. 

The  parochial  extent  of  the  church  at  Serma  is  greater  than 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Wirtemberg,  and  there  are  parts  in  it 
to  which  the  population  have  not  yet  penetrated.  The  minister 
here  informed  me,  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  many  of  his 

f parishioners,  as  the  district  embraced  so  wide  a  sphere.  The 
itile  colony  at  Serma  inhabit  a  very  agreeable  valley,  throu-rh 
which  the  river  Thai  flows,  forming  a  small  island.  The 
rector  was  a  friendly  and  worthy  old  man,  freely  sharing  what 
he  enjoyed  with  all  about  him.  His  house  stood  on  the  banks 
of  the  river.  They  caught  fish  on  my  account,  and  enough 
at  one  time  to  serve  the  family  eight  days.  The  soil  is  good 
in  Serma ;  and  in  the  parson's  garden,  I  noticed  some  fine 
sallads,  peas,  broad-beans,  &c.  &c.  From  thence  we  journeyed 
on,  through  wastes  and  difliculties,  to  Elfthal,  where,  as  there 
Mas  no  inn,  we  went,  as  usual,  to  the  parsonage,  into  which  we 
were  kindly  received,  and  shortly  afier  our  arrival,  were  visited 
by  the  curate  and  the  former  vicar's  widow ;  each  of  these 
entreated  us  to  stop  a  day  longer,  and  spend  with  them.     We 
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*weirt  to  view  the  porphyry- works  near  Aassen,  accompanied  by 
the  curate.  The  models  are  but  indifferent,  and  this  branch 
of  business  is  but  little  attended  to,  in  Sweden ;  though  they 
tDiight  make  it  a  source  of  emoluments  In  fact,  they  are  paying* 
for  foreign  articles,  at  a  rate  which  exceeds  the  expences  of 
cultivating  the  several  arts  in  their  own  power.  The  porphyry 
is  of  various  colours,  and  truly  beautiful.  Italy  does  not  possess 
finer.  On  the  following  day,  we  pursued  our  journey  through 
Dalecarlia  to  Mora,  where  we  crossed  the  river  Thai.  The 
situation  about  Mora,  on  the  Lake  Siljan,  is  lovely ;  several 
villages  cover  the  hills,  and  the  lake-prospect  is  very  gratifying. 
Here  Gustavus  Vasa  addressed  himself  to  the  brave  Dalecar- 
jians;  to  his  exertions,  Sweden  owes  her  emancipation  from 
Denmark,  We  failed  not  to  visit  the  cellar  in  which  he  con- 
cealed himself,  when  the  myrmidons  of  Christiern  were  in  pur- 
suit of  him.  The  Dalecarlians  are  a  handsome^  vigorous  race, 
and  justly  pride  themselves  on  having  been  the  saviours  of 
their  country.  The  land  is  fruitful  up  to  Fahlun  ;  their  habi- 
tations are  good,  as  are  also  their  apparel  and  living;  I  must, 
however,  except  their  bread,  often  made  of  the  rind  of  trees, 
^nd  miserable. 

FALHUN. 

Falhun  lies  in  a  hollow,  in  a  fruitful  and  hilly  neighbour- 
hood, affording  pleasant  views.  About  the  city,  i\ow  three  lakes, 
at  a  small  distance,  the  Waelen,  Varpar,  and  Nun  Lakes;  and 
from  these  proceed  the  streams  that  drive  the  machinery  of  the 
copper-mines.  The  population  is  about  five  thousand  souls; 
under  Queen  Christina,  they  amounted  to  twelve  thousand. 
The  copper-mines  were  very  considerable  in  1650,  when  they 
yielded  twenty  thousand  ship-pounds  of  metal ;  now,  they  give 
out,  at  most,  between  four  and  five  thousand.  They  belong  to 
a  company  consisting  of  twelve  hundred  persons.  A  share  in 
it  is  purchased  for  nine  hundred,  or  a  thousand  rix-dollars, 
{banco)  and  yields  an  annual  net  income  of  about  a  hundred 
rix-dollars  banco.  In  these  mines,  to  a  lively  imagination,  all 
wear  a  poetic  appearance;  tfee  traveller,  who  descends  into 
these  subterraneous  caverns,  finds  the  miners  an  industrious 
and  obliging  people,  whose  complaisance  to  foreign  visitors 
will  make  them  forget  the  smoke  of  their  atmosphere,  and  the 
xopper-dust  that  envelopes  their  clothes.  We  left  Fahlun,  with 
some  reluctance;  the  descent  into  their  mines  is  by  machines. 

«EDE»lORA. 

The  way  from  thence  to  Hedemora  is   truly  agreeable,  th« 
whole  country  presenting  the  face  of  a  cultivated  garden.    The 
Voyages  and  Travels,  JVo.  1.  Vol  F.  I 
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situation  of  the  town  on  the  Hofra  Lake  18  delightful ;  it  h 
but  small,  and  may  contain  about  nine  hundred  inhabitantv^ 
Close  to  the  adjacent  village  Gaether,  is  the  rich  iron-mine  of 
Bisberget.  The  whole  province  of  Dalecarlia,  though  a 
6ne  country,  is  thinly  spread  with  inhabitantf>,  who  do  not 
amount  to  more  than  four  and  twenty  thousand.  Their  dia« 
lect  and  physiognomy  announce  affinity  with  the  old  German 
stock.  This  is  more  particularly  evident  in  the  parts  about 
Mora.  At  Gradae,  we  crossed  the  river  Thai,  on  a  bridge  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  length.  At  Avestadt,  the  river  has  a  fall 
which  serves  the  copper  and  iron-works.  The  position  of  this 
place  appears  highly  romantic  to  a  stranger.  To  Sala,  the 
road  leads  through  beautiful  woods,  where,  by  one  of  Nature's 
diversities,  the  soil  produces  some  of  the  finest  of  fruits. 

SALA^ 

Sala  may  contain  about  two  thousand  inhabitants.  The 
mines  are  not  so  productive  as  some  voyagers  have  represented. 
The  director  did  not  seem  to  be  well-informed  or  intelligent. 
The  whole  establishment  had  not  the  appearance  of  being 
judiciously  conducted.  Ifs  product  is  stated  at  a  hundred 
ship-pounds  of  lead,  and  fifteen  hundred  marks  of  silver.  But 
I  thought  these  returns  exaggerated.  The  peasants  of  the  disr 
trict  must  furnish  coals  and  wood  to  the  mines ;  this  calls  for 
great  labour,  and  it  proves  unfortunate  for  them,  that  nature 
nas  entombed  her  rich  metals  here.  In  the  director's  apart- 
ment, hung  a  knout,  with  which  the  miners  are  flogged,  M'hen 
in  fault,  at  the  orders  of  the  director.  In  1544,  the  pit  yielded 
one  and  twenty  thousand  marks  of  silver.  At  the  inns,  here, 
as  throughout  Sweden,  knackbrod,  butter,  and  coffee,  were  all 
the  viands  we  could  procure,  and  this  among  a  population  of 
two  thousand  !  But  the  Swede  is  ever  a  circumscribed  being, 
in  his  means  of  living,  &c. ;  his  ultramarine  friends  furnish  him 
with  every  thing,  even  to  the  very  hay  for  his  horses. 

VPSAL. 

Upsal,  (the  next  place  we  reached,)  on  the  river  Firisae,  is 
the  seat  and  central  point  of  Swedish  learning:  the  Muses  have 
selected  this  for  their  northern  settlement.  The  environs  are 
agreeable.  The  city  has  good  broad  streets,  and  on  the  whole 
is  well-built.  The  population  amounts  to  upwards  of  four 
thousand.  The  university  is  a  rich  treasury  of  materials  for 
every  science,  and  strangers  of  all  countries  will  concur  in  ad- 
miring them.  There  are  two  great  coffers  in  this  place,  of 
Gustavus  the  Third,  sealed  and  fastened  with  iron  chains, 
which  were  opened  fifty  years  after  his  death.     Several  of  the 
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profeasors  have  acquired  celebrity  ia  Germany,  France^  &c. 
by  their  excellent  writings.  In  the  university,  are  about  600 
students ;  the  youngest  of  them  have  stated  vacations,  when  they 
g"o  home  to  their  parents.  The  mode  of  living  here  is  after  the 
German  fashion.  Of  ancient  Upsal  there  are  no  remains;  but 
we  were  shewn  the  spot  on  which,  according  to  tradition, 
Edin's  house  once  stood.  From  Sala  to  Upsal,  the  whole  ex- 
tent is  a  fine  plain,  in  high  cultivation,  with  fields  abounding  in 
fruits  of  all  sorts,  just  as  in  the  best  parts  of  Germany.  The 
road  from  hence  to  Stockholm  is  somewhat  mountainous.  Woods 
of  fir  last  to  the  very  suburbs  of  that  capitalj  our  entrance  into 
which  had  the  appearance  of  a  parry  of  pleasure,  as  crowds  of 
people,  in  coaches  and  on  horseback,  were  returning  to  the  city, 
from  the  fine  gardens  of  Haga^  in  the  plenitude  of  parade  and 
fashion. 

StOCKHOLMi 

The  first  view  of  this  metropolis  is  so  singularly  pleasing, 
that  other  places  are  forgotten — or  Naples  alone  can  vie  with 
it.  The  morning  after  our  arrival,  we  were  serenaded  by  the 
city  musicians,  a  compliment  ever  paid  to  foreigners,  and  de- 
rived from  an  ancient  custom.  The  streets  are  noble,  and  the 
houses  magnificent;  the  fort,  public  buildings,  libraries,  arsenal, 
military-schools,  in  short,  all  the  national  establishments  bear 
marks  of  grandeur,  power,  and  taste.  Like  ancient  Rome, 
Sweden  may  assert  her  claim  to  several  public  memorabilia. 
Here  stand  names  of  huntsmen-king*<:  there  patricians  mur- 
dered Goertz :  and  Patkul  was  beheaded,  for  vindicating  bis 
country's  rights.  Here  the  people  committed  homicide  on 
Fersen,  accused  of  poisoning  the  crown-prince,  by  Christiern 
Augustus  Charles,  Duke  of  Holstein-Sleswick.  There  stand 
statues  of  those  models  of  heroism,  Gustavus  Vasa  and  Adol- 
phus.  From  this  spot,  Charles  XII.  sset  out  to  vanquish  kings 
and  give  away  kingdoms.  On  another,  Christiern  caused 
the  best  of  the  citizens  to  be  slaughtered  1  The  ci»y  stands  on 
islands  which  have  both  sweet  and  salt-water  about  them  ;  ge- 
nerally it  is  situated  on  the  lake  Maclaren,  which  communicates 
with  the  Baltic  sea.  Out  of  the  fine  harbour  of  Kristepheit, 
ships  are  seen  to  sail  in  all  directions.  This  is  a  separate  view, 
and  forms  a  contrast  with  the  islands  and  houses,  exhibiting 
another  city  upon  the  water.  Here  lay  to  the  value  of  four 
millions  of  iron,  with  various  other  merchandize,  the  produc- 
tions of  Sweden's  soil  and  industry,  and  destined  for  other  na- 
tions. The  shops  are  full  of  the  stuff-i  (often  iudiHTerent)  of  other 
countries :  the  Swede  is   ever  unmindful  of  his  owa  copious 
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resources.  The  national  pride  of  the  peasant*,  clothes  them  iir 
their  native  products;  but  here  all  is  d-la^mode  de  Paris !-^ 
French  faylors,  shoemakers,  perfumers,  Sec.  &c.  flock  to  Stock- 
Lolm,  and  the  Swedish  nobility  prefer  them  to  tradesmen  of 
their  own  country.  No  city  has  finer  public  promenades.  The 
park,  which  extends  to  the  castle  of  the  crown-prince,  seems 
like  a  world  of  enchantment.  The  bay  is  enlivened  with  the 
colours  of  different  nations.  Turkish  music  accompanies  par- 
ties of  pleasure.  The  shores  are  covered  with  elegant  country- 
houses,  and  the  varieties  of  green  in  the  gardens  and  walks, 
present  a  striking"  contrast  to  the  grey  clifts  that  rise  above  the 
water's  surface,  in  a  thousand  whimsical  forms.  The  inhabi- 
tants have  an  air  of  satisfaction  and  cheerfulness  which  is  gra- 
tifying for  the  traveller  to  witness.  Equipages  of  all  sort?, 
even  lo  the  little  Swedish  trilla,  vary  the  scene;  music,  coffee, 
and  confectionary-shops,  lemonade,  punch,  beer,  wine,  provi- 
sions, all  abound,  and  every  Sunday  displays  a  scene  of  festi- 
vity at  Stockholm.  No  capital  on  the  Continent  possesses  a 
finer  situation,  or  has  such  promenades  for  recreation  and  exer- 
cise ;  the  Linden  at  Berlin,  the  Prater  and  Augarlen  at  Vienna, 
even  Shoenbrunn  itself,  will  never  stand  the  test  of  compa- 
rison. Stockholm  contains  about  80,()00  inhabitants.  On  the 
whole,  for  its  picturesque  scenery,  &c.  no  spectator  of  refined 
feelings  and  fancy  can  quit  the  country  but  with  reluctance. 
On  the  road  to  Norknoeping,  are  several  places  where  little 
rock«,  interspersed  with  woods,  alternate  as  in  an  English  gar- 
den.* The  little  town  of  Nykioeping  has  a  brisk  trade,  is  pret- 
tily built,  and  contains  aboiit  2,000  inhabitants.  Here  the  me- 
lodious Swedish  language  is  spoken  in  its  greatest  purity.  On 
the  way  to  Norkioeping,  near  Wreta,  at  StaflTsioe,  we  stopped 
to  visit  one  of  the  cyclop's  forges,  alias,  a  foundry  for  cannon 
and  balls.  The  hills  here  rise  gradually,  until  a  fine  lool^  over 
Norkioeping  displays  another  kind  of  objects  in  the  plain. 

NORKIOEPING 

Is  built  on  both  sides  of  the  river  Matra;  over  it,  handsome 
bridges,  both  of  wood  and  stone,  afford  ready  communication. 
The  population  amounts  to  about  9,000.  A  number  of  trades 
and  manufactures  give  it  an  air  of  animation  and  wealth.  The 
Mota  here  has  a  very  fine  waterfall.  There  were  several  Spa- 
nish ships  in  the  port  in  1817.  At  the  distance  of  a  mile  from 
Norkioeping,  stands  Fort  Laefsta,  upon  a  hill,  which  exhibits, 
as  usual,  another  beautiful  prospect. 

*  (The  title  was  forgotten  here)  Nyfdoqting. 
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LINDKIOEPING. 

Lindkioeping'  is  a  neat  little  town,  containing-  about  2fi0(f 
inhabitants.  The  cathedral  possesses  several  antiquities  that 
were  coeval  with  the  reigfn  of  Catholic  superstition.  Throu^fhout 
Sweden,  one  can  scarce  fancy  one's-self  in  a  Protestant  country. 
We  remarked  in  the  church  of  Stockholm,  and  in  other  places, 
pictures  and  saints,  with  their  histories,  expressed  in  painting-s 
and  sculpture,  and  the  priests  using*  ceremonies  at  the  altar 
similar  to  those  of  the  Catholics.  They  wear  silk  chasubles 
and  mitres,  with  lace,  velvet  and  gold-embroidered  ornaments, 
as  the  latter  do.  Among  the  common  people,  traditional  tales 
keep  up  the  belief  in' sprites,  g-hosls,  magic,  &c.  In  the  castle 
at  Stockholm,  a  white  woman  appears  (they  say)  as  at  Cleves, 
on  occasion  of  the  death  of  any  member  of  the  royal  family.  Be- 
yond Lindkioeping,  we  traversed  a  fruitful  plain  ;  and,  at 
Motala,  saw  a  multitude  of  hands  at  work  on  the  Goetha  canal. 
This  is  a  national  undertaking  that,  when  completed,  will  re- 
flect lustre  on  the  Swedish  name  and  country.  Most  of  the 
labourers  were  soldiers,  who,  like  those  of  ancient  Rome,  are 
thus  useful  to  the  state,  both  in  peace  and  war.  Count  Platin 
is  the  superintendaat ;  he  is  a  German  by  birth ;  but  what  can 
a  German  do  in  Germany  ? — In  a  couple  of  miles'  travelling, 
we  arrived  at  a  village  where  the  habitations  lay  scattered  upon 
fine  turf,  and  walks  led  to  swinging-lines,  temples,  and  places 
of  popular  assemblage ;  but,  advancing  onwards  through  the 
streets,  we  could  find  no  inhabitants.  We  wished  to  know 
where  the  inn  was:  there  was  no  one  to  tell  us.  This  place 
has  the  name  of  Medevi,  and  is  the  most  famous  for  mineral- 
waters  of  any  in  Sweden.  The  inhabitants,  however,  had  all 
deserted  it,  since  the  beginning  of  August,  1817.  It  being 
then  autumn  and  cold,  the  waters  had  lost  their  efficacy.  Se- 
veral crutches  were  hung  up,  like  the  ancient  votive  tablets,  in 
testimony  of  the  cures  of  that  year. 

WADSTENA. 

Wadstena  is  an  ancient  city,  and  has  a  ruinous  castle,  one 
of  the  works  of  Gustavus  Vasa.  In  an  old  church,  the  traveller 
beholds  here  many  antiquities  belonging  to  the  Catholic  times. 
The  land  of  the  adjoining  country  is  very  well  cultivated. 
Skennige  and  Ekesioe  are  pretty  little  villages.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood, stands  Redelfors,  with  its  gold-mine,  the  annual  pro- 
duct of  which  is  nearly  a  hundred  ducats.  Several  handsome 
country-houses,  belonging  to  opulent  individuals,  as  in  the 
environs  of  all  the  towns  in  Sweden,  served  to  beguile  the  at- 
tention, by  their  neatness  and  newnes».  I  do  not  recollect  in 
any  of  the  old  towns,  a  single  instance  of  either  spires  or  tombs. 
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CARLSKRONA. 

Carliifkrona,  which  covers  five  bare  rocky  islands,  \#a* 
founded  by  Charles  XI.  in  1680.  He  compelled  the  citizen* 
of  Nonneby  to  abandon  their  habitations,  and  settle  here.  This 
city  was  afterwards  burnt  down,  but  is  now  rebuilt,  and  ap- 
pears the  handsomer  for  it.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  rated 
at  10,000.  The  streets  are  regular,  and  there  are  some  fine 
buildings  in  them ;  but  the  grass  is  growing  in  the  streets,  while 
thistles  and  other  weeds  are  to  be  seen  in  a  noxious  abundance : 
the  place  appears  flat  and  dull !  Flocks  of  geese  were  running 
about  the  streets,  just  as  in  an  open  meadow.  It  is,  never- 
theless, the  grand  arsenal  and  workshop  of  the  Swedish  ma- 
rine. The  hand  of  power  has  here  erected  one  monument  of 
its  greatness.  The  bent  and  aims  of  a  people,  and  of  their 
government,  are  illustriously  shewn  in  their  national  works; 
this  the  ancient  histories  of  Greece  and  Rome,  in  their  bright 
periods,  eminently  evince.  To  Gustavus  III.  Sweden  is  in- 
debted for  various  arts  and  liberal  endowments ;  a  monument 
is  raised  to  his  memory  on  the  newly-made  docks.  Every  pub- 
lic work  in  Sweden  inspires  ideas  of  grandeur.  The  Swedes 
are  heroes  in  war,  and,  under  a  skilful  management,  would  be 
true  citizens  at  home. 

BLECKINGEN. 

The  province  of  Bleckingen  contains  a  number  of  pretty 
little  towns  ;  but  the  whole  territory  through  which  the  roads 
lead,  may  again  be  likened  to  a  chaos — the  ruins  of  a  fallen 
world  !  The  province  of  Schoonen  is  a  perfect  contract.  Em- 
bellished nature  teems  here  with  large  and  fruitful  plains, 
full  of  horned  cattle.  Christianstadt  has  a  good  fort,  founded 
by  Chrisliern  IV.  King  of  Denmark,  in  1614;  it  contains 
about  2,000  inhabitants.  The  province  of  Schoonen  had  for 
ages  its  own  kings ;  afterwards  it  became  subject  to  Denmark, 
and,  in  1658,  with  Bleckingen  and  Halland,  was  finally  ceded 
to  the  crown  of  vSweden.  Their  houses,  clothing,  and  dialect 
are  very  different  from  the  other  provinces,  to  which  they  also 
bear  but  little  resemblance  in  point  of  cleanliness  ! 

ISTADT. 

From  Istadt,  a  post-yacht  goes  twice  a  week  to  Stralsund; 
on  arriving  at  this  place,  I  had  to  wait  two  days  for  my  passage; 
a  circumstance  which  becomes  irksome  in  a  poor  town,  where 
there  is  not  a  thing  worth  seeing!  Travelling  in  Norway  and 
Sweden  is  uncommonly  cheap.  I  had  been  advancing  upwards 
of  a  thousand  leagues,  required  the  use  of  more  than  six  hun- 
dred horses,  and  my  charges  did  not  rise  to  more  than  five* and- 
twenty  louis^d'ors,  in  gratitioation-money  to  postillions,  waiters, 
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<U8t1er8,  &c.  Single  individuals  on  horse-back,  for  the  sum  of 
«  hundred  carolinvS,  might  visit  the  whole  circumference  of 
^Sweden  and  Norway,  employing  a  year  in  the  tour.  Through- 
out both  kingdoms,  he  will  be  welcomed  and  received,  not  only 
with  politeness  but  generosity.  Gatteau,  treating  of  Sweden, 
thus  expresses  himself:  "  Among  the  rocks,  woods  and  moun- 
tains, with  which  Sweden  abounds,  dwell  a  most  mild  and 
peaceable  people.  Thieving,  murder,  and  all  great  crimes,  are 
Aincommonly  rare  with  them;  even  in  war,  they  are  never 
blood-thirsty."  The  traveller  who  repairs  to  their  quiet  habita- 
tions will  receive  their  services  and  heartfelt  thanks,  and  has 
liberty  to  do  as  he  pleases  at  the  inns,  where  restraint  and  im- 
position are  equally  unknown.  Simplicity  of  character,  and 
the  truest  sincerity,  characterize  the  nation.  Patriarchal  virtues, 
with  uprightoess  for  their  basis,  give  a  high  zest  to  their  social 
intercourse. 

RETURN   TO   GERMANY. 

At  length  we  had  crossed  the  Baltic :  with  regret,  I  took 
Jeave  of  Scandinavia,  and,  after  a  short  interval,  found  myself 
proceeding,  with  fine  horses,  on  a  shocking  road,  at  a  walking 
rate.  This  afforded  a  fair  opportunity  for  comparative  reflec- 
tions on  the  scenes  I  had  just  quitted,  and  those  of  my  native 
country,  which  I  was  then  entering!  Stralsund  is  not  a  hand- 
some place;  the  fortress- works  are  inconsiderable.  It  seems 
matter  of  wonder,  ihat  Wallenstein  could  have  drawn  off  from 
thence,  without  taking  the  city,  if  his  intention  were  to  reduce 
it.  The  harbour  had  a  lively  air,  on  account  of  the  shipping, 
which,  in  the  Swedish  time,  were  in  perpetual  action,  going  to 
and  fro.  They,  however,  lay  unoccupied  and  useless,  in  1817; 
no  wonder  that  Prussia  has  no  fleet  to  send  against  the  Barbary 
rovers.  No  German  prince  has  ever  yet  possessed  a  fleet,  com- 
petent to  fight,  on  a  large  scale,  in  the  open  sea !  What  was  for- 
merly Swedish  Pomerania,  now  forms  a  part  of  the  Prussian  ter- 
ritories ;  but  it  is  not  united  with  the  rest  of  Pomerania,  in  point 
of  government ;  it  is  termed  New  Pomerania.  It  generally 
consists  of  an  extensive  plain,  where  good  fruits  grow  spontane- 
ously, although  the  soil  is  sandy  enough.  Most  of  the  land 
belongs  to  great  proprietors;  the  inferior  peasant  possesses 
hardly  any.  It  is  poor,  and,  consequently,  the  population 
scanty ;  but  if  this  kind  of  property  (in  the  present  age  too 
much  monopolized)  were  subdivided,  it  would  become  infinitely 
more  profitable,  and  the  population  would  increase,  in  a  direct 
ratio.  The  present  occupiers,  however,  are  all  natives.  Only 
Rhine  lands  have  had  foreign  proprietors  imposed  upon  them. 

There  are  in  Pomerania,  flocks  of  several  hundreds  of  geese, 
which,  when  prepared  and  smoke-dried,  are  vendible  as  dainties, 
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in  other  countries.  In  Dammgarteo,  a  fastetied  trelliced  gate 
indicated  to  us  the  frontiers  of  the  country.  Here  a  couple  of 
soldiers  asked  for  money  to  spend  in  liquor.  Ten  paces  further, 
*tood  a  Mecklenburg-  guard,  who  demanded  our  passports,  on  a 
bridge  that  was  scarce  six  strides  in  length  \  It  co*t  us  two 
shillings  each.  Only  a  step  further,  and  another  charge  of  four 
shillings ;  «o  frequently  has  the  traveller  to  produce  his  purse 
here.  The  roads,  however,  are  dreadful,  and  the  best  rate  of 
journeying  with  the  extra  post,  is  but  a  mere  walking  pace. 

ROSTOCK. 

Rostock  is  a  considerable  town,  with  a  great  trade,  and 
about  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants ;  it  lies  on  a  bay  of  the 
Baltic.  It  has  many  fine  houses,  which  give  it  a  brisk  neat 
appearance^  and  here  are  the  signs  of  plenty  and  prosperity. 
The  college,  or  university  here,  reckons  about  a  hundred 
students.  We  observed  a  paltry  inn,  just  in  its  outset,  and  but 
|)oorly  supplied  with  accommodations,  bearing  the  pompous 
designation  oi  Hotel  de  la  Russiel  The  territory  of  the  Grand 
Duke  (for  Napoleon  has  made  them  all  grand  in  Germany) 
has  a  respectable  appearance.  All  is  rich,  and  much  as  it  should 
be ;  the  Grand  Duke  is  highly  esteemed,  and  his  government 
mild.  The  roads,  however,  are  but  indififerent.  A  handsome 
gothic  church  Jies  on  the  road  to  Doberan. 

DOBERAN. 

Doberan  is  a  celestial  region,  where  the  goddess  of  love  and 
beauty  has  raised  her  temple.  The  divinity  of  Paphos  here 
contemplates  her  own  image,  in  numbers  of  charming  Mecklen* 
burgers,  of  whom  Phidias  and  Praxiteles  iriight  have  taken 
copies  for  the  immortal  productions  of  their  chissels.  Temples, 
promenades,  fine  houses,  music,  theatres,  puppet-shows,  even 
the  humorous  punchinello  himself,  all  conspire  to  fascinate 
the  senses  and  to  amuse  the  fancy.  In  this  year  (1817)  twelve 
hundred  persons  might  J>€  said  to  constitute  the  merry  circle 
of  those  accustomed  to  the  /*ar  niente.  In  the  mornings,  th« 
elegantes  go  in  handsome  equipages  and  in  parties,  to  the  sea- 
bath,  which  lies  about  a  mile  out  of  Doberan.  The  Grand 
Duke  has  effected  considerable  improvements  in  this  place  al«o, 
and  has  done  every  thing  for  it  that  art  and  taste  could  «ugg-est. 

WISMER, 

Wismer  is  a  pretty  little  town,  with  a  population  of  five 
thousand  inhabitants^  It  formerly  belonged  to  Sweden,  whose 
arms  are  still  to  be  seen  here  in  more  places  thau  ooe» 

SCHWERIN* 

Scfawerin  i«  the  residence  of  the  Grand  Duke,  and  chiefly 
tfueritfi  attention  for  its  handsome  female*.     The  castle  is  very 


I 


Wittemberg, — Lauenburg, — ZelL  '73l< 

ancient,  but  in  a  ruinous  condition.  One  part  of  it  is  reported 
to  have  been  built  by  Wallenslein.  Tiie  city,  as  such,  has 
little  in  it  worthy  of  notice.  The  gardens  of  the  castle  serve 
for  a  public  promenade,  and  thereby  furnish  an  expedient  for 
people  to  see  and  to  be  seen. 

WITTEMBERG. 

Wittemberg  and  Beizenberg  are  both  small  towns.  Writers 
on  the  statistics  of  Germany  thus  describe  Mecklenburg :  "  It 
was  the  country  of  the  Heruli  and  Vandals;  it  is  two  hundred 
and  seventy-four  square  miles  in  extent;  reckons  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  inhabitants,  and  pays  a  million  eight  hundred 
thousand  guilders  in  contributions.  It  has  many  rivers  and 
forests;  is  flat  or  level,  and  no  part  of  Europe  has  worse  roads* 
The  once-celebrated  race  of  the  Mecklenburg  fine  horses  is 
almost  extinct.  Those  of  the  country-people  are  now  but  in- 
different," 

LAUENBURG. 

In  Lauenburg,  everyone  eulogises,  with  enthusiasm,  the  good 
character  of  the  King  of  Denmark.  His  government  has  made 
these  people  as  happy  as  his  own  Danes.  The  Norwegians, 
too,  all  wish  for  his  paternal  regimen.  Fortunate  those  countries 
which  can  shew  such  rulers  !  The  soil  or  land  of  Lauenburg 
up  to  Zell  is  but  indifferent,  being  mostly  heaths,  and  the  roads 
are  terrible.  In  them,  we  merely  travel  at  a  walking  pace,  and 
the  postillions  halt  at  every  tippling-house ;  so  that  many  hours 
are  thereby  lost.  If  a  traveller  complains,  they  retort  upon 
him,  with  a  full  share  of  insolence,  so  that  the  only  remedy  is 
patience.  Moreover,  for  these  shocking  roads,  there  are  fre- 
quent barriers  where  you  stop  and  pay ;  two  post-horses  here, 
for  five  miles  only,  cost  seven  rix-doliars  of  our  money. 

ZELL. 

Zell  is  a  pretty  town,  containing  eight,  or,  as  some  say, 
nine  thousand  innabitants.  The  only  object  remarkable  in  it 
is  the  castle  where  the  unfortunate  Caroline-Matilda,  Queen  of 
Denmark,  mother  of  the  reigning  sovereign  of  that  country, 
and  sister  of  the  late  King  of  England,  terminated  her  life. 
In  the  church  are  her  remains,  whereon  sensibility  will  not  fail 
to  drop  a  tear.  She  died  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  being  only 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  At  the  last  station  before  we  reach 
Hanover,  we  had  a  sight  of  the  post-regulations,  which  were 
hung  up ;  but  the  miles  here  are  lengthened,  and  the  post- 
money  is  thereby  increased;  there  being  no  tariff  for  the  dif- 
ferent coins,  the  post-keepers  never  take  according  to  the  course 
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of  exchange,  and  the  traveller  is  sure  to  be  cheated,  as  well  as 
detained  a  full  couple  of  hours,  though  the  post-ordinances 
allow  only  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  In  many  other  countries, 
similar  regulations  are  framed  to  be  talked  of  only  by  the  fire- 
side. In  Sweden,  however,  they  take  care  that  the  laws  shall 
be  duly  enforced. 

HANOVER. 

Hanover  is  an  agreeable  place,  where  every  thing,  with  the 
exception  of  opulence,  wears  the  features  of  England.  The 
city  may  boast  of  very  fine  public  walks,  but  people,  alas!  are 
wanting  to  frequent  them.  Almost  all  the  houses  are  of  wood, 
and  in  general  very  old.  Most  of  the  streets  are  destitute  of 
decorations.  Sixteen  thousand  individuals  form  the  computed 
population,  which  declined  greatly  under  the  French  govern- 
ment. In  the  best  shops,  appear  various  articles  of  English 
industry,  for  sale,  not  as  patterns  for  German  imitation. 

GOTTINGEN. 

The  land  all  the  way  to  Gottingen  is  fruitful;  it  affords  fine 
prospects,  formed  by  the  chain  of  hills.  The  little  town  shews 
signs  of  prosperity;  but  their  wooden  houses  place  them  a 
hundred  years  in  arrears,  in  respect  of  taste  and  elegance. 
The  university  is  respectable,  and  has  not  less  than  1200 
students. 

MINDEN. 

The  road  is  good,  the  country  fertile,  and  the  situation  of 
]^inden  delightful.  It  is  situated  on  the  united  rivers  of  the 
Warra  and  Fulda,  which  change  their  names  to  the  Weser.  A 
Norwegian,  or  a  Swede,  might  here  fancy  himself  in  his  native 
Country, 

CASSEL. 

Cassel  is  tolerably  handsome,  and  an  agreeable  sort  of  bustle 
seems  to  prevail  here.  The  elector,  to  the  great  joy  of  his 
brave  Hessians,  has  made  every  thing  German  here  again. 
The  neighbourhood  has  its  attractions,  in  a  continued  series, 
to  the  positions  of  Marburg.  Here  is  a  university,  which  may 
contain  about  200  students.  An  ancient  casile  recalls  to 
memory  the  great  achievements  of  their  ancestors. 

OIBSEN. 

Giesen  is  a  lively  little  town,  with  about  300  students  in  its 
university,  which  has  furnished  many  great  men  in  every 
branch  of  science.  The  situation  is  pleasant,  and  the  whole 
of  the  surrounding  country  may  be  considered  as  attractive. 
Here  are  good  roads,  pretty  richly  studded  with  lofty  trees. 

^arrat  omnis  homo  ! 


ir^i^f 


